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FEATURES 


Q & A: BRET HART 

He is one of the most candid men ever to set foot in a wrestling 
ring. We hit him with probing questions about his career, Vince 
McMahon and his potential interest in returning to WWE, Shawn 
Michaels and Triple-H, his divided family, the state of wrestling, 
his recovery from a stroke, and much more. Some of his answers 
might surprise you 


OUR 2003 REPORT CARDS 
FOR THE SMACKDOWN STARS 


The Raw superstars got their grades in the April 2004 issue of 
INSIDE WresTUNG. Now it’s time to see which Smackdown stars 
stood out ... and which didn’t 


WHO’S GOT THE EDGE? 
THE INSIDE STORY OF THE 
RAW-SMACKDOWN BIDDING WAR! 
He’s still not 100 percent certain how this will play out 









A JAPANESE WOMAN’S DREAM: 
I WANTED TO WRESTLE IN THE 
U.S.A., SO SUE ME! 

You might want to keep an eye on Sumie Sakai 


WHEN SCOTT STEINER GETS BORED 
WITH STACY... WATCH OUT! 
He’s going to be coming after someone with some gold 


DEPARTMENTS 







YOUR LETTERS 
WHAT’S HAPPENING by Dan Murphy 
NO HOLDS BARRED with Will Welsh 
BLINDSIDED by Harry Burkett 
THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 
POINT/COUNTERPOINT 
. y | | INTRODUCING LAMONT 
o” ce FROM BELL TO BELL by Mike Quackenbush 
pei r SPOTLIGHT ON B.G. JAMES 
SAAS (ad OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 

WOW! REMEMBER HIM? 
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Edge by Gary Dineen 
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Jim Malloy 





Look for the July 2004 issue of THE WRESTLER on sale April 6, 2004 
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Of all the deaths that have rocked wrestling in recent months, Road Warrior Hawk’s hit read- 
er Paul Glenn hardest. He'll always remember a 1986 match between Hawk and Ric Flair. 


HAWK FLEW HIGHEST 

Even we have had to deal with 
a ridiculous number of tragic 
deaths of wrestling superstars 
over the last several years, none 
of these affected me quite so 
much as the loss of Road Warrior 
Hawk (Michael Hegstrand) this 
past October. 

| have been a wrestling fan for 
more than 20 years, and to me, 
there were no wrestlers more 
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exciting than The Road Warriors in 
their prime, and there probably 
never will be. It didn’t matter to me 
if they were good guys or bad 
guys. They always came in the 
ring with one goal only: to destroy 
their opponents. And that’s what 
made them cool. 

One of my fondest wrestling 
memories came in 1986 at The 
Great American Bash. The first 
show on the tour took place in Vet- 


erans Stadium in Philadelphia. 
The main event pitted Hawk 
against NWA World heavyweight 
champion Ric Flair. Although Flair 
eventually won by disqualification, 
at an earlier point in the match, 
Hawk got a three-count on the 
“Nature Boy.” | had never heard a 
crowd cheer so loudly at an event 
before and had never seen a 
wrestler act so genuinely excited 
as Hawk did upon thinking he had 
won. The fact that the decision 
was reversed will not diminish the 
thrill of that moment for me. 

So here’s one humble fan wish- 
ing his favorite wrestler peace. 
Thank you for the memories and 
for the rush. 

PAUL GLENN 
Brigantine, NJ 


PRAISE FOR 
THE BRUISER 

| was very pleased to see a 
pinup of Bruiser Brody in your 
magazine (“WOW! Remember 
Him?” January 2004). 

Brody was one of my all-time 
favorites as | was growing up. It 
amazes me to this day how many 
of the superstars from the old 
WCCW in Texas are no longer 
around. The only ones | can recall 
off-hand are Cactus Jack (Mick 
Foley), Jeff Jarrett, and The Un- 
dertaker. 

Thanks again for the picture! 
And keep up the great work! 

TREVOR CARPENTER 
tlc33772@yahoo.com 


ENOUGH WITH 
“STONE-COLD” 

I've had it with Steve Austin. 
How many times can the guy 
leave and come back to WWE? 
Who does he think he is, Michael 
Jordan? The guy gets fired, quits, 


gets fired again, gets suspended, 
gets fired, gets arrested—and he 
always comes back! 

| was happy to see Mick Foley 
back on Raw, especially as co- 
general manager. But why not 
work on making the wrestling 
product more exciting instead of 
just bringing back a washed-up 
“Stone-Cold” yet again? The guy 
can’t wrestle anymore, so what’s 
the point? 

Maybe I’m in the minority, but 
if the “Bring Back ‘Stone-Cold’” 
petition comes my way, I’m pass- 
ing it on, 

CURT DAWKINS 
Albany, NY 


A.J. HAS STYLE 

Remember when everyone 
knocked A.J. Styles for turning 
down a contract with WWE? 
Remember how they said it 
would be the end of his career? | 
wonder what those people are 
saying now. 

Since joining NWA-TNA, 
Styles has become one of the 
promotion's major players, first 
revolutionizing the X division and 
later having a respectable four- 
month reign as NWA heavy- 
weight champion. Before losing 
the championship to Jeff Jarrett 
(the man he defeated for the title), 
Styles defended successfully 
against the likes of Frankie Ka- 
zarian, D-Lo Brown (twice), Low- 
Ki, Raven, Jerry Lynn, and the leg- 
endary Dusty Rhodes. He is still 
prominently featured in main 
events, recently pinning former 
WCW World champion Lex Luger 
in a tag team match. 

There is no doubt that had 
Styles entered the WWE ranks, he 
would be fighting for air time with 
the other misused talent. Couldn't 
you just see him in meaningless 
feuds with guys like Jamie Noble, 
Tajiri, or The Hurricane (just a few 
of the aforementioned misused 
stars)? Thank goodness Styles 
had the smarts to stick to his guns 
and join NWA-TNA. Seeing him on 
a weekly basis is worth the money 








A.J. Styles’ decision to turn down a WWE offer 
a few years ago doesn’t look foolish now, 
points out reader John Camini. 


the TNA pay-per-views cost me. 

Don’t be surprised if A.J. has 
another great year. 

JOHN CAMINI 

Memphis, TN 


NO LEGEND KILLER 

Who does Randy Orton think he 
is? Sure, the guy is talented and 
he hangs out with a cool crowd, 
but | think his new “Legend Killer’ 
nickname is a little too much. 

Does he think cheating to beat 
Shawn Michaels and defeating an 
aging Sgt. Slaughter makes him 
tough? It doesn't. My dad was 
watching Raw with me the night 
Orton beat the Sarge. He said that 
there was no way Orton could 
have beaten Slaughter in his 
prime, and | agree. He said 
Slaughter was way too tough to be 

(Continued on page 76) 
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what's happening? 





RIPLE-H ALWAYS wanted Evolution to be a mod- 

; ernized version of The Four Horsemen. At Arma- 

geddon, Evolution achieved Horsemen manager J.J. 
Dillon’s old mission statement: four men, four title belts. 

Most importantly, Triple-H captured his eighth WWE 
heavyweight championship in a three-way match against 
Bill Goldberg and Kane after generous outside interfer- 
ence from Ric Flair, Randy Orton, and Batista. The fol- 
lowing night on Raw, co-General Manager Eric Bischoff 
deactivated Goldberg from the Raw roster for 30 days, de- 
laying a rematch between Goldberg and Triple-H. 

Earlier, Orton captured the Intercontinental title from 
Rob Van Dam in 18:02 in one of the most emotional 
matches of the night. And in perhaps the biggest surprise 
of the pay-per-view, the team of Flair and Batista emerged 
from the tag team turmoil match as the new WWE tag 
champions, even though they weren't added to the bout 
until the last minute—by Bischoff, of course. 

“Nobody should be surprised that Evolution dominated 
Armageddon,” Flair crowed following the PPV. “After all, 
we did exactly what we said we would do. Evolution is 
going to be the most dominant elite fraternity in wrestling 
history, and, boys and girls, we're just getting started.” 

Evolution scored another major victory the day after 
Armageddon when co-GM Mick Foley put his GM spot on 
the line in a match against Orton. But just before Foley 
wrestled his first match in nearly four years, he inexplicably 
walked away from the ring and left the arena, choosing to 





ee ee 


Randy Orton subdues Rob Van Dam en route to winning the Intercontinental title at Armageddon. It 
was the first of three titles won by members of Evolution at that event. And Orton would score another 


huge “victory” the following night. 
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By Dan Murph 


vacate his position rather than compete. Now Orton is tak- 
ing credit for driving Foley back out of WWE. However, 
those close to Foley suggest the former hardcore icon has 
other motivations for his bizarre actions. 

“| can guarantee Mick wasn't afraid of a guy like Orton. 
You don’t become the King of the Death Match by being 
scared of a twentysomething kid,” Foley’s long-time friend 
Al Snow said. “I think Mick just wants to keep his word to 
his wife and family. He said he was retiring from wrestling, 
and he didn’t want to get pulled back into the thick of things 
and break his word to his family. Maybe he'll be back 
someday, but it will be on his terms.” 

In any case, Foley’s sudden return and abrupt depar- 
ture, as well as a surprise appearance by The Rock on 
December 8 in Anaheim, have reinvigorated Raw. Fans 
are beginning to consider the show a can't-miss program 
once again. 

The Smackdown roster is recovering from some high- 
profile injuries and some grueling tours. Brock Lesnar un- 
derwent arthroscopic surgery just before Christmas to re- 
move floating cartilage that had caused his knee to lock up 
on him for several months. Lesnar also went under the 
knife for bone chips in his elbow that were discovered after 
a match against Chris Benoit in December. He was only 
expected to miss two to three weeks of action. Kurt Angle 
should also be recovered from surgery to remove bone 
spurs in his neck by the time you read this. 

In mid-December, the Smackdown crew toured 

— Korea, Singapore, and 
Australia in the span of 
one long weekend. When 
they returned to the U.S., 
the crew was one mem- 
ber short. 

Nathan Jones walked 
™ out on WWE prior to the 
N card in Perth, Australia, 
where he had been sched- 
uled to face Chuck Pa- 
lumbo. Jones, a native 
Australian, apparently 
told friends he simply 
could not handle the 
WWE's intense touring 
schedule and that he was 
homesick. Some say 
Jones was troubled by 
some difficult traveling 
conditions, including a 





Those wondering why they haven’t seen 
Nathan Jones on Smackdown recently 
might be surprised to learn that he left WWE 
during a brief tour of Australia and the Far 


East in the late-fall ... and has no intentions 
of returning to wrestling. 


scary refueling stop in Russia during a 
bad snowstorm, and was reluctant to 
go through another turbulent flight. He 
has announced his retirement. 

By the way, kudos to the crew of 
WWE wrestlers that taped a special 
Christmas edition of Smackdown in lraq 
to help boost the morale of our troops. 

On the independent circuit, Com- 
bat Zone Wrestling held its fifth annual 
“Cage Of Death” supercard on De- 
cember 13 at the old ECW Arena in 
Philadelphia. How’s this for a main 
event: Team Ultraviolence (CZW 
champion John Zandig, Lobo, W. 
Beater, lan Knoxx, New Jack, and 
Nick Gage) against Team HI-V (The 
Messiah, Nate Hatred, Trent Acid, 
Adam Flash, Johnny Kashmere, 
and B-Boy) with a Cage of Death in 
one ring, and a suspended cage/scaf- 
fold extending from the stage to the 
cage and crossing over a second ring 
filled with one million thumbtacks. The 
match was described as part scaffold 
match, part “Hell In A Cell,” and part 
“War Games,” and it ended when Ha- 
tred turned against Messiah and 





pushed him off the top of the cage 
through a table covered in tacks, giv- 
ing the win to Team Ultraviolence. 

In other CZW results, Rockin’ 
Rebel and Greg Matthews defeated 
The Dirty Rotten Scoundrelz and Z- 
Barr and Nick Berk in a three-way 
match; Jimmy Jacobs beat Sabian 
and Derek Frazier in a three-way 
match; Jimmy Rave defeated Trent 
Acid to win the CZW ironman champi- 
onship; Alex Shelley beat B-Boy and 
Chris Hero in an elimination match; 
The Joker defeated Chris Cash in a 
show-stealing ladder match; and Son- 
jay Dutt pinned Ruckus to win the 
CZW junior heavyweight title. 

Bad news for men everywhere: 
Stacy Keibler has reportedly turned 
down an offer to pose for Playboy. 


'TASHING OUTS 


By l 


Playboy is interested in featuring a 
WWE diva again, and Torrie Wilson 
and Sable appear to be the front-run- 
ners. But let’s hope there is real justice 
in this world and Victoria becomes the 

next diva with a staple in her navel. 
Hulk Hogan’s future with NWA- 
TNA now seems to be cloudy at best, 
as the “Hulkster” insists his knee is still 
giving him problems and thus had to 
pull out of the February supercard on 
which he was slated to face Jeff Jar- 
rett for the NWA heavyweight title 
(Bound For Glory has since been 
postponed until May or June). Some 
insiders are convinced that Hogan is 
using TNA to keep his name in the 
spotlight and will end up appearing at 
WrestleMania XX after all. Hogan 
(Continued on page 80) 
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“Come on in, Crash! We have a new 
gimmick for you: HOLY HOLLY/” 
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no holds barred 





decade game, Win Yourself A National Cable Outlet 

with host Stone Stevenson. 

“Hello, everyone. I'm Stone Stevenson. You might rec- 
ognize me from such game shows as Kindergarten Kuiz, 
Cupid's Pitchfork, and Cannonball Run: The Reality Show. 
Welcome to another edition of Win Yourself A National 
Cable Outlet, the game show in which regular Joe 
Schmoes just like you get the chance to produce a televi- 
sion show of their very own creation and have it air regular- 
ly on any one of the thousands of cable-television networks 
that rot the brains of our nation’s youth. This week, we're 
bringing on a first-time contestant to the Win Yourself A 
National Cable Outlet set in NWA-TNA, a professional 
wrestling company that’s currently stuck on the pay-per- 
view-only circuit. Today, NWA-TNA is being represented 
by its part-owner, creative director, and heavyweight cham- 
pion, the one and only Jeff Jarrett. Welcome, Jeff, it's good 
to have you on the show today. You sound like you have a 
pretty full plate.” 


f-. ONCE AGAIN time to play America’s favorite bi- 





Maybe Jeff Jarrett’s old friend Dusty Rhodes can give him a lit- 
tle advice on how to get NWA-TNA a national cable-TV con- 
tract, if such an endeavor is even possible right now. 


“Yes | do, Stone. Thanks for having me and thanks for 
giving NWA-TNA the opportunity to win a national cable 
contract. We really appreciate it.” 

“If | read the numbers of your pay-per-view buys correct- 
ly, I'm sure you do, Jeff. In fact, you need a national cable 
contract more than | do.” 
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With Will Welsh 


“Ummmmmnm ... | don’t know what you're talking 
about.” 

“Tow that company line, Jeff. Good job. | like your spirit. 
And we'll be right back after these important messages.” 

[Cut to commerical] 

“What the heck was that, Stone?” 

“Jeff, have you ever seen our show? This is how we do 
it. We try to make you and your idea seem ridiculously 
pathetic, because we know that TNA can secure a cable 
contract without this show, yet you’re here to help us out 
and give us an exciting show. We know that. We also 
know that you’re going to leave here with a national cable 
contract because everyone gets at least one question right. 
Nobody has ever failed. Then the viewers can decide for 
themselves whether they will actually watch it. Nothing 
that’s said here today will hurt you once you're on the air. 
Just go with the flow and we'll both benefit, Jeff.” 

“All right. | can see your point, Stone, but one wrong 
move and you're going to get a guitar upside your head.” 

“Point taken, but remember: My name is Stone and 
yours isn't.” 

[Back from commercial] 

“Welcome back, everyone. It’s time to begin the opening 
round of Win Yourself A National Cable Outlet! Jeff, what 
category would you like to begin with?” 

“I'll take ‘Business Sense,’ Stone.” 

“Okay, Jeff, when you first started NWA-TNA with your 
father, Jerry Jarrett, did you guys have a good plan to get a 
national cable contract, or did you think the tooth fairy was 
going to leave one under your pillow?” 

[Jarrett brandishes his guitar] 

“Well, Stone, we thought that if we could establish 
NWA-TNA as a viable wrestling promotion with good talent 
and a good bottom line, we'd get a national cable contract 
sooner rather than later. So, yes, we did have a plan.” 

“Judges? Hmmmmmnm, sorry, Jeff, but we cannot 
accept that answer.” 

“What do you mean? That was the truth. | couldn’t be 
any more honest. | gave the correct answer.” 

“It's all about how you view what is a correct answer, 
Jeff. The question | asked you wasn’t whether or not you 
had a plan, but whether or not you had a good plan. And 
apparently our judges don’t believe your plan was quite 
good enough.” 

[Jarrett throws guitar over his shoulder] 

“Consider this your second warning, Stone.” 

“Consider that you answered the first question wrong, 
Jeff, and because of that, you lose control of the board. 

(Continued on page 81) 
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S | WATCH Raw, | often wonder what is going 
By ivcss Jim Ross’ mind. Does Ross really believe 

in the product he’s trying to sell us? Is his heart 
really in it? Something tells me that Ross would be more 
comfortable handling the blow-by-blow on Smackdown, 
where he could talk about Kurt Angle’s gold medals and 
Brock Lesnar’s NCAA heavyweight title, in addition to the 
amateur exploits of Shelton Benjamin and Charlie Haas. 
He could also marvel at Chris Benoit’s scintillating chops 
and Bradshaw’s clothesline from hell. Putting aside the 
storylines involving Vince and Stephanie McMahon, the 
Smackdown brand places slightly more emphasis on in- 
ring action, and that would bring out the best in Ross’ 
announcing abilities. 

Ross would never admit it, but as far as his announc- 
ing duties are concerned, he would probably have a heck 
of a time with NWA-TNA. Unlike in WWE, Ross would 
have free rein to delve in detail into the sport’s history and 
espouse the greatness of former NWA World champions 
such as Lou Thesz, Dory Funk Jr., Jack Brisco, and 
Harley Race. Just consider how much effort poor ol’ J.R. 
has to put into hyping Mark Henry on Raw, and how 
much more fun it would be to put over Dusty Rhodes as 
one youngster after another runs into his bionic elbow. 
But, as WWE’s vice president of talent relations, Ross 


By Harry Burkett 


probably won't jump at the chance to sit next to Don West 
on Wednesday nights anytime soon. 

Still, | Know that a traditionalist like Ross must shake 
his head at some of the goings-on on Raw. Over the past 
year or so, Ross has been forced to sell us necrophilia 
angles, HLA, and Kane emerging unscathed from a rag- 
ing dumpster fire and surviving certain decapitation when 
that limousine wedged under a semi truck. Meanwhile, 
Ross had to watch WWE Creative mishandle his fellow 
Oklahoman, Bill Goldberg, who became just another 
steppingstone for Triple-H. 

During the 10 years he has been employed by WWE, 
Ross has spent much of his time making excuses for its 
product. While WWE has been successful in appealing to 
casual fans, diehards have never been able to get what 
they want: more wrestling and logic, less backstage skits 
and silliness. He went from defending the cartoonish 
characters and angles of the mid-1990s to rationalizing 
the outrageous and tasteless stunts of the “Attitude” era. 

Ross is quick to point out that WWE superstars are the 
greatest athletes in the business and that the overall ath- 
letic quality of its pay-per-views is better than ever. He is 
correct, but we diehards have to digest a lot of fluff just to 
get a straight dose of wrestling. Ross is a diehard fan 

(Continued on page 84) 





Should that look on Jim Ross’ face be attributed to the fact that he didn’t know he was about to have 
his photo taken or his reaction to the latest outrageous storyline on Raw? Wrestling sure isn’t much 
like it was when J.R. was growing up. Harry Burkett wonders how much he thinks about that. 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated has taken wrestling fans on quite a (ole gal=\\ae) =) a 
the last 24 years ... and now we are taking you somewhere entirely new! 


PWI RAISES THE BAR 


YOAMENDS COLLECTONS SPrcractiunr wy 





PWI will now include three incredible super specials 
as part of its sub offering! That's right. These critical- 
ly acclained 180-page monster mags, which cost 
$9.95 at newsstands, were previously not available 
by subscription. Well, now they are! And the best 
news of all, AT UNBELIEVABLE SAVINGS! 


=e SAVE 
— $31! 


~ 
ek 


C(CAGHIEV 


_-—-S-A 


LA te ee NO ta \ 


[C BROGK 

WRESTLER OF THE YESS So subscribe to PW/ now—and you'll save more 
than $31 off the newsstand price—an incredible 
38 percent. That’s the equivalent of getting more 
than five issues for free! Dare we say it—WOW/!! 





>> 


Every issue of PW/ will now be a whopping 116 pages, printed on the highest-quality coated 
Paper. So you can continue to enjoy full ringside coverage of every wrestling organization ... 
Internationally renowned columnists and artists ... High-impact photography ... Everything 
you've always wanted—in dazzling color! 


Slip coupon and send to: P.O. BOX 2021, DEPT. 9, MARION, OH 433068121 


Bee ee ee ee ee ee a as SS a ee a a a a ae ae ee ae ae ae a ae ae ae ae a 


YOUR CHOICE ... 
© Please send me the next 12 issues of PW! for $52.00 -pws 
© Please send me the next 6 issues of PW! for $28.50 trws 


"lease indicate method of payment: 


-) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 

AR A For Canada and all other coun- 
tries: $64.00 for a 12-issue sub- 

BET ts 
for a 6-issue subscription ($46.50 


=xpiration Date: ——___ 4. airmail). All orders outside the 


MO /YR US., intemational money orders 
in US. funds ony. Offer expires 
Co ey ee tS 
NAME 
\DDRESS 
bo 2, a ee ee)! 


A0204R 
aT aT SET ST SE ST ST eT SE eT ee eT eT eT eee eee eee eee eee eee Se ee ee ee 


6003/12-02 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 





- thumbs up — 





14 The Wrestler 


thumbs down 














Thumbs Down to Matt Hardy. Just when we thought ol’ Matt was going to 
return to our side, he went and committed the most heinous act of his career! How 
could he have done that to Lita? Did he have to break up with her on live TV? 
Did he have to humiliate her? Of course, Lita should have been prepared for 
something like that because Hardy had been acting like a conceited, spoiled brat 

for a while. But she certainly couldn’t have predicted that he’d dump her—and 
enjoy doing it so much. Let’s hope that somebody 
figures out how to delete Version 1.0 before his 
virus affects even more of the Raw roster. 















Thumbs Down to Eric Bischoff. Bischoff is a tyrant. He loves power, and he 
loves abusing power even more. If he doesn’t have anyone to oppose him and 
keep him in check, he’s capable of doing almost anything—which is why he 
started to abuse his power as Raw’s sole general manager almost immediately 
after ‘“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin was booted from his office. Can’t he win grace- 
fully? Thank goodness Mick Foley showed up when he did. Who knows what 

Bischoff would have done to make the lives of the Raw 
fan favorites miserable. We don’t want to know. 











Thumbs Down to The Big Show. We haven’t been too critical of Show of 
late, because he’s actually been on a fairly strong run—even if it has been as a 
heel. What disturbs us is Show’s apparent satisfaction with being the U.S. 
champion. Doesn’t he know that he’s capable of so much more? Show should 
be contending for the Smackdown championship on a regular basis, but 
because he’s comfortable settling for the U.S. title (and, incidentally, not 
defending it very often), he’s just about taken himself out of the Smackdown 

championship picture. Is he afraid of Brock Lesnar? 











Thumbs Down to Don Callis. Callis has made a career out of being an 
annoying little office member who holds loosely defined powers that some- 
how make him a power player in whatever promotion he’s working. The latest 
victim of his work is NWA-TNA, which he is trying to corrupt along with Jeff 
Jarrett, The Red Shirts, and Abyss. A number of TNA wrestlers have stood up 
to him, but he has proven to be resilient whenever his job is on the line. We 
just wish that he would let the wrestlers wrestle and get out of the way. 
Apparently that’s asking too much. 
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correspondents reports 





Orlando, FL: WWE Armageddon 
Correspondent: James Turley 


No one knew exactly what to expect from the “Battle Of 
The Sexes” match pitting Chris Jericho and Christian 
against Trish Stratus and Lita. Just weeks earlier, Jericho 
seemed as smitten with Stratus as Christian was with Lita, 
but when it was revealed that neither man’s interest was 
genuine, the men and women appeared to turn into ene- 
mies. Jericho seemed desperate to patch up his relation- 
ship with Trish, who wanted no part of a reconciliation, 
while Christian and Lita were eager to fight. 

Jericho's attempts to make peace with Trish at the start 
proved futile, as she kept slapping him until he grabbed 
and spanked her, advising her to calm down. 

She didn't, and proceeded to wobble Y2J with a head- 
scissors and a dropkick before he tagged Christian. Once 
Christian knocked Stratus down, he demanded that she 
tag Lita, and she complied. Lita actually got the best of her 
former boyfriend for a stretch, hitting him with kicks, a 
headscissors, and an impressive one-legged monkey flip. 
Christian was able to regain control, however, and Jericho 





Trish Stratus showed amazing flexibility with this high kick against 
Christian in Armageddon’s “Battle Of The Sexes.” Christian would 
show how sneaky he could be minutes later when he pinned Trish. 
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tagged back in and went to work on Lita, at one point 
standing on her hair while pulling up her arms. But Lita was 
resilient, reversing Jericho’s attempted power bomb into a 
pinning predicament and getting a two-count. The women 
remained on the offensive for several minutes, and when 
Christian went for a clothesline, Stratus ducked, forcing 
Christian to collide with Jericho. After Lita hit a rana on 
Christian, however, Y2J pulled her to the floor. 

Then, as Jericho entered the ring to pull Trish to her feet 
and talk to her, Christian rolled her up from behind and got 
the pin. A beaming Christian wanted to celebrate after- 
ward, but Jericho simply walked away in disgust. 

In other bouts: Booker T pinned Mark Henry ... Randy 
Orton pinned Intercontinental champ Rob Van Dam to win 
the title (Mick Foley was the guest referee) ... Shawn 
Michaels pinned Batista ... Matt Hardy defeated Maven 
... Ric Flair & Batista won a seven-team tag team turmoil 
match, last defeating Raw tag team champs Buh Buh Ray 
& D-Von Dudley to win the title ... Women’s champ Molly 
Holly pinned Ivory ... Triple-H defeated Raw champ Bill 
Goldberg and Kane in a three-way match, pinning 

Goldberg to win the title. 


Nashville, TN: NWA Total Nonstop Action 
Correspondent: Frank Miller 


Sting entered the Fairgrounds Coliseum hoping his 
match with NWA heavyweight champ Jeff Jarrett on the 
final TNA show of the year would be for the title, but the 
NWA Board of Directors ruled that since Jarrett had 
defended the gold within 30 days, he wouldn't have to 
put it on the line on this night. That didn’t dampen Sting’s 
enthusiasm all that much. 

The match began as a brawl in the crowd, with Sting 
pounding the champ with a trash can, and Jarrett 
responding with a chair shot and by throwing Sting into a 
wall. Sting soon got revenge by tossing Jarrett into a wall 
as well. It took about six minutes for them to finally reach 
the ring, and Sting was clearly getting the better of the 
heated brawl. But after he ducked a clothesline from 
Jarrett, both went down when they collided head-to- 
head. Sting, however, conveniently landed on Jarrett’s 
groin, causing him great pain. 

After hitting a Stinger splash, Sting hooked on the 
scorpion deathlock, prompting interference from mem- 
bers of Red Shirt Security and then America’s Most 
Wanted, who ran them off. While Sting was still distract- 
ed, Kid Kash interfered, handing Jarrett a guitar. That 

(Continued on page 85) 
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By Frank Krewda 


IVEN THE FACT that it just 
(5 happens to be the biggest 

show of the year, it only 
makes sense for WWE to go all-out 
and pool all its resources at 
WrestleMania. As a separate 
brand, neither Raw nor Smack- 
down is strong enough to carry 
WWE's premiere pay-per-view 
event. (And never was it Vince 
McMahon's intention to make 
‘Mania a brand-exclusive PPV, by 
the way.) 

But starting this year, McMahon 
can turn the biggest negative of the 
brand extension into a huge posi- 
tive at WrestleMania. 

The biggest drawback of the 
brand extension, of course, is that it 
cuts each wrestler’s list of potential 
opponents in half. By cherry-pick- 
ing the top performers from each 
brand and matching them against 
the top stars of the other brand, the 
company should be able to put on 
the best and freshest card possible. 
Talk of Goldberg vs. Brock Lesnar 
(a veritable dream match) and The 
Undertaker vs. Kane (one of 
WWE's most popular feuds, which 
looks fresh again now) is already 
generating a buzz among fans. 

Before the dawning of monthly 
pay-per-view programs and the 
let’s-give-it-all-away-on-Monday- 
night philosophy, fans treated 
WrestleMania as a hallowed event, 
during which something truly spe- 
cialthrilling, revolting, but always 
entertaining—would take place. 
Unfortunately, the past few Wres- 
tleMania cards, while exciting and 
full of great matches, haven’t done 
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HOULD CONSIST OF ALLINTERBRAND MATCHES 


enough to distinguish 
themselves from Sur- 
vivor Series, Judg- 
ment Day, or any 
other PPV. Creating 
these one-time-only 
matches would re- 
store some of the 
luster to Wrestle- 
Mania—minus 
Liberace, of course. 
Fans of both brands 
would Know they 
were’ witnessing 
something they nor- 
mally can't see on 
Raw or Smackdown 
shows at any other 
time during the year. 
That would appeals 
to all WWE fans. 

Interbrand match- 
es would also benefit 
each brand's creative 
team. Let’s face it— 
even the most dy- 
namic superstars 
grow stale over time. 
Both rosters could 
use a jolt. Each inter- 
brand match at WM could give rise 
to dozens of new storylines, which 
could improve the quality of both 
brands’ programs. 

Sure, we all soured on the illogi- 
cal talent swapping when the WWE 
roster was initially split, but now 
that both lineups have been kept 
largely separate for close to two 
years, the time is ripe to recombine 
the rosters, if only for a night. 
Having Bill Goldberg, Mick Foley, 
and Steve Austin show up ona 
pre-’Mania Smackdown to declare 
war Vince McMahon, Kurt Angle 
















There’s already a buzz over a likely match between Raw’s 
Kane and Smackdown’s Undertaker at WrestleMania XX. 
The show of shows could be ultra-special if all the match- 
es are interbrand matches, writes Frank Krewda. 


and The Undertaker is bound to 
send WWE in a new direction. 

Naturally, interbrand matches 
also make sound business sense 
for WWE, as dozens of new mer- 
chandising items could be created 
and sold to commemorate these 
special bouts. Having interbrand 
matches would give WWE an 
opportunity to pump some real life 
back into professional wrestling. 
And at this time, Vince McMahon 
must not pass up the chance. 

Frank Krewda is a senior 
writer for THE WRESTLER. 


counterpoint: 





KEEP THE BRANDS SEPARATE ALL YEAR 


By Dave Lenker 


boost WrestleMania’s buy rate, but 

it would only garner disappoint- 
ment from fans once they realize the 
feuds advanced to build up interest in 
the show would have to die there. 

Whatever feuds are born or are 
played out at Mania would almost 
have to end up on the scrap heap 
come Monday, March 15. That’s 
because Raw will go back to being 
Raw, and Smackdown will go back to 
being Smackdown. And nary shall the 
twain meet, at least not until Wres- 
tleMania XXI approaches. Rather than 


Pecos west MATCHES MIGHT 





take these intriguing matchups off the 
table, | say WWE is better off not 
introducing them in the first place. 

| agree that having superstars from 
the two brands square off at 
WrestleMania would appeal to fans of 
each brand, and it would ensure a 
quality lineup of matches from start to 
finish. But why force this issue and 
have all interbrand matches? One or 
two at most is acceptable, but | firmly 
believe a card loaded with interbrand 
matches could actually prove counter- 
productive to the event itself. 

Ask yourself this question: How 
long before fans tune in solely to see 
a Goldberg-Lesnar or Undertaker- 


THE 
PEOPIF 


Smackdown stars such as Kurt Angle and John Cena might have a long-standing 
score to settle come WrestleMania, and it'd be more interesting to see long-simmering 
feuds culminate at WM than to see a lot of Raw and Smackdown matched up haphaz- 
ardly, counters Dave Lenker. 


Kane bout? Fan interest in the brand- 
exclusive matches after WM would 
most likely wane, which could hurt, 
not help, buy rates on future PPVs. 

lf WWE gives us all interbrand 
matches at Mania, that will tum what 
is intended to be an extravaganza into 
a glorified Raw vs. Smackdown 
round-robin. Besides, | think everyone 
can agree that the whole “warring fac- 
tions of the same company’ thing died 
along with WCW. 

However, the main reason | feel 
WWE should keep the brands sepa- 
rate all year long is the lack of consis- 
tency interbrand matches would 
breed. It's WWE at its illogical worst. 
Storylines would be thrown together 
without sufficient planning, and match- 
es made without proper buildup. 

Wrestlers who have competed in 
two distinct promotions for 11-plus 
months would have to somehow for- 
get about the feuds they’re currently 
involved in to get motivated for an 
opponent they'll never see again? 
That's stretch for even the most loyal 
WWE fan’s logic, and a real slap in 
the face for those who'd like to see the 
feuds play out year round. 

And am | supposed to care one lick 
about the merchandising opportunities 
interbrand matches presents WWE? 
Vince McMahon has professional 
wrestling in a corner, and more than 
enough money to make sure its stays 
there. I’m sure the marketing machine 
can spit out enough new products for 
WrestleMania without the help of 
interbrand matches. And I’m just as 
certain the WWE Creative team can 
give us a fitting WrestleMania while 
keeping the brands separate. 

Dave Lenker is the editor-in- 
chief of THE WRESTLER. 
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LANIONT 


That guy you see dancing with 
Ernest “The Cat” Miller isn’t 
someone WWE just grabbed off 
the street to be his sidekick. 
Lamont’s road to WWE hasn't 
been a long one, but it’s been an 
interesting one. And he’s hoping 
he’ll soon get a chance to show 
what he can do as a wrestler 





the happy feet dancing beside Ernest “The Cat” 
Miller. Fans more familiar with Ohio Valley 
Wrestling might know him better as Rene Dupree’s per- 
sonal French valet. 

Regardless of whether you know him as Lamont or 
Morris (or even his former wrestling name, Static D), 
there’s an awful lot more to WWE's newest manager than 
big hair and dancing shoes. There’s also considerable 
martial arts experience and a lifelong desire to make it in 
WWE. 

Lamont/Morris grew up in Jeffersonville, Indiana, and 
has been a wrestling fan for as long as he can remember, 
counting The British Bulldogs and The Midnight Express 
among his early favorites. 

“| hated Ric Flair, so | guess in a way, that means | 
was a fan of his, because | couldn’t wait to see him get 
beat,” he said. 

According to his OVW bio, he didn’t play sports in high 
school but graduated from “L’Acadamie DeFrance” as an 
expert “gentleman’s gentleman” and an accredited 
Cordon Bleu chef. In reality, he played high school soccer 
and studied two forms of karate and tae kwon do, achiev- 
ing the rank of brown belt. His ultimate dream had always 
been to become a professional wrestler, but standing a 
mere 5’4” and weighing 170 pounds, he knew the odds 
were decidedly against him. However, he had one factor 
working in his favor. 





Te WWE FANS, he’s the Afro-sporting sidekick with 





“My dad coached Little League with 
Ken Wayne (one-half of The 
Nightmares with current OVW trainer 
Danny Davis),” Lamont said. “He told 
me about the amateur class OVW ran 
in February of 2001, so | signed up. | 
didn’t know what | was getting myself 
into.” 

While he understood the obstacle 
his lack of size would present, he sim- 
ply couldn’t let the opportunity pass 
by. “If | didn’t try, I'd never know for 
sure,” he said. 

So try he did. The OVW training 
was grueling, with series of drills 
designed to work every body part, fol- 
lowed by chain wrestling sessions. 
More importantly, while in OVW, he 
learned how to engage an audience 
and the art of the promo. As a trainee, 
he received several matches as Static 
D and showed impressive speed, 
coordination, and strong fundamen- 
tals. When his training was complete, 
he transformed into Morris, the French 
butler allied with Dupree. Morris 
attended to the pampered Dupree’s 
every whim, and his over-the-top 
antics (and interference) infuriated 
OVW fans. Dupree was so good at 
irritating fans himself that he was pro- 
moted to WWE, where he and Sylvan 
Grenier (who were later joined by Rob 
Conway) quickly won Raw tag team 
gold as the despised La Resistance. 

In perhaps his biggest OVW storyline, Morris and 
Kenny Bolin’s stooge, Jerome Crony, were kidnapped by 
The APA, setting off a feud between Bradshaw and Ron 
Simmons and Bolin’s team of Mark Jindrak and Garrison 
Cade. Morris was later paired with “The World’s 
Strongest Man” Mark Henry as Bruce the butler. 

But every time one of his storylines kicked into high 
gear, one of the principals was called up to WWE. 
Instead of getting frustrated, he simply continued to work 
on his character and to improve. He never saw his own 
call-up coming. 

“They asked me if | would come in as The Cat’s MC,” 
he said. “It was a dream come true, getting a position in 
WWE. | guess someone didn’t like the butler thing and 
thought | could be used better with The Cat. Together, 
we bring a lot of energy with us, and the fans seem to 
react to that.” 

Because of his ability to elicit reactions from a crowd, 
perhaps Lamont was paired with Ernest Miller so the 
fans wouldn't immediately reject The Cat for being a for- 
mer WCW competitor. Dallas Page, Scott Steiner, and— 
to a lesser degree—Goldberg had received mixed reac- 
tions from fans because they were seen as WCW stars, 





Even though he is only 5’4” and 170 pounds, Lamont/Morris/Bruce/Static D has shown 
Jim Cornette and everyone else in OVW that he can be more than just a manager/but- 
ler/MC. Perhaps one day he'll be showing off his martial arts skills in WWE. 


from the enemy promotion. Miller was a former WCW 
commissioner and Velocity color man, and he had re- 
ceived only tepid reactions prior to being reintroduced 
through a series of vignettes that included Lamont. 

Lamont, however, takes no credit for helping Miller 
get over with the fans. He’s just happy that the fans have 
taken to The Cat and him. 

“We're a team. We wanted the fans to cheer for us, 
and they have,” he said. “The Cat and | are just looking 
to entertain like we always do and to turn it on every 
night.” 

Even though Lamont is content with the role of MC 
and manager of The Cat, he’s not giving up on his dream 
to compete in WWE just yet. “I’d certainly like to get in the 
ring someday if the opportunity presents itself,” he said. “I 
really enjoy what I’m doing right now, and I'm just con- 
centrating on being in The Cat's corner right now. If | 
don’t get a chance to wrestle, I’m fine with that. I’m hav- 
ing fun and living a dream. You can’t argue with that.” 

With his martial arts credentials and dedication to his 
craft, Lamont might surprise some WWE heels if he 
ever does get the chance to step into the ring—wearing 
a pair of wrestling boots instead of those dancing 
shoes, that is. [ 
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F YOU READ the first part of this 

column, you know I learned a lot of 

things on my first tour of Mexico. For 
example, the difference between 
American and Mexican wrestling rings, 
and how that difference has led to the cre- 
ation of two distinct in-ring styles. The 
unforgiving floors of Mexican rings are 
not at all like the structures here in the 
States, which have a bit of give in them. I 
also learned all sorts of new techniques, 
holds, and various elements unique to 
Lucha Libre. One thing I was surprised to 
learn was just how unpopular Americans 
are elsewhere in the world. While it 
seemed to me that current political ten- 
sions would probably make places like 
France and the Middle East cauldrons of 
anti-American sentiment, | was more than 
stunned to find it boiling over in Mexico. 

Upon capturing the IPW/AULL 
Mexican middleweight titlke—in an excit- 
ing and fair bout, I should point out—I 
was a bit surprised to hear a chorus of 
boos echoing throughout the arena. On 
my way back to the dressing room, I was 
handed a folded slip of paper by a young 
fan. After finding my seat and toweling 
off, I unfolded the note, which was writ- 
ten in Spanish. Having studied the lan- 
guage for seven years in high school and 
then in college, I knew most of the words, 
yet the meaning eluded me. Mini-CIMA 
and Arakencito of the Toryumon X were 
on hand, and I asked them to help me 
translate the missive. They laughed upon 
reading the death threat to the hated 
American challenger-turned-champion ... 
from a 12-year-old boy. 

As if I wasn’t feeling unwelcome 
enough by this point, officials from the 
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from bell to bell 


[Editor's note: Mike Quackenbush, who has held numerous titles 
throughout the Northeast and elsewhere, files reports on the life of a 
young wrestler seeking to make an impact on the business. In this 
issue, he continues to detail some of the experiences he had during 
his first tour of Mexico, specifically a few incidents in which he learned 
just how seriously wrestling is taken by some of the fans and by the 
commission that oversees Lucha Libre. His first column on his experi- 
ences in Mexico appeared in the March 2004 issue of THE WRESTLER.] 





By Mike Quackenbush 


Wrestling a Lucha wizard such as Skayde is difficult enough in the U.S., as Mike 
Quackenbush is quite aware. It can be even more challenging in an unfamiliar envi- 
ronment, namely Mexico. 


Comision de Lucha Libre were quick to 
find me and let me know that I would 
need to defend my newly won title before 
leaving Mexico. Paperwork had to be 
filled out. If I wanted to take the belt to 
the hotel with me, there was more paper- 
work to be filled out. No doubt there 
would be some administrative fees for the 
filing of this paperwork ... and who 
would pay for those? It was bureaucratic 
lunacy, but one thing remained clear: 
These officials were going to do anything 
in their power to keep that championship 
from heading north with me. 

Not that they had much to worry 
about. The title was lost to seasoned 
Luchador Skayde the very next night. In 
Tlanepentla, I faced the head trainer of the 
Toryumon Gym in a best-of-three-falls 
contest and came up one fall short. The 





Quackenbush was free to raise the hand of Skayde after wrestling him in his native Pennsylvania this 
summer. He could have shook his hand and handed him any belt he wanted if he felt like it. Not so in 
Mexico, where rules are really rules. 


18-year veteran simply outclassed me in 
the center of the ring, and I doubt that a 
more challenging opponent could have 
been found anywhere in Mexico City, 
massive as it 1s. 

Truth be told, I wouldn’t have wanted 
it any other way. The championship 
slipped away just as quickly as it had been 
captured, and as I reflected for a few sec- 
onds, sitting there on the gray canvas in 
the middle of Arena Lopez Mateos, | 
thought back to the match I had with El 
Hijo del Santo some three years prior, 
when I walked away with my Future 
Wrestling Alliance title belt. I recall Santo 
taking the belt from the official, shaking 
my hand, and then strapping it around my 
waist. It seemed like a sporting thing to 
do, and in that moment, I decided it was 
just what I would do for my opponent. 


So before the belt could be handed to 
Skayde, I snatched it from the official and 
extended my right hand to my rival. What 
I did not immediately notice was how 
livid the commission official had become 
while this was going on. I congratulated 
Skayde and wrapped the belt around him, 
snapping it into place. I took my leave and 
headed backstage, where a long, unswept 
corridor was littered with travel bags and 
weary Luchadors. 

No sooner had I downed a glass of 
lukewarm water than an irate official was 
in my face, screaming at me in Spanish. I 
had no idea what was taking place. The 
men who had seconded me to ringside— 
The Spider Boys—were trying to inter- 
cede on my behalf. Even Skayde, the man 
I had just wrestled, was doing his best to 
calm down the official. Although I was at 
a loss to comprehend how, it 
was Obvious that I had really 
upset the man assigned to 
oversee the event, yet I could 
barely understand the words 
flying out of his mouth in my 
direction. 

At the time, I didn’t real- 
ize how close I had come to 
being fined by the commis- 
sion. I had broken from the 
in-ring protocol, which 
demands that a title belt be 
handed to a new champion 
only by an authorized mem- 
ber of the commission. Of 
course, none of that had been 
explained to me beforehand, 
nor had I ever heard of such 
a thing. It seemed like a 
rather arbitrary regulation, 
but evidently, it is one taken 
quite seriously. In fact, every 
facet of the mat game is 
taken very seriously in 
Mexico, because the airtight 
secrecy that surrounded pro 
wrestling in the U.S. decades 
ago still encompasses Lucha 
Libre in that nation. It is gov- 
erned and regarded as noth- 
ing less than legitimate sport. 
Evidently, the term “sports 
entertainment” has no 
Spanish equivalent. It’s 
something I will have to keep 
in mind on future trips south 
of the border. LI 
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Spotlight On... 





T= MOST FAMOUS son of 
“Bullet’ Bob Armstrong is once 
again part of the tag team 
champions of the world, only this time 
his partners are Konnan and Ron 
Killings, and not Billy Gunn, and this 
time he is an NWA, and not a WWE, 
tag team champion ... Brian Gerald 
James was born on May 20, 1970, 
the youngest son of Tennessee 
wrestler Bob Armstrong ... Older 
brothers Steve, Scott, and Brad fol- 
lowed in their fathers footsteps and 
became pro wrestlers ... Brian 
instead heeded the call of his country 
and enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, where he served for six years, 
participating in Operation Desert 


ra x4 


> 


July 1994: The Armstrong brothers didn’t accomplish much during a brief run together 
in the mid-1990s. But Brian was just getting started. And he hadn't gotten a chance to 
show off his personality and charisma yet. 
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B.G.§ JAMES 


Storm in 1991 ... Upon his return 
from Irag, Brian decided to join his 
father and brothers in Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling, where the 
Armstrong family was locked in a 
feud with Jim Cornette ... Brian was 
trained by Tommy Rich and his own 
brothers Scott and Steve ... Won his 
first championship by beating Robbie 
Eagle for the CWF heavyweight title 
on February 7, 1993. 

Had a short and uneventful stint 
alongside his brothers in WCW 
... beamed with Scott and Steve to 
beat Well Dunn and Owen Hart in a 
match pitting WWF talent against 
SMW talent on March 10, 1994 
... Joined fellow second-generation 





wrestler Jeff Jarrett in the WWF in 
early-1994, taking the name of The 
Roadie, and served as the wannabe 
country music star’s assistant 
... Roadie helped Jarrett win three 
Intercontinental titles and periodically 
stepped into the ring himself ... He 
and Jarrett lost to Razor Ramon 
(Scott Hall) in a handicap match at 
the first In Your House pay-per-view 
on May 14, 1995 ... Had better luck 
at the 1995 King of the Ring, beating 
Bob Holly in the quarterfinals before 
losing to Savio Vega in the semifinals 
... Scored a major victory over D-Lo 
Brown at SMW’s “Super Bowl Of 
Wrestling” on August 4, 1995. 

Jarrett and The Roadie later had a 
falling-out, and James left the 
WWF for the USWA, where he 
teamed with fellow Southern boy 
Tracey Smothers ... Began com- 
peting as Jesse James Armstrong 
... Defeated Brian Christopher to 
win the USWA Southern heavy- 
weight title on October 7, 1995, but 
dropped the belt back to Chris- 
topher 16 days later ... Feuded 
with Jarrett after James’ father, 
Bob, tried to wrest control of the 
USWA from Jeff's father, Jerry 
... On April 13, 1996, Armstrong 
won a battle royal to become the 
USWA’s first-ever TV champion 
... Was stripped of the title one 
month later after dropping a loser- 
leaves-the USWA match to Jarrett 
... Got revenge on his former part- 
ner by returning to the WWF and 
admitting he was the man that 
actually sang Jarrett's country sin- 
gle, “With My Baby Tonight” 
... This time, Armstrong was billed 
as Jesse James—the real 
“Double-J”—and feuded with the 
returning Jarrett ... Teamed with 
Bart Gunn, Bob Holly, and Aldo 
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January 1995: Jeff Jarrett was rarely seen without his Roadie during his first stint in 
the WWF. Roadie frequently ran interference for him. Little did anyone know he also 
voiced the country song that Jarrett claimed was his. 


Montoya in a winning effort against 
Bradshaw, Salvatore Sincere, The 
Sultan, and Billy Gunn in a dark 
match at the 1996 Survivor Series 
... IN early-1997, The Honky Tonk 
Man offered his managerial services 
to his fellow crooner, but Armstrong 


August 1995: James was thrilled to be 
part of a Smoky Mountain supercard 
called the “Super Bowl Of Wrestling.” He 
showed great intensity in defeating D-Lo 
Brown. 


26 The Wrestler 





responded by blasting HTM with his 
own guitar ... Honky signed Gunn, 
igniting a feud between James and 
Rockabilly (Gunn’s most ridiculous 
persona). 

James pinned Rock- 
abilly at In Your House 
XIV on April 20, 1997 
... While James was a 
fan favorite, he struggled 
on the mid-card level 
and was frequently left 
off PPVs_ events 
... Teamed with Bart 
Gunn in a dark match 
loss to The Head- 
bangers prior to King of 
the Ring 1997 ... In what 
turned out to be the 
biggest move of his 
career, James appeared 
on Shotgun Saturday 
Night and asked Billy 
Gunn to be his partner 

Soon they were § 
known as “Road Dogg” 
Jesse James and “Bad 
Ass” Billy Gunn, The 
New Age Outlaws ... 
Buoyed by James’ enter- 
taining promos and 
charisma, the team 
became a cult favorite 
even though they were 


Wars. 


November 1995: Jarrett returned to the USWA, his home 
promotion, to battle James in a feud that also involved 
both of their famous fathers. Jarrett got the best of those 


heels ... In what was largely consid- 
ered to be career suicide at the time, 
the Outlaws called out The Road 
Warriors, attacking Hawk and Animal 
and wearing their spiked shoulder 
pads ... On November 24, 1997, 
Gunn and James did the unthinkable, 
beating The Road Warriors to win the 
WWF tag team title. 

The Outlaws proved they were for 
real by beating the Warriors by DQ at 
IYH DeGeneration X on December 7, 
1997 ... Got their first taste of the 
main event on February 15, 1998, 
teaming with Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
and Savio Vega in a loss to Steve 
Austin, Owen Hart, Cactus Jack, and 
Chainsaw Charlie (Terry Funk) at No 
Way Out ... Lost the tag title to Funk 
and Cactus Jack in a dumpster match 
at WrestleMania XIV, but the title was 
later held up when it was determined 
Funk and Cactus dumped the Out- 
laws in a dumpster other than the one 
specified for the match ... The follow- 
ing night on Raw, Gunn and James 
brutalized the hardcore legends in a 
rematch and pushed the dumpster off 
the entrance ramp with them inside, 





—— 


March 1998: There has only been one 
dumpster match in WrestleMania history, 
and James was part of it. He and Billy 
Gunn lost the WWF tag title to Cactus 
Jack and Terry Funk ... sort of. 








sending Funk and Cactus to the hos- 
pital ... Helmsley, Chyna, and X-Pac 
liked the new aggression the Outlaws 
displayed and offered them a spot in 
the renegade DeGeneration X clique. 

Gunn and the Dogg successfully 
defended the title against the War- 
riors, The New Midnight Express, and 
The Headbangers ... Their second 
tag title reign came to an end when 
they lost to Kane and Mankind on 
July 13, 1998 ... Regained the title at 
SummerSlam 1998 when Kane did 
not appear, forcing Mankind to 
defend the gold alone ... James’ old 
feud with Jarrett came back to haunt 
him when Jarrett clubbed him in the 
throat with his guitar, injuring him 
... Gunn, James, and X-Pac defeated 
Jarrett and Southern Justice at Break 
Down in September 1998 ... As full- 
fledged fan favorites, the Outlaws lost 
the title to Ken Shamrock and Big 
Bossman on December 14, 1998 
... A day later, James defeated the 
Bossman for the WWF hardcore title 
... Gunn and James split their time 
between tag and singles competition 
... Was stripped of the hardcore title 
on February 8, 1999, after he was 
injured in a locker room altercation 
and was unable to wrestle... 
Rebounded stronger than ever, 





June 1999: By the summer of 1999, the 
once-united DX was falling apart. Road 
Dogg and Chyna ended up on oppo- 
rT) (oj [0 (1 Me lale Blelele Mm -lale(-le Melee) am in(- 
receiving end of one of Chyna’s pain- 
ful low blows. 


upsetting Val Venis for the Inter- 
continental title on March 15. 

That win allowed him to enter 
WrestleMania XV as I-C champion, 
where he faced former champs 
Goldust, Venis, and Shamrock in a 
four-corners elimination match 
... Surprisingly, he survived and left 
WM with the belt ... Dropped it to 
Goldust one night later, however 
... DX soon began to fragment ... On 
July 25, 1999, James and X-Pac 
defeated Gunn and Chyna at Fully 
Loaded to win the rights to use the 
DX name ... James was injured by 
Chris Jericho’s lion tamer and put out 
of action for almost a month ... On 
September 21, 1999, the Outlaws 
surprisingly reunited and regained the 
tag title with a win over The Rock and 
Mankind ... Lost the belts back to 
The Rock ’n’ Sock Connection three 
weeks later. 

DX finally re-formed in late- 
October and jumped Austin, becom- 
ing heels once again ... Outlaws won 
their fifth tag title on November 8, 
defeating Al Snow and Mankind, and 
defended the belts against Hardcore 
and Crash Holly, Snow and Mankind, 
and The APA ... Lost the belts for the 
final time on February 27, 2000, to 
The Dudley Boyz ... James went on 





December 1998: Although a lot of people 
laughed when they formed their team, 
Billy Gunn and Road Dogg laughed last— 
after winning five WWF tag titles together 
and taking home plaques as PWI’s Tag 
Team of the Year for 1998. 
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August 1999: Dogg even feuded with former partner Gunn for a stretch. 
Heck, chains were involved for a while! Then, out of nowhere, they 
reunited and put their problems behind them. 


to form teams with X-Pac and K-Kwik 
(Ron Killings), but he could never 
recapture the old Outlaws chemistry 
... On December 20, 2000, Road 
Dogg was suspended indefinitely by 
the WWF ... Was released by the 
company the following month ... 
Toured with World Wrestling All-Stars 
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October 2003: B.G. James’ career has been resurrected in TNA. He’s having a blast teaming 
and clowning with his Three Live Kru mates, Konnan and Ron Killings. They won the NWA 
tag title on the night before Thanksgiving. 
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in Australia ... On October 26, 2001, 
he defeated Konnan in a brutal dog- 
collar match ... Both Road Dogg and 
K-Dogg came out of that match with 
more respect for each other. 

On September 18, 2002, B.G. 
James made his NWA-TNA debut, 
revealing himself under a replica of 
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ing guy most of the time, but he does have a temper. 
It took four referees to pull him off The Rock-on this 


his father’s old Bullet mask, and form- 
ing an alliance with Scott Hall and 
Syxx-Pac ... On February 5, 2003, 
James lost to one-legged phenom 
Tenacious Z (Zach Gowen) in a fea- 
tured match in TNA ... Reunited with 
old pals Killings and Konnan and 
formed Three Live Kru ... Killings, 
Konnan, and James starred in 
several comedy skits and 
wrestled primarily in six-man 
matches ... In the fall of 2003, 
the three veterans wound up 
in a feud with Glenn Gilberti 
and NWA tag champs Simon 
Diamond and Johnny Swinger 
... On November 26, 2003, 
James, Killings, and Konnan 
defeated Diamond, Swinger, 
and Gilberti to win the held-up 
NWA tag title ... Title win 
capped a terrific comeback for 
James, whose career ap- 
peared to be in serious jeop- 
ardy months earlier ... The 
Kru is currently in the midst of 
a three-team feud with 
Swinger and Diamond and 
America’s Most Wanted ... 
James insists he is having the 
time of his life in TNA. 
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“TL wish | could conceive of a way that 
would allow me to be remembered for 
what! contributed, but! dont see 
anything that | could ever do as being 
anything other than a sellout.” 
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BRET HART 


RET HART’S LIFE turned upside-down on 
ia November 9, 1997, and he’s been on an emo- 
tional rollercoaster ever since. 

The story of the 1997 Survivor Series has grown to 
epic proportions. It was the stage on which a wrestler 
who believed in heroes was betrayed, a promoter 
became a larger-than-life villain, and a wrestling com- 
pany changed its direction. The events of that night 
were immortalized in the documentary Hitman Hart: 
Wrestling With Shadows. But when that night was 
over, Bret Hart was left wondering how things had 
come to this and what his legacy would be. 

Hart seemed fated to fail in WCW. His appearance 
at Starrcade 1997 was botched when referee Nick 
Patrick failed to make what was supposed to be a fast 
count in a match between Hulk Hogan and Sting. 
When Hart protested the count was fast, fans won- 
dered if he was the good guy he claimed to be, or if he 
was a whiner convinced that the world was against 
him, as Vince McMahon made Hart out to be. 

And then there was Owen. On May 23, 1999, Bret's 
youngest brother fell to his death from the ceiling of the 
Kemper Arena in Kansas City. It was the worst tragedy 
wrestling had seen, and it delivered a brutal blow to the 
Hart family. Owen’s wife, Martha, sued WWE for negli- 
gence. The lawsuit divided the family. 

Bret’s in-ring career came to an inglorious end 
shortly after he suffered a concussion from a stiff kick 
from Goldberg at Starrcade 1999. After winning five 
WWF World titles, two WWF tag titles, two Intercon- 
tinental titles, three WCW U.S. titles, one WCW tag 
title, and two WCW World titles, Bret’s incredible 
career came to an ignoble close. 

The tragedies continued to mount. Brother-in-law 
Davey Boy Smith died. Diana Smith, Davey Boy's wife 
and Bret'’s sister, wrote Under The Mat, an ugly tell-all 
book that spewed venom at the Hart family. Bret and 
his wife, Julie, divorced. Bret’s mother, Helen, died. 
Then, in the summer of 2002, Bret suffered a stroke 
that robbed him of the use of his left side. The leg- 
endary wrestler was confined to a wheelchair for 
months. 

On October 22, 2003, patriarch Stu Hart died at age 
88. In a sense, that brought a sad sort of closure to the 
ring of tragedies that had befallen the family. Senior 
Writer Dan Murphy conducted a 90-minute telephone 





interview with Bret three weeks after 
his father’s death. A candid Hart dis- 
cussed his career, McMahon, the 
state of WWE, his family, and talk of 
a comeback. 

Reported Murphy: “Even though 
the Montreal screw job took place six 
years ago, Bret talked about it like it 
happened yesterday. It's obvious that 
wound is still fresh. But at the same 
time, Bret clearly wants to return to 
wrestling in some capacity. The 
question is whether his pride will ever 
let him work for Vince McMahon 
again.” 


Q: | was just watching Hitman 
Hart: Wrestling With Shadows 
again in preparation for speak- 
ing with you today. In the first 
line of that documentary, you 
say, “It’s so hard to find a hero 


anywhere ... | loved being a 
hero to people around the 
world.” Do you think that, in 
wrestling at least, there are 
heroes anymore? Or has 
wrestling changed so much in 
recent years that you would 
have to be naive to look for 
heroes today? 


: I'd like to hope that there are still 


heroes in wrestling today, that 
there’s still a need for them and 
that they’re still out there. | can’t 
say that Kurt Angle isn’t a hero— 
I'd like to think that he is. I’m not 
sure if the wrestling audience has 
any need for heroes anymore. 
That’s a question | don’t know the 
answer to. 


: | hate to revisit it, but | think an 


obvious starting point is the 
1997 Survivor Series in Mont- 


real. Even though we are six 
years removed from it and so 
much has happened since, 
there are still people today 
who claim that it was just the 
greatest work in wrestling his- 
tory. It established Vince as 
the evil boss character that he 
has played ever since. It al- 
lowed you to leave the WWF 
with your head held high—rel- 
atively speaking—without 
cleanly losing to anyone. 
Everyone, in theory at least, 
seemed to benefit from it. | 
know there are still people who 
don’t believe that the moon 
landing ever took place, but 
how would you address that? 


: About the same as you just did. | 


mean, if it was a work, | was 
worked just like everyone else 





In just a few months, we will mark the fifth anniversary of the tragic death of Owen Hart, Bret’s broth- 
er and one of his favorite opponents. It’s easy to see that his death still affects Bret. 
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was, because it wasn't a work. It 
was a shoot. That's all it could 
be. The animosity and the things 
that happened in that day—it 
would be kind of like the Kennedy 
assassination story in wrestling. | 
still meet people today that tell 
me they were there. They can tell 
me where they sat and what their 
reaction was. They knew exactly 
what happened, and they were 
as upset about it as | was. | know 
it's easy now for a lot of people to 
justify that the promoter, Vince 
McMahon, sort of had to do what 
he had to do because it was busi- 
ness, and he put down sort of a 
rebellious wrestler who was mak- 
ing a bit too much of a thing for 
himself. But that’s not what it was 
at all. It was really just a rotten 
thing to do to a wrestler that 
worked as hard for Vince Mc- 
Mahon as | did. | gave him so 
much. | don’t know of anybody in 
the company that was ever more 
of a company guy, that gave 
every bit to the wrestling busi- 
ness. The passion and love that | 
have for the wrestling business, | 


the freefall it would go into. Even 
Hulk Hogan couldn’t stop it at 
that point, really. It was like an 
elevator falling. | think you have 
to respect the guys that pull the 
hardest and stop that elevator 
from falling any more. They relied 
on me to stop that elevator from 
falling and save the wrestling 
business. Maybe over the years 


—— — 


there would have been someone 
else, like Shawn Michaels or 
somebody. The fact is, there 
wasn't. It was up to me. 


: When you pull back and look 


at the WWF title lineage, you 
had the Hogan era and the 
next big peak era—in terms of 
mainstream audiences, at 
least—was the Austin era. 








gave that almost like a gift to 
Vince McMahon Six years after the fact, we’re still talking about Survivor Series 1997. And Bret won't ever 
; allow what was done to him in the match with Shawn Michaels (above) to be minimized. Yet 
| was always the guy who _ festill considers his WrestleMania XII match with HBK one of his best (below). 
gave counseling and advice to 


the guys who were discouraged 
or thinking about quitting. | like to 
think that | was always the guy 
that gave them a little support, 
but also gave them both sides of 
the argument. | was sort of noto- 
rious for being pretty fair and 
even-handed when | tried to give 
people advice. | think that all that 
meant a lot to the company and 
helped the company, especially 
in the years after Hulk Hogan. 
You have to appreciate the peo- 
ple in the wrestling business that 
can save the business and sal- 
vage the business after the Ar- 
gentina Roccas and the Gor- 
geous Georges move on to the 
rest of their lives and leave a big 
void. It was a little like that when 
Hogan left. He was this huge 
entity in wrestling, and when he 
stepped back, there was nothing 
to save the business or to stop 
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Where do you feel Bret Hart 
fits in among WWF champi- 
ons? What is his legacy? How 
will you be remembered? 

: | think | was the guy that made 
wrestling real again. | had my 
share of ridiculous storylines, 
wrestling pirates and dentists and 
things like that. But when | look 
back on my career, people be- 
lieved the realism of my matches 
against Curt Hennig, Roddy 
Piper, The British Bulldog. A lot of 
the matches | had with The Hart 
Foundation. | built up a reputation 
amongst serious wrestling fans 
as the guy that can make wres- 
tling seem real again. | took that 
all the way, as far as | could take 
it. | wasn’t 6’8”. | didn’t have 30- 
inch arms. | didn’t have a lot of 
things you “needed” to be the guy 
that carried the business. All that 
| had was my wrestling ability. | 
think | brought that all the way up 
to the WrestleMania match | had 
with Austin and the hour match | 


had with Michaels. The match | 
had against Kevin Nash where | 
went crashing through the table. 
And even the ones with the pirate 
(Pierre Ouellet), Hakushi, and 
Jerry Lawler. | was able to give 
wrestling fans the most realistic 
kind of matches. Even against 
guys like Jerry Lawler, who 
weren't really known as being 
“real.” But when | used to bump 
him all over the ring, people were 
ready to lynch him. It kind of 
brought the realism back. | think 
that when Steve Austin and | 
wrestled, wrestling was at its all- 
time peak. 


Q: That’s where you did the dou- 


ble switch at WrestleMania XIll 
that turned you heel and really 
boosted Austin as the top 
babyface. That was a relatively 
understated turn you made, 
and it was one of the most ef- 
fective turns I’ve seen—both 
for you and for Austin. 


A: Steve’s character was based on 


““Tbuilt up a reputation 
amongst serious 
wrestling fans as the guy 
that can make wrestling 
seem real again.” 





It is a shame that the Hart family, long thought to be such a beautiful, close-knit clan has become so frac- 
tured. Bret has accepted that that is the way things will likely remain. 
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total realism. It seemed like what 
you saw in the ring was what he 
really was. They were moving 
away from the cartoon charac- 
ters. The wrestling characters 
themselves were becoming real 
personas, and the people were 
anxious to see Bret Hart wrestle 
Shawn Michaels. 

The sad thing about all the 
problems that happened with me 
and Shawn Michaels—the truth 
of it is that we had probably the 
best foundation of having the 
best “worked shoot” of maybe the 


last 30 years. People say the 
whole thing with me and Vince 
was a work. The truth is, it easily 
could have been, or should have 
been. There was no reason why 
the tension and bad feelings 
between me and Shawn couldn't 
have only been part of a story- 
line. | was always under the im- 
pression for a long time that 
that’s what it was, that we were 
working to sell tickets and draw 
money with each other. | was 
talking about Shawn Michaels the 
character, never Michael Hick- 





enbottom the person. Everything 
| said about him had his blessing 
anyway, like when | talked about 
him being in Playgirl magazine. It 
was all stuff that was common 
knowledge amongst wrestling 
fans. The reactions he got from 
things like that weren’t meant to 
be hurtful to him in a serious way. 

We were just working our little 

Storyline. Unfortunately, in the 

end, Shawn let those things real- 

ly get to him. It escalated into 

some real bad feelings, and this 

idea of a work was lost and it 
ended up being kind of a 
shoot, | guess. 

Q: One of the things that real- 
ly kind of clouds the 
whole work-shoot issue is 
that storyline was really 
the first time Vince Mc- 
Mahon was outed on TV 
as the owner of WWE. Up 
until then, he was just 
known to casual fans as a 
commentator. | remember 
Michaels cutting a promo 
in the ring and talking 
about the boss man, and 
rolling his eyes over at 
Vince at the announce 
table. That was the first 
time that had ever been 
brought out. There was a 
fine line between work 
and shoot that everyone 
seemed to be walking, and 
it’s still what confuses the 
issue for a lot of people 
today. At one point, 
Shawn even made a com- 
ment that you were enjoy- 
ing “Sunny days,” imply- 
ing that you were having 
an affair with Tammy 
Sytch. At what point did 
your feud start getting 
personal and becoming 
more real life? 

A: | would say at that moment, 
right then and there. That 
comment was just unbeliev- 
able. It took me a couple of 
days to get the gist of the 
intention and really see how 


Hart and Roddy Piper embraced after the “Hitman” defeated “The Rowdy Scot” for the 
Intercontinental title at WrestleMania Vill. He doesn’t appreciate some of the comments made 
by Piper in recent years, however. 


rotten that was. It was a rot- 
ten thing to do to anybody. 
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There was no accountability for it. 
There was nothing going on with 
me and Sunny anyway. She was 
only on the road a couple days a 
month in those days, if I'm not 
mistaken, and Chris Candido 
was on the road with her. To say 
| was with her, it was strictly just 
a nasty tactic. | remember Jim 
Ross calling to apologize to me 
about it profusely. He said it was 
unprofessional and they would 
talk to him about it. You know, | 
didn’t really Know what it was 
until the wrestlers brought it up. | 
was behind the curtain at the 
time and couldn't really hear what 
he was saying. My kids brought it 
up to me after they’d been to 


Q: 


A: 





Ask Hart about favorite cpponents and Curt Hennig’s 
name will come up quickly. Their SummerSlam 1991 
showdown was a classic. 


school. When my dad brought it 

up, that was the final straw. 

Obviously, a lot of people were 

starting to think that there was 

something. That's when | realized 
it's one thing to say something 
about somebody if no one gets it, 
but everyone started to get it. 

There’s still no place for that on a 

wrestling show. | wouldn't dream 

of doing anything like that to a 

person. 

After that took place, did 

Shawn ever apologize to you 

for casting those personal 

aspersions? 

He never apologized. We had a 

little backstage fight. | think it was 

in Hartford. | was still recovering 
from knee surgery 
at the time, so | was 
trying to be real 
careful of my knee, 
and we got into it. It 
was kind of like two 
girls having a hair- 
pulling contest. 
Anyway, he lost and 
he left the WWF. 
He came back at 
the end of the sum- 
mer, and | think 
maybe part of his 
negotiations was 
maybe we should 
set Bret up, be- 
cause maybe Vince 
was Starting to 
change his heart 
about me. | don’t 
know when Vince 
decided to screw 
me over, but | think 
it was all formed 
over that summer. | 
think Shawn was in 
on it from the get- 
go, and he was 
behind my being 
ousted. 

Q: He has _ finally 
come out and ad- 
mitted he was in 
on the double- 
cross itself. Ex- 
actly when he got 
involved, though, 
no one knows. 


““Tthink Shawn was in 
on it from the get-go, 
and he was behind 
my being ousted.” 





Now that he has kind of come 
clean, and Triple-H has made 
several references that he was 
in on it, if you were to make 
another appearance in WWE, 
how would you react around 
Shawn and Triple-H? Has time 
eased your feelings on them? 
Would you go out of your way 
to avoid them, or would you 
confront them on everything? 


: | don’t have anything left to say to 


either one of them. | have little 
respect for either one of them. It’s 
like we shouldn't bother with the 
formalities and pretend like we 
have respect for each other, be- 
cause we don't. | don’t believe 
either one of them. | said they 
were liars back then. | think you’d 
be hard-pressed to find very 
many wrestlers who would have 
done the same thing. | mean, if | 
was a hockey player and some- 
one asked me to do something 
underhanded along those same 
lines to Wayne Gretzky or Bobby 
Orr, | couldn't imagine being in- 
volved in something like that. | 
would have said, “Look, | can't do 
that to a guy who’s worked this 
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hard.” They may have benefited 
from what happened, but they 
were never team players. They 
were never part of that whole 
group in the dressing room. They 
were guys that were very selfish 
and were working for their own 
objectives. Basically, the whole 
thing about The Kliq is that it was 
real. It was a real bunch of guys 
who decided they were 
going to work around 
each other and they 
were going to make a 
whole bunch of money 
and they didn’t care 
about anyone else in 
the company or who 
else was working hard. 


enough things to be stressed out 
about. | don’t think that’s what it 
was. At the same time, | appreci- 
ated the chance. When Vince 
called, the way it was starting to 
look to me and maybe it still does 
is | hate the idea of being almost 
erased, where people forget who 
| was and what kind of wrestler | 
was. | don’t want to be remem- 












When Vince called, | said | just 
want to be applauded for the con- 
tributions I’ve made. When he 
called, he said he would. I’ve 
noticed now they mention my 
name a little more. When they 
show a highlight of one of my 
matches, it’s not always a clip 
where I’m getting dropkicked in 
the face by Shawn or something. 
| was actually really hurt by the 
Best Of WrestleMania DVD. 
They showed highlights of some 
of my matches, but the highlights 
weren't of my great spots. They 
weren't the highlights of the 
match, for sure. They were just 
pictures of blase moves of mine 


Some of Hart's favorite less-heralded oppo- 
nents include Hakushi (left), with whom he 
feuded in 1995, and a green youngster 
called Dr. Isaac Yankem (below). You know 
him today as Kane. 









| have never chosen or 
selected who | work 
with. | thought they 


were really bad. That 
whole group was most- 
ly a detriment to the 
business and the mor- 
ale of the business and 
the whole hierarchy of 
working hard. They 
buried a lot of people, 
connived their way, and 
wheeled and dealed, Pe 
and sucked up to the 
boss to get to the top. 

: Now you've transi- 
tioned right into my 
questions about Vince 
McMahon. | know that 
Vince attended your 
father’s funeral. What 
is your relationship 
now with Vince on a 
personal level? 

: Well, | did appreciate 
the fact that Vince 
called me when | had my stroke. 
lt meant something to me. How 
much it meant, | can’t really say, 
but | know it meant a lot to me. 
When | had my stroke, | wasn't 
sure what caused it. One of the 
things that was brought up to me 
was stress. | wondered if | 
allowed myself to get so stressed 
out over bulls _ that happened 
with Vince McMahon, and 
Owen's death, and my mom, and 
Davey Boy. | certainly had 
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bered as a guy who was a little 
unruly and didn’t want to cooper- 
ate, and they had to fire him 
because he had a discipline 
problem. That's blown out of pro- 
portion. WWE will always have 
their version. | was worried that 
people would start to forget what 
| really was—the guy that was a 
really great wrestler. | took so 
much pride in my performance as 
a wrestler in my matches. | think | 
was a real storyteller out there. 





to throw in there so they can say 
they had me in there, but they 
weren't trying to highlight what | 
accomplished. Most of the 
footage highlighted my opponent 
rather than me. | felt like | was 
being slighted. Like people would 
see these sorts of DVDs over the 
years and come to the conclusion 
that | just wasn’t as good. It 
wasn't fair that they’d minimize 
what | was all about. Anyway, | 
appreciate that he called, and 


that there was an opening to 
maybe not have such hard feel- 
ings. There’s nothing | can do to 
bring Owen back, and whatever's 
happened has happened. | just 
want to move on with my life. | 
certainly don’t forgive what they 
did or accept that it was the right 
thing to do. | accept that | was 
screwed over and worked really 
hard for the company and they 
treated me poorly for what | gave 
them in return. | don’t resent the 
wrestling business, and | don't 
resent all the other guys who 
work for the company. | even 
have nephews and grandsons— 
well, not grandsons. Sfu’s grand- 
sons. 

: You're getting a little ahead of 
yourself there. 

: (Laughs) Yeah. My dad’s grand- 
sons. They still have aspirations 
of wrestling and don’t want to sell 
out what’s important to me. They 


were holding themselves back, 
and they still are to a certain 
degree, and that’s not fair to 
these guys. If they’re good 
enough to get to WWE, where 
else are they going to ao? 
There’s nowhere else to gc. | 
don’t want to hold people back 
from making a living. I'd like to 
extend a kind of live-and-let-live 
olive branch to Vince. | appreci- 
ate what he did do for me. There 
would never have been a Bret 
“The Hitman” Hart without Vince 
McMahon. At the same time, 
what happened happened, and | 
stand by what | did. 


: You mentioned your relatives 


that are trying to break into 
wrestling. One of your neph- 
ews, Teddy Hart, got some 
heat at a recent Ring of Honor 
show. ROH promoter Gabe 
Sapolsky called him “the 
greatest talent in the business 





to bring Owen hack, and 
whatever's happened has 
happened. | just want to 
move on with my life.” 





who will never make it any- 
where” after Teddy no-sold 
some moves and did some 
somersaults off the top of a 
cage to show off and to show 
up his opponents. Do you talk 
to Teddy regularly and give 
him pointers? 


: | try to give him pointers, but 


Teddy can be his own worst 
enemy. My advice to him, without 
even knowing the circumstances, 
would be that you never want to 
alienate your fellow wrestlers and 
the rest of the guys. Whatever he 
did, he should re-evaluate him- 
self. | think it’s important to be 
respected by your fellow wres- 
tlers. | think he was doing a lot of 
showboating and ignored every- 
body else at the show. | get the 
impression Ted maybe handled 
himself poorly, and that’s a big 
mistake for a guy who hasn't got 
much of a reputation yet that 
could maybe turn into a good 
reputation. He’s already been 
snagged with negative com- 


Hart and Jerry Lawler earned PWI Feud of the Year honors in 1993. “The King” wasn’t ments. 
one of Bret’s more athletic foils, but they had great chemistry together. Q: Which is a shame, because 
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ly the last, but unfortunately, 
that hasn’t been the trend. Rod- 
dy Piper has really touched on 
that a lot lately. He’s even got- 
ten a negative reaction from 
some fans who think he’s ex- 
ploited the deaths of others— 
including Owen—to promote 
himself and to push his book. | 
know that you and Piper were 
close, and you had one of the 
greatest buildups for your 
match against him at Wrestle- 
Mania Vill, but do you stay in 
touch with Piper now? Do you 
agree with his feelings on 
something having to be done, 
or do you think he has over- 
stepped his bounds? 


: I'm not sure what he’s said. 


Didn't he do an HBO special? 


: Yeah, he appeared on Real 


Sports With Bryant Gumbel, 
and he also did a tirade on 
NWA-TNA a few months prior 
to that. 


: | agree with the HBO stuff. That's 


the right platform. It's something 
to be taken seriously. | certainly 





Bret and brother-in-law “British Bulldog” 
Davey Boy Smith didn't always see eye- 
to-eye. Still, he puts him high on his list of 
favorite opponents. 


Hart and Steve Austin did a lot for each other’s career with their intense 1996-’97 
feud in which “Stone-Cold” emerged as the ultimate anti-hero and the “Hitman” 
turned heel ever so passionately. 


from what I’ve seen, he’s a fan- 
tastic talent. He has natural 
movement to him. You hear 
the name Hart and you don’t 
think so much of high-flying 
moves. You think of mat wres- 
tling and grappling. Teddy has 
a lot of potential. 

: He kind of buries himself when 
he puts his foot in his mouth. He 
may think it’s just some small 
wrestling Company up on the 
East Coast, but you can get 
blacklisted in this business very 
quick. 

: Back to Vince McMahon. Your 
personal feelings aside, what 
are your real thoughts on 
Vince as a businessman? Is he 
a genius, as he’s so often 
made out to be? 

: I’ve always believed that Vince 
would have gone a lot further 
with the company, and things 
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would be a lot better for the busi- 
ness if he’d been nicer and a little 
more considerate of his wrestlers 
over all these years. The idea 
was always to be ruthless be- 
cause he thought the wrestlers 
would screw you in the end. | 
don’t believe that. | think the Hulk 
Hogans and the Bret Harts and 
the other wrestlers, we all took 
pride in the company. | think we 
all wanted to be good little am- 
bassadors forever. The company 
would look a lot better and would 
stand a lot higher today if he 
treated his Bruno Sammartinos 
and his Hulk Hogans and his Bret 
Harts with just a little more appre- 
ciation for what we brought to the 
company. 


: As we all know, a large number 


of wrestlers have died prema- 
turely over the years. Crash 
Holly is the latest and hopeful- 





agree with his right to say that 
and to make his feelings known. 
But | don’t like it when he does 
what he did a few times in WCW, 
when he throws Owen's name 
out as part of a storyline. He did it 
with Vince Russo and made 
some reference to Owen falling 
out of the ceiling. | Know he 
means it, but | wish he wouldn't 
involve Owen in wrestling story- 
lines. Owen's death was not an 
angle. Same as what happened 
with me and Vince McMahon at 
Survivor Series with Shawn 
Michaels. Chris Jericho did that a 
few months ago. It hurts because 
these are things that happened 
for real and you should just leave 
alone. | was very ashamed about 
what happened to me in Mont- 
real. What they did was a very 
rotten thing and not something to 
joke around about. It changed my 
life in a lot of ways. | just wish 
Roddy wouldn't mention Owen’s 
death. If you want to bring it up 
on a serious forum, like Larry 
King or a sports show where you 








can make some very serious 
points about the wrongs and the 
rights, the negatives and the pos- 
itives, then that’s fine. 


: As opposed to name-dropping 


for a cheap pop on TNA. 


: Right. My sister Diana and Davey 


were talking about how they were 
going to win the title in Qwen’s 
honor. | thought, What a bunch of 
bulls ___. You don't win a title in 
wrestling for someone that died. | 
found that in really bad taste. 


: Was that a comment they 


made privately? | don’t remem- 
ber that from WWF TV. 


: It was a comment they made on 


the news up here in Calgary a 
couple days after he died. It’s just 
not a storyline. This is real—my 
brother really died. It's not some- 
thing where you come back and 
win a title and it’s all okay. There’s 
some things that happen in wres- 
tling that are real and you should 
respect and just leave alone. My 
case with Vince, we were back on 
pretty good terms. | was kind of 
live-and-let-live. And that was 
jeopardized so they 
could get a reaction 
from a crowd in Mon- 
treal (on Raw in the 
summer of 2003). | 
didn't let it get to me, 
because | decided | 
wasn't going to /et it get 
to me anymore. | 
thought it was a foolish 
thing to do. Going back 
to Roddy, | have a lot 
of respect for him, but 
what happened with 
Owen is totally different 
and separate from 
what happened to any 
other wrestler. Owen’s 
in a category all by 
himself. 

Q: Over the last few 
years, WWE has 
made a concerted 
effort to cut down on 
some of the high 
spots and reduce 
serious injuries. They 
have all but elimi- 
nated the piledriver 


—_ 





7 
“There's some things 
that happen in wrestling 
that are real and you 
should respect and just 
leave alone.” 


\ 





and have requested that wres- 
tlers cut down on overhead 
suplexes. You were never a 
big high spot wrestler, but 
you certainly took your share. 
What are your thoughts on the 
current WWE style? How can 
WWE strike a balance in giv- 
ing the fans the action they 
want and keeping the wres- 
tlers safe? 


: | don’t watch it much anymore, 


which is disappointing. | try to 
watch, but when it gets into the 
soap opera stuff ... There’s a lot 
of girls out there, and angles are 
based on who got somebody's 
girlfriend pregnant and stuff. | just 
don’t have any interest in watch- 
ing it. | like a lot of the small guys, 
but sometimes you've got to get 
back to basics and make wres- 
tling reasonably real to watch. 
You don't have any realism in the 
wrestling matches. There’s noth- 
ing at stake anymore. It’s just a 
show. Wrestling has sort of 
turned into a bunch of acrobats 
who've worked out all these little 
high spots in the shower back- 
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—— a 


Just by reading his remarks, you can tell Hart isn’t quite sure how he feels about Vince 
McMahon. There are a lot of conflicting emotions and thoughts involved. 


stage and they go out to the ring 
and do them all like clockwork. 
Dean Malenko was one of those 
kind of guys. It just looked too 
routine. It lost its realism. Nobody 
really fights like that. 

: Let’s go back to your run in 
WCW. Even before the Gold- 
berg kick, you seemed snake- 
bitten. When you came out at 
Starrcade 1997, Nick Patrick 
botched the supposed fast 
count in the Hogan-Sting 
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evan, 





match. As a result, Sting’s big 
win was kind of clouded, and 
here you are coming in and 
insisting that a normal count 
was fast, which kind of blurred 
your big return as a good guy. 
Fans couldn't tell if you were a 
good guy or bad guy. What 
happened after that point? 
Why did your WCW run go as 
poorly as it did? 


: Well, who’s responsible for that— 


to me at least—is still a mystery, 





although there’s quite a few peo- 
ple who know, because there 
were quite a few people involved. 
| can only say there was a lot of 
negligence. There were some 
real imbeciles who had no idea 
about wrestling there. | always 
found with WCW—and | won't 
Say names—but | would say the 
entire the business was run by 
people who had no concept of 
what a good match was and what 
a crappy match was, what made 
sense and what didn’t make 
sense, who had talent and who 
didn’t have talent. They had no 
idea. A lot of wrestlers with some 
experience were in a rare posi- 
tion of power. Wrestlers who 
never drew a dime on top— 
mediocre wrestlers who had 
been around forever—were call- 
ing the shots. It’s like having a 
bunch of football teams coached 
by really poor coaches. The 
whole time | was there, nobody 
ever made sense about anything. 
Eric Bischoff, who was a nice 
enough guy at least as far as he 
treated me personally, didn't 
have a clue. He reminded me a 
lot of the Wizard in The Wizard 
Of Oz. It, unfortunately, has to fall 
on Eric’s head that he killed the 
business with his poor job of run- 
ning the company. He had things 
in a great position. He had a 
great team of wrestlers working 
for him. He had some of the best 
talent in the world and he took it 
absolutely nowhere. 


: Is that because the executives 


were too focused on the week- 
ly ratings and not looking at 
long-term storyline continuity, 
or is it just because the guys in 
charge weren’t wrestling 
guys? 


: They weren't wrestling people 


and they didn't have a clue. I'll be 
honest. Before | left the WWF, all 
the stuff with The Hart Foun- 
dation and Canada and the U.S., 
stuff with me and Shawn and 
even The Undertaker and Man- 
kind—all the stuff the WWF was 
doing amazed me when | 
watched and compared the two 


shows when WCW started to 
beat Vince in the ratings. The 
funny thing about it was | could 
never understand why. Vince’s 
show was always 100 times bet- 
ter than WCW and always made 
a lot more sense. | think it was 
because it was a new product 
and because Hogan was a heel, 
and there was some interest in 
how they were doing that NWO 
Storyline with Kevin Nash and 
Scott Hall and some of the under- 
handed stuff with Bischoff expos- 
ing the finishes on Raw. They 
were taking real swings at each 
other. It resulted in this all-out 
war mentality between the two 
companies. It played into WCW 
being this new, radical company 
for wresiling. It was interesting, 
but | could never understand how 
anyone could be watching that 
when you had Austin smashing 
my leg up with the chair and 
Shawn. We had some of the best 
workers anywhere. I'll never take 
away the fact that Shawn was a 
great wrestler. In fact, my favorite 
time of the whole time | worked 
there was that period. It was a 
very artistic period where guys 
like Shawn, Austin, myself, 
Goldust, and Owen were doing 


all we could to take wrestling in 
the right direction. 


: You suffered your stroke on 


June 24, 2002. It happened 
after you fell off your bicycle 
one day. Tell me exactly what 
happened at that moment. 


: | was riding my bicycle along the 


river here in downtown Calgary 
and | hit a big pothole in the 
grass, and my bike kind of fell 
over sideways. | wasn’t going 
real fast, just coasting, standing 
up on one leg, and | fell off side- 
ways. It wasn’t very dramatic, 
maybe like doing a rolling head- 
stand on the grass. It was like a 
clown. If you had watched it, you 
would probably have gotten a 
chuckle out of it. The moment my 
head made contact with the 
grass, it rolled across. | had no 
bumps or abrasions or anything. 
That impact of rolling across the 
grass—l| suffered my stroke 
immediately. Some people can 
argue | had the stroke first, and 
that’s why | crashed. No real way 
to say, except based on what | 
remember. And that was hitting 
my head and rolling. | looked up 
and | was laying flat on my back. 
| remember looking up and see- 
ing all these silver dots spinning 


“They were taking real 
swings at each other. It 
resulted in this all-out 
war mentality between 
the two companies.” 





around in a kind of cone shape. It 
was only in my left eye, not my 
right eye. That’s always made me 
believe | was having the stroke 
right then. At that second, | lost 
everything, every ounce of mus- 
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No matter the size or style of his opponent, Bret tried his best to get great matches out of him. And he usu- 
ally succeeded. He’s proud of the bout he and Kevin “Diesel” Nash had at Survivor Series 1995. 
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What really turned the Hart-Michaels rivalry from professional to personal was HBK’s insinuation 
that Hart had a relationship with Tammy “Sunny” Sytch. He’s angry about it to this day. 


cle, on my left side. | somehow 
managed to sit up and eventually 
call for an ambulance when | 
couldn't get back on my bike. | 
actually managed to stand up 
again and tried to convince 
myself | was going to get back on 
my bike and ride away. | couldn't 
swing my leg over the bike. | tried 
to keep my right hand on the 
handlebars. | don’t know what | 
was thinking—like | was going to 
ride one-handed, | guess. 


: It must have scared the hell 


out of you when your body 
didn’t respond. 


: | couldn't figure out what the heck 


it was. | thought | had a pinched 
nerve and | kept waiting to snap 
out of it. 


: What are some of the physical 


limitations you have from the 
stroke now? I’ve seen a lot of 
conflicting reports on the In- 
ternet. I’ve heard that you’ve 
had trouble speaking, and 
based on your voice right now, | 
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would never have known that 
you'd had a stroke. How close 
are you to being fully recuperat- 
ed—not necessarily in wrestling 
condition, but healthy? 


: My feeling is that I’m pretty 


close to a walking miracle, and | 
don't like to throw that around 
too much. I’ve got about 90 per- 
cent of my strength back. My 
understanding is—from hearing 
from other people who had 
strokes around the same time 
as me that | saw at the hospital 
about a month-and-a-half ago— 
many of them have got nothing 
back. They've still got their 
arms in slings; their arms are 
useless to them. They can’t 
close their hands. Basically, 
they might as well chop their 
arms off. They’re on crutches. 
They just didn’t get anything 
back. In my case, | got every- 
thing back. The only thing | 
didn’t get back is | have a weak- 
ness on my left side. Every 


muscle on my left side is maybe 
60 percent of what it used to be. 
Bench-pressing 271 pounds for 
four reps is my latest record. 


: That’s not bad, stroke or no 


stroke. 


A: Yes, for a guy who, when | had 


my stroke, | couldn’t turn my 
hand over and | was in a wheel- 
chair for three months. It took me 
four months to wink with my left 
eye. | had no smile. | still have a 
stamina problem, so if | have a 
long day or get up really early in 
the morning and | work out, by 
the end of the night, | can be 
pretty tired. It can reflect in my 
walk and my voice where my 
voice gets awfully tired. But if I’m 
sitting down and rested and I've 
had a good night’s sleep, you 
would hardly even notice. At one 
point, | was praying | could get 
out of my wheelchair and be able 
to walk to my bed, or be able to 
go to the bathroom without some- 
one helping me. When you get 


past those things and you're dri- 
ving your car again, it’s pretty 
amazing. | don’t walk the way | 
used to, and I’m not what | used 
to be. I’m not the man | was a 
year-and-a-half or two years 
ago. | still have room for im- 
provement. But I’m very pleased 
to be talking to you now and not 
have to fight to swallow or drink 
water. I'll probably have a gener- 
al weakness in my left side for- 
ever, but I’m pretty much the 
same Bret Hart. 

: That’s great to hear. There 
have been reports that Kurt 
Angle recently contacted you 
about working a match against 
him at WrestleMania XX. You 
came out fairly quickly and 
said you weren’t in wrestling 
condition. Have you shut the 
door on that entirely, or is just 
that as of late-November, you 
weren't ready? With the rate 
that you’ve been recovering, is 
there the slightest chance we'll 
see you in the ring again? 

: I'm done. | really was done from 
the concussion kick Goldberg 
gave me. To this day, | believe 
they were related. 

: The stroke and the concus- 
sion? 

: Yeah. | still have problems with 
my balance. If | dive into my 
Swimming pool, | get a head- 
ache. If | turn my head around a 
few times during the day just to 
change lanes, | can get head- 
aches. This all tells me that if | 
went back to wrestling, | could do 
such damage to my brain. The 
doctors said if | kept going | could 
end up like Muhammad Ali, and | 
could sense that | wasn’t far from 
that. | have a delicate cranium 
now that | have to be very protec- 
tive of. Taking a back bump or 
fal—a bodyslam, for example— 
don’t know. That could even kill 
me. The thought of wrestling is 
impossible. The stroke has made 
it an impossibility. Beyond impos- 
sible. It's never going to happen. 
But if | could pick one wrestler to 
wrestle, it would be Kurt Angle. 
I'm a big fan of his. | think he rep- 


resents what is good about the 
wrestling business. | have a lot of 
respect for him. 


: Other than Angle, is there any- 


one else you would just love to 
work with? 


: | don’t know what he’s like to 


work with, but | really like Brock 
Lesnar’s stuff. | love their match- 
es. If | hear that Kurt Angle and 
Brock Lesnar are on TV wres- 
tling, | turn it on. | like everything 
about them. They represent the 
only thing that’s real and good 
about wrestling. Benoit’s very 
good. There are a few other guys. 


: Did you get a chance to see 


the Lesnar-Angle “Ironman” 
match? 


: No, | saw them at WrestleMania, 


but | didn’t see that match, but | 
would love to see it. | saw them 
on one of the shows and | 
thought they both looked good 
again. | like the way they wrestle, 
especially Kurt with the neck 
injury. It’s impressive that he 
wrestles the way he does. Brock 
Lesnar, | don’t know if he’s stiff, 
but he looks impressive to me. 


: You’re 46 now. Had the kick 


never taken place, had Mont- 
real never taken place, and 
certainly the stroke, do you 
think you’d still be wrestling 
now? Or by this time do you 
think you’d be retired? 


: Definitely wrestling. 
: Would you be in WWE, WCW if 


it still existed, NWA-TNA, 
Japan, or where? 


: The truth is | never wanted to 


leave the WWF. | always wanted 
to be an ambassador for the 
company and be somebody that 
could represent it for years and 
years. | wanted to be the Wayne 
Gretzky of the WWF. | never had 
any intention of leaving. | always 
thought all the effort and all the 
hard work | did would always be 
remembered and they'd keep me 
involved in some way as part of 
the company down the road. | 
always thought, even when | left 
for WCW, if Vince wouldn’t have 
screwed me and would have 
called, asking me to come back 


“Til probably have a 
general weakness in 
my leit side forever, 
but lm pretty much 
the same Bret Hart.” 





when my contract expired, there’s 
a pretty good chance | would 
have finished my career there. 
Give my face three years rest, let 
me work with some new guys in 
WCW. | would represent WCW 
as best as | could, but | think my 
heart would have always been 
with Vince. There’s a lot of things 
that | wanted to happen, that 
should have and didn’t. 


: Do you think you could still be 


that ambassador today, or is 
that door shut at this point? 


: (Pauses) | think it’s ... | don’t 


think the fans who really respect 
me and love me ... a lot of fans 
will tell you they want me to go 
back. But | don’t care what any 
polls say and what the Web sites 
say—the real people | talk to 
everyday would never want me 
to go back. | think what they 
respect about me is my integrity. 
It’s like if the NHL screwed over 
Wayne Gretzky, you know he 
would never come back. What 
they did to me was really rotten. | 
don’t want to minimize that. | 
think people would be disappoint- 
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and things. I'm under the impres- 
sion that | could possibly still do a 
DVD of my greatest matches and 
show the fans what | did and 
what | was about. 

: Let's say WWE gave you cre- 
ative control of your own DVD. 
lf you could choose only six 
matches to include to really 
encapsulate your career, what 
would they be? 

: Well, | could think of a lot of situa- 
tions and matches, but if | had to 
pick six matches, for sure, lI’d 
have to pick my match with Bull- 
dog (SummerSlam 1992), the 
hour match with Shawn (Wres- 
tleMania XII), the match with my 


a 


o> 


Ask Hart what exactly went wrong with him in 
WCW and he’s not totally sure. He won quite a 
bit of gold there (above), but he never became 
the star. He places a lot of blame for the com- 
pany’s problems on Eric Bischoff (right). 


ed in me. You know, | wish | 
could conceive of a way that 
would allow me to be remem- 
bered for what | contributed, but | 
don't see anything that | could 
ever do as being anything other 
than a sellout. | haven’t allowed 
myself to come to terms with 
being the recipient of a WWE 
payroll check. | kind of promised 
myself that | would never work 
for them again. | have no hard 
feelings, not as much, and | don’t 
want to say anything now that 
would jeopardize the possibility of 
me having access to my pictures 
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brother Owen (WrestleMania X), 
the match with Austin (Wres- 
tleMania XIll). That’s actually a 
really tough question. | look at my 
matches maybe the same way 
that Elton John looks at his 
songs. | always loved the match | 
had with Kevin Nash at Survivor 
Series 1995, the one where | 
won the title. | loved the matches 
with Mr. Perfect, with Piper. | 
even loved the matches | had 
against guys like Hakushi. 

: Those were matches when you 
were lower on the card, but 
you and your mat wrestling 
matched up very well with his 
martial arts-based offense. 
Those were show-stealers. 

: | always liked those matches 
because | was respected as a 


worker in the dressing room. To 
go out there with a guy that a lot 
of guys just ate up and never 
gave him anything ... they never 
let him be the threat he was sup- 
posed to be. He was talented 
and | knew | could have a great 
match with him. | wish some of 
the other guys would have just 
made him look a little stronger 
and gave him a little more. He 
was a generous little guy who 
would give you the shirt off his 
back, and people tried to mop the 
floor with him. When | went in 
with him, | love how we brought 
everything out. He had a triple- 
somersault jackknife over the top 
rope or whatever it was. | re- 
member doing stuff with him that 
was really great stuff. If you want 
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that! could possibly still 
do a DVD of my greatest 
matches and show the 
fans what! did and what 
Iwas about.” 





When Hart signed with WCW, it was considered a potentially lethal blow to the WWF by 
many. Of course, we know how it turned out. Even his matches with Sting weren't seen 
as quite as special as we all expected. 





to watch one of my greatest 
matches, the truth of it is the 
one | had with Dr. Isaac Yank- 
em (SummerSlam 1995) was as 
good a match as | ever had. He 
was totally green at the time. He 
came out of Lawler’s territory 
and had so little experience. 
People talk about the Perfects 
and the Piper matches and 
stuff. If you watch the match, it’s 
a pretty good match for a guy 
who couldn’t work. He listened 
and | led this guy. | spoon-fed 
him through the whole match, 
and he actually did a hell of a 
job. | was really proud of him. | 
think | knew then this guy would 
be a good wrestler someday, 
and as far as | know, Kane has 
become a pretty good wrestler. 


: What does Bret Hart do these 


days? After everything that’s 
happened, how do you pass 
the days? 


A: I've gone through a lot of things 


over the past few years. I've 
gone through a divorce, Owen's 
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Bret claims his career as a wrestler was ended by a devastating kick to the head by Bill Gold- 
berg four years ago. If he hadn’t taken that kick and later suffered a stroke, he’s convinced 


he'd still be wrestling today. 


death, the whole thing with Vince 
and Survivor Series. And the fact 
that WCW did such a crappy job 
with me was always stressful. All 
the different tragedies and 
deaths in the family—my mom, 
Owen, Stu. | thought about it 


today, and I've realized I've really 


taken a lot of hits in the past cou- 
ple of years. | always try to think 
onward and upward, and to look 
forward and not back. At the 
same time, | have to recognize | 
have been through a lot. The 
stroke was obviously the most 
difficult thing I’ve been through. 
I've gotten to the point now 
where I’m trying to make up for a 
lot of lost time and do a lot of the 
things | always wanted to do. | 
still want to be an ambassador 
for the wrestling business, and 
where | fit in, maybe that’s just by 
being myself. | have had my day, 
and hopefully I'll be remembered 
like Bobby Orr in hockey. | don't 


46 The Wrestler 


Know. | live with my son and I’m 
trying to help him become a great 
hockey player. He seems to be 
doing very well. I’m making time 
for my kids. | have a little pug and 
| take care of him. And | work out 
four days a week to try to get 
myself to look like | did before the 
stroke. 


: Are you working on a book 


now? 


: Yeah, I’ve been working on that 


for a long time now. I'm getting 
closer to it being done, but it’s still 
a work in progress. It'll take me 
another four or five months to fin- 
ish it. | think I’ve been writing 
about the most difficult stuff, the 
really tough stuff, of all the things 
| was just talking about. I’ve writ- 
ten about growing up and all the 
years | worked with my dad. I've 
gone into great detail about my 
life, and | think people will be 
enlightened and entertained. 

| wouldn't say it’s a tell-all or a 


book that’s intended to hurt other 
wrestlers or anyone else. It’s just 
to put people in my shoes. I’ve 
always wanted to put people in 
my shoes and say, now that 
you're in my shoes, now what 
would you do? This is what | did. 
lf you want to judge me, now you 
can. I’ve been pretty honest. | 
don't have a lot of regrets about 
my life and career. If | had to do it 
all over again, l’d do it pretty 
much just like | did. That’s a sign 
of how good my life has been. 
There's a lot of people who can't 
say that. I’ve reached the point 
where |’m trying to write about 
Owen's death and a lot of things 
that are really emotional to me. 
When it’s done, | think people will 
be glad. You look at some of the 
wrestling books, like Hogan's 
book and The Rock's book, and 
they're garbage. They don't tell 
you anything about the guys, and 
they treat you like you're an idiot. 


: Since you brought up wres- 
tling books, what are your 
thoughts on your fellow former 
WWE champion and author 
Mick Foley? The two of you 
represent very different styles. 
: | really respect him as a wrestler. 
He’s a guy who, unfortunately, 
made a living by hurting himself. 
That’s the way he would get re- 
actions, falling off a score clock 
and stuff like that. I'm glad to say 
that | could work somebody's leg 
instead and get that same kind of 
reaction. 

: With the books and the finger- 
pointing in your family alone, 
can the Harts ever put the past 
behind them, or has the family 
suffered irreparable damage in 
recent years? 

: Unfortunately, I’d have to say it’s 
permanent. Hopefully, knowing 
that things are permanent, 
maybe everyone can get on with 
their lives. | think now that my 
dad has passed away, we can 
finally close the book on every- 
thing, but it doesn’t justify they 
way people acted after Owen’s 
death and what they did. ! plan 
on living my life. The ones that | 
think are crazy-—l won't go into 


who they are—I! don’t want any- 
thing to do with them. It’s like my 
feelings with Shawn Michaels. 
You can make peace with some- 
one and forgive them over and 
over, and eventually they do the 
same thing they did before. You 
have to move on. No more pre- 
tend friendships ... Martha had 
every right to sue WWE, and | 
think Owen would have asked 
everyone in the family to stand 
beside her and help her get 
through the tough times. | like to 
think | did, and | don’t think some 
of my brothers and sisters did. 


: Bret, thank you for being so 


open and candid. | know we’ve 
touched on some sensitive 
and emotional topics. What 
final message do you have for 
your fans today? 


: | take great pride in being a sym- 


bol of something to the fans. I’m 
not always sure what that symbol 
is. I’ve found that the fans who 
take pride in being fans of mine 
are generally pretty decent peo- 
ple. | always walked away proud 
that these people in particular look 
up to me the way they do. I’m 
proud of my fans. The wrestling 
business has given me an oppor- 


SAFECO FIELD 


““‘T think now that my dad 
has passed away, we can 
finally close the hook on 
everything.” 





tunity to see that the impact I’ve 
made on people has been a very 
positive thing. I’m grateful the 
wrestling business gave me an 
opportunity to be that kind of role 
model, or hero, to people. CJ 





lf it were possible for him to wrestle (and it isn't), Hart would love to test himself against Kurt Angle 
and Brock Lesnar. He loved their WrestleMania bout. 
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Back issues of The Wrestling Analyst are still available in limited quantities. 
Printed on high-gloss paper and jammed with color photos, The Wrestling Analyst 
received acclaim for its insightful evaluations of top stars, PPV events, and the 
major wrestling federations. Order now before our limited supply is exhausted! 
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—] March 1999: New Age Outlaws, Mark 


Henry, The Giant, D.0.A., 2 Cold 
Scorpio, Tracy Smothers, Halloween 
Havoc. 


-) May 1999: Scott Hall, X-Pac, Lex Luger, 


Chris Jericho, Val Venis, Al Snow, Rob 
Van Dam, Starrcade. 


C) July 1999: Vince McMahon, Dudleys, 


Billy Kidman, Goldust, Konnan, Dan 
Severn, Valentine’s Day Massacre, 
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thought that they had escaped unscathed when they didn't receive 

report cards in the April 2004 issue of Inside Wrestling, but not so fast! If 
they had carefully read the introduction to the report card section in that 
magazine, they would have realized those report cards only represented 
part one of our comprehensive evaluations for 2003. You're about to read 
part two. 
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teachers or college professors hand out. English, math, social studies, and 
science aren't covered here. These report cards are more akin to the 
reviews that the working people receive at the end of every year, though 
we're certain that ours are a tad more entertaining. After all, we're talking 
about report cards for professional wrestlers. 

Those of you who have already read part one have a good idea of what to 
expect from the following 14 pages. For those who haven't, here's a quick 
rundown for you. At the end of every year, we select top wrestlers and give 
them grades in five categories. If they performed well, that will be reflected 
in their grades—as will a year’s worth of poor performances. Those five cat- 
egories are as follows: 

GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Did the wrestler do what he or she set out to do in 
2003? If he was a top contender to a major title when the year began, did he 
win the title during the year? Did he have broader goals that revolved 
elgel eine Mic Mit (-s wae Olat-lanlelelarjallemece) (em (jam a@-liv i) cM iomel-e-liM-lale Mm alec-|| me) 
every wrestler’s existence. Keep in mind that the goals of no two wrestlers 
were exactly the same. 

MARKETABILITY: it doesn’t matter how great a wrestler you are—if you're 
not marketable, you’re not likely to make it to the top. Marketability can be 
measured in many ways: What kind of cheers—or boos—does he receive as 
he makes his way to the ring? How are T-shirt, foam finger, or other mer- 
chandise sales doing? Has he landed any mainstream television or film 


f. REPORT CARD time...again! The Smackdown wrestlers might have 
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FOR THE SJMICKBOVUN STARS 
roles? Heck, has he shot his own Stacker 2 commercial? Or is he usually 
seen in group shots, just taking up space? 

REPERTOIRE: Every wrestler’s grappling style is different. Some favor high- 
flying tactics. Others like to put their opponents on the mat and keep them 
there. Still others simply enjoy the thrill of overpowering the opposition. 
This category doesn’t grade a wrestler for his choice of style, but rather how 
he used that style over the past year. Did he incorporate new maneuvers 
into his move set? Did he try to change styles, and if so, was he successful? 
Did other wrestlers who utilized the same style outclass him whenever they 
cS) (=) 0) o]=e Mi atci(e (=m ig(-malace mole (=) tal) ag 

CAREER GROWTH: Is he a more successful wrestler now than he was at the 
start of 2003? Is he more popular—or more hated—than he was at the begin- 
ning of the year? Is he better known? Title wins—even the major ones— 
don’t necessarily signify that a wrestler’s career is on the upswing. 

OVERALL VALUE: What does he mean to the brand for which he wrestles? 
Was the wrestler’s presence on a card enough to sell tickets and increase 
pay-per-view buy rates? Did he become a more valuable member of the ros- 


\ ter? Or was he reduced to wrestling dark matches and making appearances 





Y onthe secondary shows? 

| imho] UMarlict-1-1e Ml of-|am@elal-mme(-)@elelm ial-)e-m-laleme(-) a cel¥lm@al-lalel-Melam- Mere) el¥are)mig(= 
April 2004 issue of Inside Wrestling as soon as possible. You'll see report 
cards for Triple-H, Rob Van Dam, Chris Jericho, Booker T, Scott Steiner, 
Shawn Michaels, Kane, Bill Goldberg, The Dudley Boyz, Randy Orton, and 
eight other Raw superstars. Some of the grades might surprise you. 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Cena had big goals in \ 
iil ialem (eo) gp-40)0% me-laleMal-e-lereeyirle)i(ial-toMel- les me 
fz near all of them. He wanted to stand out 
i) ~ and become a key member of Smack- 
7 “4 down’s roster. Check. He wanted to estab- 
4 lish himself in the brand’s top tier. Check. 
a (-M'c-lpl(cre Mm CoM (ele) qe lelolem-lel-lint-) mi tal-m o)e-la lee) 
other top stars. Check. He wanted to win the 
Smackdown championship. Che— ... oops, 
not so fast. That’s where Cena tripped up. Of 
course, the only reason he didn’t achieve all 
of his goals is because the goals he set for 
himself were so high. GRADE B 














| MARKETABILITY: In 2002, John Cena was a 

ips Lae bland wrestler with an extraordinary physique 

! and solid in-ring skills. In 2003, John Cena was 

a marketable hip-hop superstar with a phy- 

sique women started lusting after and skills 

that were just good enough to allow him en- 

trance into Smackdown’s top tier. Despite his 

hard-nosed heel personality (at least for most of 

the year), Cena was one of Smackdown’s most popular perform- 

ers. He was the wallflower who blossomed into the breakout star 
of the year. GRADE: A 














REPERTOIRE: His repertoire didn’t change so much in 2003, but he 
did change the way he approached matches. He was more ag- 
gressive, more violent, and much more willing to bend (okay, 
break) the rules than he had been in 2002. Not only did this 
change make Cena’s moves more effective, it also made him 
nilelecMinliiiilietcltiavem Comal tMe)e)elelal-ni meg -Merelllemarc\ mu lela (comes 
his technique a bit more, though, because when he stepped in 
itat=M alate Mr-lef-llat-j@e)tal-1am ce) eM ((-) mai e-t-((>) eM gM CET- IIMA elt laste mele) 
on the losing end. GRADE: B 













CAREER GROWTH: Cena went from an opening match guy to a 
regular main-eventer. In other words, he went from a wrestler 
whom matchmakers used to get the crowd warmed up to a 
wrestler those same matchmakers used in main events to 
sell tickets and send the crowd home happy. To us, that’s 
worthy of the best of grades. GRADE: A 









OVERALL VALUE: Cena was not a wrestler WWE could have easi- 
ly done without in 2003. He freshened up main events, added 
flavor to every Smackdown broadcast with his always-enter- 
taining and edgy raps, and wrestled well in nearly all of his 
matches. A lot of people tuned in to Smackdown just to see 
his segments. What else could he have done to increase his 
worth? Not much at all. GRADE: A 
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CHRISBEROIT 


GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Benoit is tired of people telling him how 
=/ good he is. He’s tired of hearing about how he’s the world’s 
greatest scientific wrestler and that he has overachieved for some- 
one his size. Benoit knows he is held in high regard by a lot of people, 
and in 2003, he wanted to reap the rewards for his efforts. The rewards, ER | aa 
though, didn’t come. In fact, Benoit had a hard time standing out as a \." 99a 
nil=deslel=i me) mmjair-le.ce (elie Mmutl(etrer-lce Mm col-)(-) am (=) @r-|(e)a(-M el c-r-| dale Malcom tal | : 
brand’s top tier. Other than his loss to Kurt Angle in the co-main event of 
the Royal Rumble, what other huge matches was he in? Benoit 
accomplished surprisingly little in 2003, actually, which is a 
testament to just how top-heavy Smackdown was last 


-year. GRADE: C 


_ MARKETABILITY: When the biggest marketing gimmick a 
wrestler can employ is his missing tooth (get your 
Toothless Aggression T-shirt now!), you know he’s 
LaF ilate Mcy-1g(elU (cm (collie) (<M lam tel (mer-l(-le le) ala | MME lice) ce 
tunate, too, because Benoit is a Hall of Fame 
wrestler who will probably never have the kind 
of tangible success that most Hall of Fame 
wrestlers enjoy. His inability to cut great 3 _— 
promos has plagued him his entire career, ce 
and 2003 was no different. He’s the re- 
verse of most wrestlers: all bite and not _— 
enough bark. GRADE: C ‘ 





REPERTOIRE: Is Benoit starting to slow 
down? Are the other wrestlers sur- 
gel ilitelinteM@aliseme (=1ttlale Mm el-1t(-) waeele) ito 
thing’s certainly happening, because 
even though he has a reputation for 
being one of the world’s greatest wres- (& 
tlers, there sure weren't a whole lot of 
people talking about his matches last 

year. Maybe the opportunities just weren’t there, or maybe, just 
maybe, that neck fusion surgery he underwent way back in 2001 
took more out of him than he initially let on. GRADE: B 





CAREER GROWTH: When you’re a former WCW World champion 
and the biggest win of your year comes in a match to earna 
Smackdown title shot and not in a Smackdown title match itself, 
you know that your career has seen better days. We expect 
more of Benoit, and Benoit expects more of himself. GRADE: C 


OVERALL VALUE: Benoit’s 2003 was forgettable, which means that 
his overall value to WWE during the year wasn’t that high. He 
spent far too much time in go-nowhere feuds with Rhyno and 
PCiie-lismmc- eee m olen elglem lism —elel(-MClll-ac-ceMe)(- mi (t-me mom its 
and spent too much time teaming with Edge to make a major 
difference. We wish we could say different. GRADE: C 
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_ GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Show can put a check ica ie to one 
_ of his long-time goals, because in 2003, he finally earned the 
respect of wrestling’ s insiders. It wasn’t easy, especially be- 
cause people are so quick to criticize him, but feuds with Brock Les- 
nar, Kurt Angle, and Eddie Guerrero displayed the big man’s versatility. 
‘Sounds crazy, but you could make a case for Pnheas the most im- — 
‘proved wrestler of 2003. GRADE: A | 






~ MARKETABILITY: His stellar year aside, Show remained a 1 slug- ey 
gish performer when it came to T-shirt and merchandise sales. — 
Have you seen anyone wearing a Big : Show T-shirt lately? — 
\. Fans were intimidated by his size and believed him capable of 
| winning the Smackdown championship at any given opportu- | 
» _ nity, but they didn’t get emotionally attached to him in either 
|. a positive or negative way. That drove down his fis for 
[£ this very important category. GRADE: C 
é REPERTOIRE: One of the reasons Big Show improved so 
much last year was his willingness to take more chances 
in the ring—including chances that he never even © 
should have thought about taking. Who can forget the / 
time the ring collapsed when he climbed to the top 
tumbuckde and then was SHpepiexeo back to Whe mat = 
tive in the chances he took, but he showed more fire _ 
than ever last year, and for that, we’re going to re-- 
ward him. GRADE: A 































CAREER GROWTH: Prior to 2003, Show. has: beén 
considered an underachiever for so long, he 
probably forgot what it was like to be held in 
| high regard. WWE had gotten into a habit of . 
y* Use Show so far, only to quickly reel him 

_ back in. And if that was frustrating for WWE, 
just imagine how frustrating it was for Show! 


« However, those. things changed in 2003, as 
Pi) ' Show was consistent and reliable. For the first 
¢e time in a long time, Vince McMahon felt he could —— 


depend on him, and Show rewarded that faith 
with the best year of his WWE career. GRADE: A 


OVERALL VALUE: Once Show got himself into Smackdown’s a 
tier, his presence there mattered. He was animportantoppo- 
nent for both Lesnar and Angle, and even when he dropped re 
back down to a mid-card feud with Guerrero, he did just as 
much as “Latino Heat” to make that feud interesting. And 
while he ‘probably didn’t drive ticket sales throughout the 
_ year, we’re certain his feud with Lesnar moved a fair eke 
share of Smackdown show tickets and perhaps boosted | 
TV ratings and pay-per-view fale a bit. GRADE: B 
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-” GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Big Brock was the most dominant wrestler on 

== either of WWE’s rosters in 2003, and that’s exactly what he set out 
to be. Kurt Angle, Triple-H, Bill Goldberg ... none of them did what 

Lesnar did in 2003. He even overcame that botched shooting star press 

at WrestleMania XIX to defeat Angle for the Smackdown championship. + 

He refused to let anything stop him—including himself. In case you 

don’t know, that’s called determination. GRADE: A 


MARKETABILITY: In spite of Lesnar’s heel turn and alliance with 
MA Al ater-M\' (ol Celaelammetugt=(er.co(e\yamrclpcm-i (|| Merclam Melia aleliielame) mall: 

destructive nature. They might be booing him more than 

ever, but they’re doing so with a hint of sadness, as if they 

can’t wait for him to return from the dark side. Another 

sign of this is Lesnar’s merchandise sales. His parapher- 

nalia is among WWE’s most popular and includes such 

foro} =o) (] 0] (-SoHe- Loe Meleleleliave Mul-r-(eME-Murelele (remy crclCiallae 

and a DVD. To put things in perspective, Ric Flair, 

‘who started his wrestling career nearly 30 years 

before Lesnar, just got his first DVD! GRADE: A 
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REPERTOIRE: Lesnar didn’t change much 
about his in-ring style in 2003, mostly 
because he didn’t have to. The only 
tullate Mal-mel(eMelemi Tcl gam Com Umno 
_ side, which is more of a change in 
attitude than style. Here’s one 








thing that we'll predict for 4 4 Pai 
2004, though: We won’t see 3 =a 
Lesnar attempt the shooting | S 


star press—and it won’t be SY mi 
because he'll be worried about 

Marla tia @leliirclemuveleliomiglish@-leleleit 
it, either. GRADE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: You may disagree with Lesnar’s decision 

CoM (Ul eal of (ol @alcrci MM elUi male Mel(o Ml @iame)ce(-1m CoM (o-] ol alicMercleci-)marle)Viiale| 

forward. He isn’t at a stage in his career when he can settle for a 
‘down period or just an average year. He has to capitalize on every 

opportunity he can while he’s still young. The more aggressive he 
‘is, the better he is. That doesn’t earn him many popularity points, 
. but it kept his career on track. It didn’t grow much, but it did grow 

just ee to make him arguably the sport’s number-one star. 

-A 


OVERALL VALUE: Lesnar isn’t the most valuable wrestler on WWE’s ros- 
ter in terms of mainstream credibility. That honor goes to Angle just 
jel-tor-|UL1-Me) Mal Merelale(-alt-)Mer-le-relar-liiavar-lace ma (-M@)\vit)el(emele)(eMuricver-|mar-lale ps 
ing around his neck. However, Lesnar probably sells more tickets that 
any other member of WWE’s roster, and that puts him just above Angle 
Th terms of overall value. GRADE: A 
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ii » * GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Prior to 2003, A-Train had spent most 
ry of his career trying to find the right role. At times he had 
been a comedy character. At other times WWE utilized him 
as a Sadistic, reckless wildman. A-Train wanted a more defined 
role in 2003, and that’s exactly what he got. He was in important 
feuds, and he served WWE well as a part-time main-eventer. 
Even though he was never a real threat to win the Smackdown 
championship, he developed more over the past 12 months 
than at any other time in his career. GRADE: A 





~ 


See 


MARKETABILITY: WWE doesn’t depend on A-Train to 
i sell T-shirts. WWE also doesn’t depend on him to 
Mis earn the company greater exposure by making ap- 
pearances in commercials or on talk shows, or by 
landing movie roles. WWE might be able to make 
money off of him by shaving him down and selling 
shag carpets made from his back hair, but the 
company hasn't gone down that road, either. 
Basically, A-Train is hardly marketable at all, 
e but WWE didn’t sign him to be marketable, so 
a bad grade here isn’t unexpected. GRADE: D 


. nb ’ 
ek 


REPERTOIRE: The super-intense A-Train 
2 fol fofaMi am el-lerelsil-me-lsmmeleter-t-jlolar-1 Mie) om tiie 
| wrestler just because WWE thought that 
he would look great in main events. A- 
Train tweaked his style just enough to 
allow him to compete with the rest of 
Smackdown’s main-eventers. No, he 
didn’t win all of his matches, but he 
olfo MT iam: Me leleleM olelatieleme) minim idalie 
_ was a great change from years past. He 
wasn't the best brawler on the Smack- 
down roster, though, so that affects his 
final grade. GRADE: B 





_ CAREER GROWTH: In case you haven’t figured it out yet, A-Train sus- 
tained the most career growth he has ever experienced last year. He 
didn’t take part in any pay-per-view main events, but he sure had his 
fair share of televised main events. He also transitioned well back 
down to the mid-card ranks when WWE asked that of him, too. Believe it 


or not, using the word “versatile” to describe A-Train last year isn’t a 
‘stretch. GRADE: A 


OWERALL WALUE: A-Train did everything WWE asked of him and then some. 
He was a great short-term foil to some of WWE's most popular stars, and 
once he moved back to a regular mid-card position after his time in the 
top tier, he gave added credibility to every one of his opponents. He 
wasn’t one of the very top stars, though, which means he was and is 
replaceable. GRADE: B 
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 GOALACHIEVEMENT: No matter how consistently Tajiri performs, it’s 
= '=F-1-\VAh (o) ie-|| ee) me t-om Come -1 ailal Comm is(-Masl-le)i@e) me) 7 -lelele) diate Mellie e-liig 

vowed to change that in 2003. Tired of being bypassed for shots at the 
cruiserweight title, Tajiri went out and did what he had to do to win it— 
= laleM (ella lame) ce(-1m5 (om (1) oll mal-Malic-re tm el-l mel mcslelel-ma AU ((em-ltlemat-| cole t-b 
collectively known as Kyo Dai. He also got more aggressive, which we 
didn’t think was possible. GRADE: A 


MARKETABILITY: Tajiri has had a strong connection with fans through- - 
out his career. For much of that time, he’s had them on his side, -- 
and last year was no different. This was probably because of his ..¥ '; 
unusual charisma and his hard-hitting, high-impact style, but it “7° /-~ 
was also because his character had a touch of “Stone-Cold” 3)~ 
Steve Austin in it. Tajiri didn’t speak too many words of coherent ~ fis 
_ English in ’03, but his actions told us that he wasn’t going to xy 
take guff from anyone. GRADE: B 


REPERTOIRE: Tajiri didn’t change his style much in 
2003. He still attacked opponents head-on, and he 
used his strong arsenal of kicks whenever possi- 
ble. What Tajiri did, though, was ditch the come- 
ro War lave Mel (ye)t-\VMurle)e-me)(elelel (0) em a (MU -5] me) l- 
win earlier than usual, and when he had his 
opponents down, he showed no mercy. The 
addition of Kyo Dai to his fold, while ethically 
questionable, strengthened his position 

Tate Wr-)|(o)'-ve Mal iuamm (oe (1M -\7-lp Muntele =M-le(e|c-to 


sive. GRADE: A 


_ CAREER GROWTH: Tajiri had a tough 2002, 
_which saw him struggle just to earn TV 

_ time. That wasn’t the case in 2003. In fact, 
Tajiri probably had his best year ever. Not 
only did he have an extensive run with the 
cruiserweight title, he also partnered with & 
Eddie Guerrero for a short run with the Smack- ~~ 
down tag team championship. And if those two ' 
accomplishments weren't enough, he surrounded him- 
self with a clique by year’s end. Kyo Dai is basically his 
Team Tajiri! That’s called stroke. GRADE: A 





OVERALL WALUE: As Tajiri’s expanded role on Smackdown 
shows pointed out, he was an important player. Not only did 
he get significant TV time, so did Kyo Dai—which is a direct re- 
sult of Tajiri’s effectiveness in his role. What would the cruiser- 
weight division have looked like without his presence last 
year? Clearly, he was the class of the division. However, 
_ despite all the success, he still wasn’t vital to ticket sales or 
~ pay-per-view buy rates. But in WWE, what bare-faced cruis- 
erweight is? GRADE: B 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Whenever we experts say that ’Taker’s time 
as a main-eventer is over, he shows us how much we actually 
know. ‘Taker spent most of 2003 cementing his top tier position 
on the Smackdown roster. He settled long-standing grudges, 
showed John Cena who the big dog really is, and, had it not been 
Oy for the FBI and Vince McMahon's interference, he probably 
Bape 7 would have won the Smackdown championship from Brock 
, Lesnar. GRADE: A 






MARKETABILITY: “The Dead Man” wasn’t as spooky as he 
has been in the past, and he wasn’t the most popular 
wrestler on Smackdown cards, either. His T-shirt 
sales remained strong, though. And did you know 
dut-\q@n Coll mere] tile Mm at-\Vi- Me) ce(-Je-1e Ml me lale(-lat-1.<-) mr-let(e) 
figure key chain? We didn’t until recently, either. He 
may not be the most marketable wrestler in WWE, 
but he’s not far from the top of the list, either. That’s 
fitting given his position on the roster. GRADE: B 





to keep up with his younger, more athletic opponents lessens. 
se f Therefore he has adjusted his style to stay on top. He gave up 
ee. some of the high-impact maneuvers he had in his repertoire and 
: xX instead decided to go with submission-style holds from the 

\ 


a am ¥ 
f. . wld | REPERTOIRE: ‘Taker knows that as he gets older, his ability 
rome Allis 


world of mixed martial arts. What resulted was a style that 

enabled ‘Taker to still come on strong when he wanted to, but 

el ETomr- lio) [=to Mal inemcom-j(e) mast: leig-tomelo) eM sme) ce (=) a (eM er-l (ols Malt 
breath if he got fatigued. GRADE: A 


' 





CAREER GROWTH: At this point, UT would be hard-pressed 
\ to grow his career. Like we noted last year, Undertaker 
di. could win five or six Smackdown championships within 
‘| 





\ a year’s time and his career wouldn’t advance much. 
' He’s a living legend, one of the greatest WWE super- 
stars of all-time. He’s been at or near the top of the — 
sport longer than most other wrestlers /ast in the 
c) ofe] a On (meal hYame (=) ae-l ale: WV -1e-(e [Me] e-(e (=m al-) om ol-ler- [Oi 
he can’t possibly do much better. GRADE: C 


y, OVERALL WALUE: This one is debatable. Smackdown 





doesn’t need The Undertaker on its roster. It could 
survive without him. But then again, it doesn’t 
have to, so why should it? In 2003, "Taker provid- 
ed WWE fans with a connection to the promo- 
tion’s past and feuded with younger wrestlers 
like Cena to help introduce them to WWE’s 
future. Taking a quick look at the Smackdown 
- roster, Hulk Hogan was the only other wrestler 
iste Mn''E-t-omer-|e}-]e](-Me) mele) late Mm tal-leme-lale Mm at-m(-28t 

halfway through the year. GRADE: B 
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run as Ledtedrenight felar-lusle)(elemmeleimulom-liM tale) male) (ep 

ing the cruiserweight title for the umpteenth time in his 

career wasn’t high on his agenda back in January 2003. He 

src(oMo)fofel-Tmtallale (Mela alcm oe loMitjcoc-lalema-Mel(eluma-(nnelitlelicis 
many of them. He was hardly involved in the brand’s main 
event mix, and shots at the Smackdown championship were 
very few and extremely far between. Misterio had a solid 

year, but it wasn’t the year he wanted. GRADE: C 


MARKETABILITY: Like Eddie Guerrero, Misterio is very popular 
_among the Latino community. He’s proud of his Latino her- 
_itage and the fact that he comes from a family steeped in 

Lucha Libre tradition. All of this worked in his favor in 2003, 

as his popularity remained high and his T-shirt sales remained 
strong. WWE also offered three different Misterio masks for 
_ purchase last year, a Misterio DVD, plus a pair of Misterio work- d 
_ out pants. GRADE: A (9) 





_ REPERTOIRE: It’s hard for us to criticize Misterio’s move set. He's fs 
one of the most innovative and exciting wrestlers WWE has to 

offer, and we're still astounded by how quick he is. However, 
‘Misterio didn’t add anything significant to his repertoire in 2003, 
which is one reason he wasn’t able to make an impact 
in the heavyweight division. Misterio needed to incor- 
porate new moves into his repertoire in order to 
fers) Cols M@ al toa o}(e(e(-) mm alsr-hU(-) ame) e)elelal-ln) (Mela cre ltt-leemm-lale 
alm larcle)iisia Come(em-roMar-lalel(e-|e)e—e Mal lism -\-) a1: eam B= 
positives combined with the negatives balance the 
grade out. GRADE: B 











CAREER GROWTH: Rey-Rey had dreams of joining Smack- 

fo fol Yip eomm Co) om t(-) em clei @mtat-l@ol(e lam M@ar-|e)el-lsPmitles-) (him el-ler-l8l lm al— 
came up short in matches that would have launched him in 
that direction. There was the loss to Matt Hardy at Wrestle- 
Mania XIX, the loss to Big Show at Backlash, and the loss 
to The Undertaker in the opening round of the number- 
one contender tournament for the Smackdown champion- 
ship held in the spring. At least he added another cruiser- 
weight title reign to his extensive history with that cham- 
pionship. GRADE: C 


‘~ 


OVERALL VALUE: Misterio started the year striving to join 
Smackdown’s main event mix, but by the end of the year, 
t= Mat-leM el-levelan(-Matlietrer-icoMilli-ymvitleli mi Ad Mitte Mite jihm ce 
plug holes in cards. He wasn’t even an important cog in 
the cruiserweight division for the entire year. The good 
news was Misterio retained most of his popularity and 
helped drive ticket sales on certain cards. WWE got its 
money’s worth. GRADE: B 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Guerrero had a very simple mission for 2003: 

make it into Smackdown’s top tier. Unfortunately, in spite of an 
outstanding effort that resulted in arguably the best year of his ca- 
reer, that didn’t happen. His tag team with nephew Chavo Jr. slowed his 
progress, as did his run with the U.S. title, which kept him defending 
against mid-carders rather than wrestling the brand’s main-eventers. He 
did all he could to achieve his goal, but his goal was so high that he 
came up just a bit short. We'll bump his grade up one letter because of 
the consistently excellent performances, though. GRADE: B 





MARKETABILITY: One of the reasons why Guerrero received so much TV 
time in 2003 is because WWE officials are starting to learn that the 
Latino market is becoming one of the largest in the United States. 
Guerrero’s character, while stereotypical, plays very well and is at- 
ie-leitlaleme-Mt-lge(-Malllislel-) me) m@ O-line r-lat-m com | AUG at A aria le Male) e le ale) mL 
WZolme-loleM lam tal-Mr-leimir-l@Cit-lec-iceMu Telcom ele) eltii-lm ima melilog 
segment of the fan base (even when he was supposed to be a 
heel), he becomes one of Smackdown’s most marketable 
wrestlers. GRADE: A: 

Be REPERTOIRE: Guerrero is one of the sport’s preeminent ring tech- 
nicians, and most of Smackdown’s roster spent the year trying 
Comer-icoismel om ComeliiMminm giicme) meld -le-llMm ie -jtliele mele) iL aiame) (el 
many did. It didn’t matter if Guerrero was in the ring with a 
main-eventer or an insecure rookie; he found ways to make 

his matches entertaining. GRADE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: Unfortunately for Guerrero, this category is 

| intricately tied to the “Goal Achievement” category, in 

 iallojamal-Melale(-isel-aceleui(-e MEL MmClel- accel at-leMisl-lgi-le (=e Ce) 

E elie gi=m ce) emilee Mu leleleMarc\ cere i em Milling me-itCg 

Ex re]g-le(- Mm elt) am el-ver-lt(-1- Mi al-Mrel(el em @r- lave Mla) (-r- (6 <=) e) Malt 

aS career pretty much status quo, we have to give 

litem Let) @-lam-lele)"(om-\'>)e-1e (=e le-le(- Ma a (-\\ Ae) (= 1-) al 
didn’t take his career backward. GRADE: B 











OVERALL VALUE: Guerrero was a very impor- 
tant player for Smackdown in 2003, just 
lle) @elal-me) M@ini-miy ome) mi (ile- Mites) Mite 
ole}atclpl em All| <mel-\el-lale(-ve Mtl elelamaliin 
Come) tla le Me-1 (0) eM (g(-Mailieter-|ce MM e- lac 
_ and carry less-proven wrestlers 
=) to matches worthy of a WWE 
» ring. They occasionally put him 
against main-eventers in order to 
change things up. As his popular- 
ity soared, he became a bit more 
valuable, but it is possible to imagine what Smackdown 
would have been like without him. That prevents him — 
from getting the top grade. GRADE: B 





















oa 7 GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Following WrestleMania XIX, in which he lost 

===” the Smackdown championship to Brock Lesnar, Angle underwent = Ff ‘ 
experimental spinal surgery in hopes that he’d be able to return to action 
sooner rather than later. It worked. He was back wrestling in two months. 
Then, in July, less than four months after his surgery, he defeated Lesna 
to regain the Smackdown championship. His neck started giving him 
problems again by year’s end, but considering what he did the rest 

of the year—a year in which he captured a record five PW/ 
Achievement Awards—we still have to give him the best i i 


grade. GRADE: A 







MARKETABILITY: This was the year in which Kurt Angle 
finally shed the dorky image and started to become the 
merchandise machine that everyone in WWE knew he was 
or] f=] 0) (=o) mm el-lecelunliale Muy Ui(=) am (il-mai-lal-we-} (eo) 0) el-lemevar-laltiale B 
“You suck!” in his direction, his merchandise started fly- 
ing out of the concession stands. Angle is marketable in 
meaningful ways, too. He is, without a doubt, WWE’s 
greatest ambassador. WWE couldn’t hope for a more 
well-rounded spokesman. GRADE: A 


REPERTOIRE: After Angle injured his neck, he had some 
choices to make. One of the most important was how 
he would change his in-ring style—if he’d change it 
Fl a-|| Me Va ileci mel elnle cml @el(elam a (ele) O11 CW Vale] (-Melar-lale(e| 
it much. He still relied on German suplexes and 
Northern Lights suplexes. What many people didn’t 
-realize, though, is that Angle tweaked his delivery of 
these devastating maneuvers. Instead of taking his 
opponents directly over his head, he started taking 
them to the side to better protect his neck. A subtle 


but important change that should extend his career. 
GRADE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: You might think that because of [iim 
the fact that Angle was able to elevate himself into aey 
WWE's top tier within his first few years inthe \ae 
sport, his ability to grow his career would be limited  ‘ >: * 
by now. Not the case. Angle sustained significant 
career growth last year because ’03 was the first in 

which he was able to sustain a significant run as a fan 
favorite. Early in his career, fans were quick to boo him, but 
not so this past year. GRADE: A 


> 


\ 





OVERALL VALUE: Angle is one of WWE's most valuable wrestlers. 

He carries an astounding amount of credibility into mainstream 

circles, and he’s arguably the promotion’s most popular star. 

Whenever he’s not featured prominently as a part of Smackdown 

shows, whether due to injury or some other reason, the brand 
suffers. GRADE: A 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: The self-proclaimed “World’s 
Greatest Tag Team” had two runs with the Smack- 
down tag title, and when they didn’t have the belts, 
things looked a bit askew. Other teams may have held 
relat-luu) e)(o)at-jal| ol-Mm ce) am (e)ale(-1amel-lalele le) mm ((ts(-MM oll ai ={-lalt-lielleMe-lale, 
Haas were the best team of the year. GRADE: A 
A 
»  MARKETABILITY: With their all-American image, Benjamin and Haas 
? should have been more marketable in 2003, but their cheating ways 
prevented that from happening. A little less ego would have gone a long 
way toward getting a better grade. GRADE: C 


REPERTOIRE: Tag team wrestling is all about knowing your partner inside and out. Not even 
Eddie and Chavo Guerrero Jr. knew each other as well as Benjamin and Haas did. Their 
uncanny ability to work together made them the team to beat even when they weren’t the 
champs. GRADE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: This is a guess, but one of the reasons Benjamin and Haas went so long 
without the belts late in the year is they were getting bored with the division. They could 
have used better opponents. They didn’t get them, though, and that hindered their career 
growth. GRADE: B 


OVERALL VALUE: The WGTT anchored Smackdown’s tag team division. Without 
Benjamin and Haas, the division would have been seriously deficient. GRADE: A 


GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Rhyno had one of the longer recuperative 
periods from neck surgery that we can recall. Because of 
this, his goal for 2003 was simple—return to the 
Smackdown roster and make an impact. Rhyno accom- 
plished the first half of his goal but came up short in the sec- 
ond. GRADE: B 


MARKETABILITY: Rhyno has had a strong fan following since — 
jumping to WWE from ECW, but in 2003, it was smaller than 
ever. For the first time since that jump, it was hard to believe that 
he is a former world champion—which he is, in case you've forgot- 


ten. GRADE: C 


REPERTOIRE: Upon returning to full-time action, Rhyno was confused as 

to what WWE expected of him. This hurt his in-ring performance and his 

reputation with Vince McMahon. However, it wasn’t entirely his fault. WWE didn’t make 

clear what they expected of all their wrestlers. Rhyno looked as intense as ever, but he 
was tentative. GRADE: B 


CAREER GROWTH: There’s no nice way to put it. Rhyno’s career went backward in 2003. 
GRADE: D 


OVERALL VALUE: in 2003, Rhyno wasn’t used in many main events and found himself pushed _ 
down WWE's card further than ever before. That's too bad. GRADE: C 
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BS 
— GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: It was clear early on that Chavo’s + Ie by 
> biggest goal of 2003 was to escape the shadow of ) f YP 
"Uncle Eddie. Chavo, though, went about doing it the mT! 

ice) ale mc: \\Amm atc) (cs- le Me) MU) melelinleMmelliar-lslem i lslelis(e Mm alo (glcie| Rea iee 
CoM Toi || es-r- my mtolol(- Molva elbiatialeMmallsimeleyy em i(-18l-\'(-) am eles-t-)| e](-eeeclale| & 
all that did was make him look like an ingrate. GRADE: C 


vu 
A. f 
Ve wets Se 


MARKETABILITY: Chavo showed an ability to be marketable in the 
past, but not in the past year. Why? Well, annoying personalities gen- 
erally aren’t marketable, and Chavo was darn annoying last year. 


GRADE: C 


REPERTOIRE: Chavo might have been a punk in ’03, but he was a talented punk. His skills 
didn’t change much, but for the first time in his career, Chavo showed real fire for an 
extended period of time. It’s too bad that fire was directed in the wrong direction. GRADE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: Those anti-Eddie tirades earned him a lot of boos, but they also 
enhanced his Q rating. He was more than just another background mid-carder. 


A Beles-m a (om allem item tgl-meo)iit-cel cele) ial tle Mm (-r-ltp me (li(c m= vemal-iiel-rem Come M-Mallinm-Mallels 
profile. GRADE: A 


OVERALL WALUE: Chavo meant more to a promotion in 2003 than he did 
- at any other time in his career, but he still wasn’t absolutely vital. 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: It's always hard to tell what Wilson’s goals 
’’ were come report card time. Unlike the Raw divas, she 
doesn’t wrestle regularly, and there’s no women’s champi- 

onship for her to pursue. Maybe all she wanted to do was 
look hot and make regular TV appearances. If that was the 
case, we consider her missions accomplished. GRADE: A 


es 
A Sat 
od a 


i) ' 4 
ey 





Py 4 7 
ae 
a ; = 3 





MARKETABILITY: Wilson didn’t sell many T-shirts, bobble heads, 
- or replica championship belts. However, she did sell a number 
of magazines and posters. Plus, she became the latest WWE diva i 
to appear on the cover of Playboy. If that’s not marketable, whatis? ‘Ga 


GRADE: A 


- REPERTOIRE: Because Wilson doesn’t wrestle much, were not grading her ma 
on her wrestling acumen. Instead, we're grading her on how well she per- Soe 
formed in the roles that Smackdown executives planned for her. In that regard, she wasa “ 
gorgeous diva, but perhaps a bit bland. She could have shown more personality. GRADE:B “~~ 


CAREER GROWTH: Appearing on the cover of Playboy guarantees at least a little career 
growth for the year, but in terms of what Wilson accomplished in WWE rings, her year was 
sub par. She didn’t appear in one top-flight storyline. GRADE: B 
_ OVERALL VALUE: There are a lot of pretty faces who think they can be a WWE diva, but there’s 
only one Torrie Wilson. GRADE: B 
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_ GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: We'll give Noble a break because / 

y he spent much of the year spending his inheritance, 

¥ but you have to believe that he wanted to capture the \ 
Sey = cruiserweight title. Though he wrestled for it often, he 
a f never made it his. GRADE: B 











if MARKETABILITY: Noble was a little bit more marketable in 2003 than 

he was in 2002, but not by much. He’s still a chaw-chompin’ redneck 

at heart, and fans have a hard time getting behind him. Nidia was more 
popular. GRADE: C 


REPERTOIRE: Noble’s technique doesn’t change that often, and 2003 was no different. 

s{-Yor-[Uf1- Wo) Mm (altel tome) e)elelal-lalcmel(olem Mure) Z-m Com) el-lale Mirtle lele Mm (utl-mcj leh" [ple Mi t-] elt el-)(e) c=) 

matches. His repertoire is solid, but he could have used a new move or two, especially 

considering that he wasn’t even close to being WWE’s number-one cruiserweight. 
RADE: B 


CAREER GROWTH: Noble got to show a little more character in ’03, and he even spent a lot of 
time as a fan favorite. This earns him a good grade because by making a successful tran- 
sition from heel to fan favorite, he showed WWE that he’s versatile. GRADE: B 


OVERALL VALUE: Through most of 2003, Noble was buried on the undercard. 
Smackdown would have survived without him. GRADE: C 


SABLE 


GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: Sable returned to wrestling with some- | 

thing to prove. If she was going to succeed, she had to \ 3 

reNY/-eelelunl-W- Male) gale) (-Me-yellbe-tilolaMe-liilelale MM al-tam ef-(elcit-le(-M 

peers and fans. Sable accomplished this and more. She 
made us forget her past, which means she accomplished her 

most important goal. GRADE: A | 


MARKETABILITY: Sable looked phenomenal in 2003. She might 

have even looked better last year than she did during her first 

Ulam tam WAU eid al-Magl(el al mace) @ar-\V(-W arco ia(-Malelit)ol-) me) mete)|(leit]e) (1 

that other WWE divas had in 2003, but she’s Sable! She’s the defini- 
tion of marketable. GRADE: A 


REPERTOIRE: Because of the way she left WWE in 1999, it was very strange - 
to see Sable in a storyline that had her so close to Vince McMahon, but she performed 
extremely well in her role. She was convincing as a conniving, lying, cheating diva. It’s hard 
to imagine any other diva performing as well if thrust into the same position. GRADE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: Sable went from being a WWE outcast whom we could no longer describe 
as even a “B” level star to being arguably the top diva on Smackdown. Yes, her career 
grew a lot. GRADE: A 


OVERALL VALUE: We noted earlier that it’s hard to imagine any other diva performing as well 
in Sable’s role in 2003, and we meant it. She wasn’t essential to McMahon's overbearing 
/ == _ character, but she certainly helped to take it over the top. GRADE: A 
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GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: When Doug and Danny Basham de- 
|  feated Eddie and Chavo Guerrero Jr. to win their first 
“Smackdown tag team championship, they far exceeded any 
expectations that they had for themselves. All they wanted to do 
was make a good showing. They ended up as the champs. GRADE: A 





MARKETABILITY: There’s really not much WWE marketers can do with 

Doug, Danny, and Shaniqua to make them marketable. They’re not | 
friendly people, and their obsession with S & M turns far too many people > 
off. They’re also heels, which is another strike against them. GRADE: D ; 


REPERTOIRE: The main thing that the Bashams had going for them in 2003 was that because 
they were new to WWE, their style was unfamiliar to most of their opponents. This gave 
them an advantage—and they usually capitalized on it. GRADE: A 


CAREER GROWTH: Doug and Danny started the year feuding in OVW. They ended the year on 
top of Smackdown’s tag team division. GRADE: A 


OVERALL VALUE: When the Bashams debuted for Smackdown, we didn’t think the duo © 

would last. How wrong were we? Along with Shelton Benjamin and Charlie Haas and Ss 

oe and Chavo Guerrero Jr., they became a cornerstone of the brand’s 
tag team division. They weren't irreplaceable, but they were important. 


/ GRADE: B 


. GOAL ACHIEVEMENT: When Bradshaw re-formed the APA with 

5 4 . Faaroog, he planned on winning the Smackdown tag title. 

“’ When Faaroog was forced to take time off due to injury, 
though, he had to redirect his goals to the singles division. 

And that’s when he got lost in the mix. GRADE: C 


pee ee 





MARKETABILITY: Many people might think that Bradshaw isn’t 
marketable, but we’re here to tell you that he is. It’s not his fault 
(arelan i AU's =Mkel(elam mer] elit-l|y4-Me) alm altcM ole) ele] t-|am K-> ¢-l-m el-le-velarcliiavaiial 
PAU OX MAM tala ent AU =m erele](oMat-\Viomele)a(-Mel-lt(cimm arclamliicim@ eleittiale melas 
APA T-shirt out there for people to buy. GRADE: B 


REPERTOIRE: Bradshaw only knows one style of wrestling: smashmouth. 
This didn’t change in 2003. He came right at his opponents and didn't —— 
back down from anyone, which is interesting because a lot of his opponents, such as 4” 
Brock Lesnar, The Big Show, Matt Morgan, and Nathan Jones, were so huge. He should “7 
have adjusted his style to compensate, but he didn’t. GRADE: C — 


CAREER GROWTH: We thought Bradshaw’s wrestling career was starting to slow down, but 
then he reunited with Faaroog and it got a jump start. Unfortunately for Bradshaw, the jump 
start didn’t get him far. He was just another super-sized mid-carder in a brand full of super- 
sized mid-carders. GRADE: C 


OVERALL VALUE: We like Bradshaw, but Smackdown’s success wasn’t dependent on his pres- 
ence. GRADE: C 
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Edge was gett Tir ig occasional! chances tc rumbie with Smackdown’s 
big boys, The Undertaker included (right), before he got hurt. But we 
wonde ar | 





Kaveur ion with C! hristian (belc Ww right) intr igues him at all. 
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These days, most 
American independent 
wrestlers look to make 
it in Japan if they 
can’t make it big in 
the U.S. Sumie Sakai 
has it backward. She 
was one of Japan's 
top young women 
wrestlers, and she 
traded it all for a 
shot at the 

U.S. indy scene 
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WRESTLE IN THE U.S.A., SO $ aun 


Photos by Wayne McCarty 











py Misterio Jr., Sakai connects with a 619 
(left) before dropping masked female 
pkick (above) during a mixed tag match. 
best American competition she can find 

ally, so be it! 


speak much English, Sakai was 
STLER a first-hand account of the 
pwn training. However, Ring of 
las also competed in Japan and 
es to wrestling, there is a com- 
the Orient. 


» test herself 
nd to see how 
gainst some of 
restlers on the 
t scene. She's 
iream in reverse: 
essful career in 
of small shows in 
yms, armories, and 
enters.” 


Japan, | went to eat Korean barbecue 

shida, who explained to me that when she 

ng, she auditioned with approximately 400 

; Danger said. “Eventually that number was 

5 10, and from there, she began training. In 

is easier to become a wrestler, which is a bless- 

a curse at the same time. The Japanese women 

nto the dojo, where they can train every day for 

S on end. If American women had the opportunity to 

n and the drive the Japanese women have, maybe the 
American fans would respect American female wrestling. 








Given that Sakai trained at a dojo for six years before making her 
debut, it should come as no surprise that she has a wonderful 
biend of hard-hitting, high impact moves like the German suplex 
(above) and graceful moonsaults (below). 





“In America, if Joe Schmoe is on a show and 
he wants to involve his girlfriend, then she can get 
a spot on the show,” Danger continued. “You 
don't see that in Japan. They only used trained 
females there.” 

Sakai studied judo for 15 years and enrolled in 
a joshi training dojo for six years before she was 
deemed worthy to step into the ring. She finally 
made her debut for Yoshimoto Ladies Pro 
Wrestling in April 1997. She won her first title by 
defeating The Bloody for the Jd’ junior title in 
August 1998 and went on to win tag titles in joshi 
promotions TWF (four times with various part- 
ners) and All-Japan Women. In March of 2001, 
she defeated Megumi Yabushita to win the Asian 
Wrestling Federation championship and the title 
of Queen of the Ring. 

Her career was taking off in Japan, but Sakai 
hungered for more. She wanted to test her skills 
against American opponents. She knew she was 
a longshot to get an opportunity in WWE, but she 
wasn't merely thinking of how much money she 
could make. For her, taking on the best competition she 
could find in America was a matter of professional pride. 
WWE can keep its bra and panties matches. Sumie Sakai 
wanted to be challenged. 

In perhaps her biggest U.S. match to date, Sakai faced 
Alexis Laree in ROH. Most of the fans had no idea what to 
expect from the Japanese newcomer, especially since 
she was noticeably smaller than even the petite Laree. 
After exchanging armdrags with her foe, Sakai stunned 
Laree with a dropkick, followed by a pair of missile drop- 
kicks. Fans were surprised by Sakai’s impressive speed 
and stiff, precise kicks. Sakai then worked Laree’s back 
with a bow-and-arrow and a variation of the camel clutch. 
Laree blocked a fisherman’s buster attempt and coun- 
tered with rolling cradles, but Sakai regained the upper 
hand and floored Laree with a Northern Lights suplex. 
Laree managed to roll out of the way of a moonsault 
attempt and scored the pin after nailing an inverted DDT. 
Though she beat Sakai, Laree—and everyone in the 
building—knew the match could easily have gone the 
other way. As the women shook hands, the fans respond- 
ed with a standing ovation. 

“A lot of American fans are hard to please and seem to 
want you to fail,” Danger said. “Most of them seem to wait 
until you mess up so they can jump all over you. When 
Alexis took on Sumie, though, those girls worked their tails 
off and got a round of applause and a standing ovation 
from the crowd. Maybe if they saw more matches like that, 
then the fans wouldn’t be so quick to tear us down.” 

So even in defeat, Sakai was vindicated. She earned 
the respect of an American audience that was largely unfa- 
miliar with her and her style. Since then, Sakai has contin- 
ued to let her skills speak for her while making a name for 
herself 7,800 miles away from home. And she’s making 
some fans take another look at what women’s wrestling 
can be. a 
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WHEN ©) UU | 
GETS BORED 
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By Frank Krewda 


oe Ne dt -\ ele) (el aeiale) e)e) ince mm (ele) ame) tim ce) 
ie Records, Sam Goody, or Coconut’s, you 

alfelal@marc\U=Male) (ete M it-l@ei-\ 2 c-] cele) el ce) (eS 
are now covering the “standards” written by 
a(olelel-e-M-lale Mi at-laq@le) mi Cl-velce(-m-lalemle-MCoe WMD 
the 1930s, 40s, and °50s. Historically, the 
fol gos-t-fo)¥/-) ai] 0) ol -1-] Me) Mi celey qm anlel-j(emm (omy: ly ai (clallale| 
fans has been negligible, so why would an artist 
such as Rod Stewart or Cyndi Lauper stray from 
their genre? It could be because they’re bored 
with rock ’n’ roll. Big band fans, watch out! 

WWE superstars and fans are in for a big sur- 
prise, too, once Scott Steiner grows bored with 
Stacy Keibler and wants to try something new, 
especially if that something new involves dedicat- 
Tate Maliuitt-time com dialaliace m-laelial-1am cela le Medar-lile) oe 
onship. 

Sure, tiring of enjoying Keibler’s services— 
whatever they may be—probably seems impossi- 
ble to most red-blooded males. But there are sev- 
eral reasons to suggest that Steiner is growing 
weary of the association, even tiring of trying to 
humiliate her. 
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When Scott Steiner 
gets bored, he gets 
angry. And when he 
gets angry, people 
can get hurt pretty 
badly. Consider this 
rom’ celal iatemcomel ah Ze) al= 
standing between 
him and another 
shot at the WWE 
Raw championship 
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Scott Steiner enjoys admiring the assets of 

Stacy Keibler as much as he enjoys treating 

2 | her like dirt. Yet we can think of other things 

Bes nd he'd rather be doing—things that will earn 
him some shiny hardware. 
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' It was barely a year ago that Steiner called out Triple-H and demanded a 
shot at the Raw title. That didn’t work out so well for him. We like his 


chances more now that he is back to being a heel. 


For starters, maintaining the relationship that he 
and Test are supposed to be enjoying has created 
more hardship than pleasure for “Big Poppa Pump.” 
NM Cul c-e-We- ol aero Comm el-\VM Co) mial-\lglem-MUalle)e)inlemellamels| 
hand 24/7, Steiner nearly paid it with his career at one 
early-December Raw. 

Steiner and Test were just about to initiate poor 
Stacy into a branch chapter of the 
“Kiss My Ass” Club when newly re-re- 
re-instated co-General Manager Mick 
Foley interrupted the ceremony by fir- 
ing Steiner and Test on the spot. 

Foley later revealed that he had no 
Taal tlelame) M@ilat-lirdlale mtslcmel-lela el ae 
and Steiner got a reprieve. But the 
message hit home: Somebody’s mak- 
ing sure Steiner doesn’t have too much 
fun at Stacy’s expense. With Foley on 
Steiner's case week in and week out, 
humiliating Stacy won't be nearly as 
enjoyable. 

Then there’s his ego to consider. 
Some small part of Steiner must regard 
the current arrangement as an embar- 
rassment instead of a coup. Despite 
making continual pronouncements to 
the opposite, it’s hard to imagine 
Steiner enjoys “sharing” Keibler with 
Test. Like egomaniacs of all stripes, 
Steiner is a glutton for attention. 
“Freakzilla’s” massive ego affords no Bs 
room for anyone else but him in the 
spotlight. It can’t be long before 
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In some strange way, 
’s as if Steiner, who 
as created a facade 
f irrepressible 
confidence, has lost 
the confidence he 
needs to win another 
world title. Somehow, 
Steiner needs to find 
that confidence, but 
without mortgaging 
his future on an 
innocentand | 
helpless sidekick.” 


os=.: 


Steiner begins to resent Test’s stake in 
Keibler, and washes his hands of the entire 
EA-tteleir-ltle] ap . 

Remember, we’re talking about “The Big 
Bad Booty Daddy” here, with his “peaks and 
freaks.” Unless those massive arms are 
filled with hot air, Steiner has gone out of his 
way for years to boast his conquests over 
the opposite sex. If we are to believe him, Steiner 
doesn’t keep one woman around too long. Why 
should Stacy be any different? 

Yet whatever blow Stacy may represent to 
Steiner’s pride pales in comparison to the effect the 
relationship could have on his career. 

Let’s face it: Steiner went from being a headlining 


First there was the endless feud over Stacy’s services that Steiner had with Test (below 
left). But now, with that issue settled, it's not uncommon to see in mid-card matches 
with Rico (below right). He won't stand for that much longer. 

















Steiner, it seemed, was always on the offensive during the waning 
days of WCW, even against huge foes like Kevin Nash (above). We're 
confident we'll soon see that “Big Poppa Pump” again soon. Maybe 
we'll see him with a whole bevy of beauties again, too (below). 





performer in WCW—the World champion, no less— 
to being a consistent mid-carder in WWE. Raw’s 
penthouse is starting to get crowded with younger, 
fresher faces, and Steiner is more limited in the ring 


" now than he was just three years ago. 


At this stage of his career, with time running out 
aM allismem)cilal-meerelel(em er-miblalarsiiiare Maltm-al-1ee] (SoM lal ce) 
a WWE Raw title run. Instead, he’s treading water in 
a feud that can’t advance his profile in the organiza- 
tion. Does Steiner get so much satisfaction from 
fol e-lefeliate m=) t-loym@ tulceltceleMinl-Murlt(em-r- leg (--) @ tall aalMe| 
bfe) gelee-mili(-— ale) wg 

“Scott Steiner is a bully,” Shawn Michaels told 
THE WRESTLER recently. “Like all bullies, he needs 
To) sal-jelele\Van Comm eltamr-lcelllaemmlaltieriier-liiglem-lsle Mallen c 


_ ating people is what drives him. As long as he has 


Stacy around, Steiner gets what he needs. | don’t 
know if he could win the [Raw] title without satisfy- 
ing those needs.” 

History contradicts Michaels’ assessment ever so 
slightly, however. In WCW’s dying days, Steiner won 
bigt-mtli(-me-laleme(-1(-lele(=ve Mim ce)m(elllmrtleyaligicm ol-)(e)¢-Me| ge) en 
ping it to Booker T on the final episode of WCW 
Monday Nitro. The difference then, though, was that 
Steiner routinely bullied his opponents, not some 
mild-mannered valet. Sure, Steiner had Midajah on 
his arm back then, but she seemed every bit 
Yel tl}e)el-te Mm Colm at-lalel(-m a] t-mr- (erg e)(emmcolale|6(-mm~) al-Manl ie lal 
have fed Steiner’s ego, but she did so as his 
staunchest ally, not as an object of derision. It was 
the men in the ring with Steiner who filled that role. 

In some strange way, it’s as if Steiner, who has 
fo} g=¥= | (<1 0 MW f-lor-(e(-Me) Ml ee-)e)¢-1-1-J/ 0) (Mere) alile(-laler- mm al-lM ely 
the confidence he needs to win another world title. 
Somehow, Steiner needs to find that confidence, but 
WTitalelel@aslelacer-lelinlemalcmiel(ls-Melsm-laMlnlalele—ial @-lale| 


“= helpless sidekick. To do that, he must dedicate him- 


~ self to climbing back up the WWE ladder by taking 


on more meaningful matches, bouts he won't get by 
staying attached to Keibler. 

Once he realizes he doesn’t need Stacy around to 
boost his self-image, WWE wrestlers had better 
watch out—especially those who stand between 


} Steiner and championship gold. A wrestler with “Big 


| *~ Poppa Pump’s” chops can cut a path of destruction 





straight to the top in the blink of an eye. 
“Any time you get a wrestler with Scott Steiner's 


. Tole RelhV/-laM-le)iiiavame)geic-m-)(e-nleltemir-lnle Meinl e)ecvelleit-le) iit 


1S'mn Cele im at-hVi- Ma igeltie)(-Me)sMa cell mmal-lalel-mume-t-l (eM felauil-1g 
WWE Raw champion Bill Goldberg. “I’ve wrestled 
him plenty of times, and | know how dangerous he. 
can be. Once he gets his head away from that girl 


- and back into wrestling, he’s going to be a big prob- 


Susie) mt-M (e) Me) el-le)e)(-e-l cell ale mg(-9 ee 

Right now, however, Steiner’s head remains stuck 
in one place—on Stacy. And until he realizes the 
clock is ticking on another title reign, he'll remain a 
'e)(eM e)ce)e) (asm comalelelele him elt) @al- aememr-lale Mal iiti-11e Oo 
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Please rush me my 180-page PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WRESTLING ANNUAL (Spring 2004) 


| am enclosing $9.95 per copy (plus $2 postage and handling) as payment in full for each issue. 


Please indicate method of payment: 
__ Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


Relive 2003 in style 
as PW/ reviews the year, 


month-by-month. Dazzling 
photos. Insightful analysis. 
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London Publishing Co. 
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the magazine that sums up the 


year—and what Pro Wrestling 
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(Continued from page 5) 


Juventud Guerrera had plenty of 
great matches on Nitro. So did so 
many other Luchadors. Rob Dorloc 
misses watching the Luchadors 
AV -TaVA li Celalerc\ male lale 


beaten so easily. 

I'd love to see someone put 
Orton in his place. Maybe Mick 
Foley could suit up one more time 
to put a hurting on him. Or even 
better, maybe The Undertaker can 
come over to Raw to whip up on 
little Randy on behalf of all the 
wrestling legends. (It might hap- 
pen. ‘Taker does owe Kane one!) 

Anyway, it’s really easy to be 
tough when you have Batista, Ric 
Flair, and Triple-H around to pro- 
tect you. Try standing on your own 
for a change, Orton! 

JOHNATHAN ROMA 
Grand Rapids, MI 


MAS LUCHA LIBRE 

| miss WCW Monday Nitro. 

| Know | might be in the minority 
when | say this, but | loved this 
show from the night it started in 
1995 until the night it went off the 
air in 2001. And not for the ridicu- 
lous main events pitting the same 
guys against the same guys week 
after week, only to be ruined by 
another NWO run-in. | watched 
Nitro for one reason: 

Lucha Libre. 

Since | don’t get Galavision in 





my area, | only read about 
Mexican superstars on the Internet 
and in your family of magazines. 
Nitro (and Thunder, too) was my 
chance to see some of these great 
international superstars. Guys like 
Psicosis, La Parka, Ciclope, Dam- 
ian, Super Calo, Juventud Guer- 
rera, El Dandy, Silver King, and 
Hector Garza. Only Rey Misterio 
Jr. survived the WCW buyout, and 
I'm glad | still get to see him in 
WWE. 

| know that Psicosis and Juvi 
both wrestled in TNA a few times, 
but | don’t want to pay for a pay- 
per-view every week just to see 
them. 

Oh well, here’s to the days 
when six Luchadors would jump 
around the ring, delivering plan- 
chas and huracanranas to their 
hearts’ content. | thought it was 
great! Viva /a raza! 

ROB DORLOC 
Philadelphia, PAL! 
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Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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2003 IN REVIEW 
SUPERSTATS 


SUPERCARDS 2003 =, 
MEMORIES OF 2003 y 
QUOTES OF THEYEAR / 
PREDICTIONS FOR 2004) / 
UNOFFICIAL es AWARDS 


KURT ANRCLE 
ONE YEAR, FIVEAWARDS! 











Happy New Year to all! But before we 
get too deep into 2004, we want to take a 
good, long look back at the year in wres- 
tling that was 2003! Yes, it’s our spectacular 
Year In Review issue! That means you'll 
get the results of all our year-end Achieve- 
ment Awards (and it was a record-breaking 
year for one winner—tt’s true!), some of the 
craziest photos of 2003, the most memor- 
able quotes, and a listing of all the major 
title changes. Plus we have your ridiculous 
Unofficial Official Awards for 2003, your 
predictions for 2004, our most vivid memor- 
ies of the past year, and a whole lot more! 


All this—and much more!—in the 
April 2004 issue of PWI 
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WWE WILE) :))) BE THE SAME!) 


Do we ever have a plan for the ultimate 
Super Bowl party for you! Actually, it’s more 
of a plan for VINCE McMAHON. It involves 
an annual Raw champ vs. Smackdown 
champ showdown on free TV! We'll give 
you all the specifics on what we think 
should happen leading up to such an epic 
match and what should happen in the 
aftermath ... Would you consider the toxic 
mist-spewing TAJIRI to be “cute”? Some 
people have—at times. We'll tell you why 
he can't afford to be “cute” ever again 
... Don’t miss our detailed report cards for 
18 of the top stars on the Raw roster! 


All this—and much more!—in the 
April 2004 issue of Inside Wrestling 


hase . | 
—The Most MettoRible2” 
“PW Press Conferences” 
Of All-Time 


One select “Press Conference” since 1979, 
PWI's first year. Scott Hall, Bruno Sam- 
martind, DallaS Page, Kevin Von Erich, Ric 
Flair, afid more! 32 color pinups! 





Go back through the years with wrestling’s most 
respected columnists, including Dan Shocket, 
Eadie Eliner, and Stu Saks. 


ATTITUDE-LACED 


PROFILES e.. 


Butt-kickin’, attitude-laced profiles, plus a 
look at what the future holds for wrestling’s 
top superstars. 32 color pinups! 
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A historical look at WrestleMania! Ranking all 150 
matches, 88 competitors, and the first 14 Wres- 
tleMania cards. 32 color pages. 


Owen Hart 
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OUR MOST — PRESS CONFERECES"| 
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— 1995 \ i 


One “Press Conference” for each year since 
1980, including Hogan, Andre, Cactus, Austin, 
Sting, and more! 32 color pinups! 


One “Press Conference” for each year since 1980, 
including Michaels, Sting, Flair, Ventura, Kim- 
berly, Blassie, Luger, and more! 32 color pinups! 


ate to $$$ 
met rtoe i FEATURING 32 DAZZLING FULL-COLOR PINUPS 





More cutting-edge profiles of the stars, 
including a glimpse into their futures. 32 
color pinups! 


SPECIAL BONUS! 


Wife aie 


we YEARBOOK: 





We turn loose caricaturist Jason Conlan one 
more time (whether his subjects like it or not!). 
30 scouting reports. 32 color pinups! 


E ce STUNG 
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Relive a generation of wrestling through the 
eyes of London Publishing’s highly respected 
columists, our second edition in the series. 





One “Press Conference” for each year since 
1981, including Flair, Austin & Pillman, J.R., 
Scott Steiner, and Bret Hart. 32 color pinups! 


CIvintTH forrnes 
IU Listes | 2728 PAGES! 


200%" 


Wrestling’. 
ALMANAC 


~~ BOOK ed THES 


° Carnerehersice "Me #itterwet 


The seventh annual edition updates our his- 
torical records and takes a look back at the 
year 2001. 





BUTT-KICKIN’ 


PROFILES 





Our editors sharpen their pens and write up 
the wrestlers who will make a difference in 
the sport in ¥2k. 32 color pinups! 


Wrestler Presets 
T 


Wrestlin tlin; 


EDIT 
NY 
— 


Tae 
COLUMNS EVER 


@ The n30 


Titles, holds and maneuvers, supercards, tag 
teams, hall of famers, the state of the game. 
You want our opinion? Buy the magazine! 


WRESTLINGZ 
) ae 


Keep your series intact with our eighth annu- 
al edition. Includes a review of 2002. 








: n 
EE EE Se SE ee Se EE Se ee EE ee SS ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee Oe oe Oe 


VVE HAVE LIMITED 
REMAINING SUPPLIES 
ON SOME OF THE 
MOST POPULAR ISSUES 
LONDON PUBLISHING 
HAS EVER PRODUCED! 
ORDER NOVV/—BEFORE 
THEY'RE ALL GONE! 
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Please send the collector's issues | have indicated above! | have enclosed 
$7 per issue as payment in full (postage included) or provided my credit 
card number to charge my purchase ($20 minimum please). 








Send to: Lond | Co. 
P.0. Box 910, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Name —_— 
Address z 
City og, DD, 


Please indicate method of payment: 
() Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


L} Visa # 7 











| MasterCard # —s s 





Expiration Date: / 
MO YR 


Signature: 
For all orders outside the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every issue to be sent surface mail, and $3 for 
every issue to be sent airmail. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
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Playboy definitely has interest in featuring 
more WWE divas in the buff in the future. 
Unfortunately for Stacy Keibler fans, she 
recently turned down an offer. At least one 
man is hoping Victoria will be next. 


claims he and Vince McMahon will 
never again work together, but he has 
said that many times before. In any 
case, TNA has put its focus back on 
former champion A.J. Styles and 
Raven, and there’s a good chance 
one of those contenders will knock off 
Jarrett long before Hogan shows up. 

In other TNA news, Michael Shane 
recently became the longest-reigning X 
division champion in the promotion’s 
short history. But now that Christopher 
Daniels, Chris Sabin, and Low-Ki are 
breathing down his neck, even Shane’s 
association with Shane Douglas and 
Tracy might not be enough to keep the 
belt around his waist. 

Former women wrestler Penny 
Banner, who once dated Elvis Pres- 
ley, is taking pre-orders on an autobi- 
ography she hopes to have published 
in 2004. You can reserve a copy (no 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


money is being accepted) through her 
Web site, bannerdays.com. 

Finally, there are three wrestling 
deaths to report. Larry Booker, best 
known as Moondog Spot, died of an 
apparent heart attack during a Mem- 
phis legends match on November 29. 
Booker was a former WWF tag team 
champion and (as Larry Latham) 
was part of a famous Tupelo conces- 
sion stand brawl, teaming with Wayne 
Farris (The Honky Tonk Man) against 
Jerry Lawler and Bill Dundee in 
1979. He was 61. 

Also, Jerry Tuite (known as The 
Wall in WCW, Malice in NWA-TNA, 
and Gigantes in All-Japan) was 
found dead in his hotel room in Nari- 
ta, Japan, on December 6. Earlier 
that night, he had teamed with Justin 
Credible and Bull Buchanan to de- 


feat Tomoaki Honma, Kazushi Mi- 
yamoto, and Nobutaka Araya. Tuite 
is believed to have suffered a mas- 
sive heart attack, but his body was 
cremated before toxicology tests 
could be completed, making it impos- 
sible to determine the true cause of 
death. Tuite was 36. 

Finally, Canadian wrestler Mike 
Lozansky passed away on Decem- 
ber 19. Lozansky, 35, had also com- 
peted as Mike Anthony in America 
and as Tigre Canadiense in Mexico. 
He had extensive experience in Ja- 
pan, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and Eur- 
ope, but he will be best known for his 
brief stint in ECW. Lozansky died un- 
expectedly in his sleep at his home in 
Calgary, Alberta. 

That’s what’s happening. Catch y 
again next issue. {| 





Last year was a terrible one for deaths in wrestling. One of the most recent was that of Jerry 
Tuite (shown against Taiyo Kea in 2002), who wrestled as The Wall in WCW, Malice in TNA 
and elsewhere, and Gigantes in Japan. He was just 36. 


The game now goes into random 
mode until you answer a question cor- 
rectly.” 

“Big money. Big money. Big 
money.” 

“Okay, Jeff, the computer has 
selected Vince McMahon. Being a 
Student of the game, what has watch- 
ing Vince McMahon run his company 
taught you over the years?” 

“Oh, that’s easy, Stone. Vince has 
taught me that in order to succeed in 
this business, you have to be aggres- 
sive and ruthless. You have to forget 
the critics and the naysayers and sim- 
ply go out there and kick ass.” 

“Sorry, Jeff, but that wasn’t the 
answer we were looking for.” 

“Okay, Slappy, what answer were 
you looking for?” 

“Well, if Vince has made one mis- 
take over the years, it’s that he’s 
pushed himself and his family on 
WWE programming far too much. 
Your answer should’ve been that you 
recognize how dangerous it is to 
make yourself the centerpiece of your 
own promotion.” 

“Is that supposed to be some kind 
of trick question, Stone?” 


eal 


Hulk Hogan’s arrival in TNA was thought to be a big step 
toward the promotion establishing a very strong national 
presence. Unfortunately, Hogan has yet to arrive. 





NO HOLDS BARRED 


(Continued from page 10) 


“No, not at all. Why do you ask?” 

“Never mind. Apparently you’ve 
never seen our show. | am the 
damned centerpiece.” 

[Stone clears throat] 

“Well, Jeff, we’re down to the last 
question. You need to get this right. If 
you don't, you don’t win a national 
cable outlet. Are your ready?” 

“Absolutely. Big money. Big 
money. Big money.” 

“Okay ... the computer has select- 
ed Hulk Hogan.” 

“Great! I’m really tight with 
Hogan—and | listed him as my 
phone-a-friend lifeline!” 

“No, Jeff, that’s another show 
entirely.” 

“Oh.” 

“Here’s the question: What's the 
best way to get Hogan to appear for 
your promotion?” 

“| Know this! | Know this! You 
have to put out a good faith effort, 
be willing to pay him more money 
than he’s really worth, promise him 
a change of venue and a change of 
nights, and you have to expand your 
show’s running time to the industry 
standard.” 

“Judges? Oh, sorry, 
Jeff, you were so close! 
You nailed all of the 
answers to that ques- 
tion except the most 

important one!” 
} “What? It can’t be! 
y What was the most 
important one?” 
i “What else? Hire 
Jimmy Hart so that he 
1 has something other to 
do than hang around 
Hogan all day long!” 

“Oh, gosh, how 
could | have missed 
it?!” 

“| don’t know, Jeff, 
but you did, and now 
you’re going to have 
to go out there and 
earn a national cable 
outlet the traditional 
way—and we both 
know the odds of that 


happening these days!” 

[Jarrett takes guitar and starts 
strolling over to Stone.] 

“Go ahead, Jeff! | dare you! I’ve 
seen you hit people over the head 
with guitars before! | know what 
they’re made of! It'll probably feel like 
nothing! And besides, my name is 
Stone! My name is Stone! Stone- 
Cold! Stone-Cold! Stone-Cold!” 

“Huh?” 

“Jeff, wake up. Sting’s on the line. 
He wants to know if ‘Flexy Lexy’ can 
get another shot with the company.” 

“Oh, geez ...” 

“What? What is it?” 

“| just had this dream that | was on 
this stupid game show and the host 
hated me and made fun of the com- 
pany—and then at the end he 
revealed himself to be Jim Ross!” 

“Well, consider yourself lucky. 
It least it wasn’t as bad as this 
dream Paul Heyman had a few 
years ago...” L 
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January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim 
Ross, Midnight Express. 

May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: Piper- 
Rude, Eric Embry, Rock n’ Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain. 
July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total 
Package” Becomes The People’s Choice. Center- 
fold: Rick Martel, Plus: Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, 
Mr. Saito, referees 

September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 Miles 
To Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Steiners. 
Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horse- 
men, Curt Hennig. 

October 1990: Sting’s Painful Lesson: You'll Have 
No Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake. 
Plus: Orndorff-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ulti- 
mate Warrior, Road Warriors. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Cen- 
terfold: Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse 
Ventura, Lawler-Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior. 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. Centerfold: 
Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty 
Boys, Steiners, Simmons-Reed. 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates 
The WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: 
Brian Pillman. Plus: Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, 
Demolition. 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards ‘91. 
Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania Vil, WCW- 
New Japan, Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 
October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of 
Hulk Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams- 
Bigelow. 

November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspen- 
sion! Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, 
Bushwhackers, Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? 
Centerfold: 1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice- 
Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie Gilbert. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is 
Super-Psyched For WrestleMania VII! Centerfold: 
Rick Rude. Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & 
Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy Savage, intimidation. 
June 1992: Exclusive PW/ Interview: Roddy Piper 
Speaks Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: 
Dangerously-Sting, Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, 
Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of 
Their Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger- 
Pillman, Jim Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 
September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That 
Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, Barry 
Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels. 
October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate 
Warrior vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle Up At 
SummerSlam! Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: Steve 
Williams, Tom Zenk, WWF title controversy, fire match, 
Eric Embry. 

February 1993: No One Can Cut Down Razor 
Ramon. Centerfold: Curt Hennig. Plus: Jake Roberts, 
Pillman-Dustin, Ric Flair-Road Warriors, Rick Rude, 
Snuka-Muraco. 
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May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, 
Cactus Jack, Madusa-Sherri, WCW-New Japan, 
Ultimate Warrior. 

April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: 
The Kid. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob 
Armstrong, Michaels-Bret, Public Enemy 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone 
Too Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, 
Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn, Ric Flair, Giant. 
October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be 
Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: Goldust. 
Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 
February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole 
My Life.” Centerfold: “Psycho” Sid. Plus: Kroffat & 
Furnas, Vince McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & 
New Diesel. 

July 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Un- 
censored! Centerfold: “Diamond” Dallas Page. Plus: 
Rocky Maivia, The Road Warriors, The Eliminators, 
Nick Patrick. 

December 1997: Ken Shamrock’s Deadly Climb To 
The Top. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Eric 
Bischoff, Eddy Guerrero, Perry Saturn, WWF light 
heavyweights. 

February 1998: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of The 
Century! Centerfold: Hogan vs. Sting fight poster. Plus: 
16-page Starrcade preview, Perry Saturn, Dude Love. 
May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say It ... 
But Give The Belt Back To Hogan. Centerfold: Ric 
Flair. Plus: Mero & Sable, Taz, Taka Michinoku. 

June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PW/ Poll. 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, Sting, 
Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg. 

July 1998: WWF vs. WCW: Which Is Better? Cen- 
terfold: Rocky Maivia. Plus: Benoit, Bill Goldberg, Ah- 
med Johnson. 

October 1998: Bret Screws Bret, Part Il. Centerfold: 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley. Plus: Jim Ross, Marcus 
Bagwell, WWF controversy, FBI. 

November 1998: Vince Mc(Mad)Man! He Crossed 
The Bottom Line ... Now He'll Pay! Centerfold: Kevin 
Nash. Plus: Sting, Bret Hart, Taz-Douglas, New Age 
Outlaws. 

Holiday 1998: PW/ 500. Eighth Annual Special. 
March 1999; 1998—The Year In Wrestling. 1998 In 
Review, Achievement '98 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, predictions for 1999. 

April 1999: The Crock! The Title Change That 
Screwed The World! Centerfold: Chris Jericho. Plus: 
Bill Goldberg, Tommy Dreamer, Booker T, more 
Unofficial/Officials. 

May 1999: Who Holds The Key To WrestleMania 
XV? Centerfold: Konnan. Plus: Mark Henry, Sting- 
Nash, Bill Alfonso, Brian Hildebrand. 

June 1999: The PW/ Poll. Plus: Mankind, Flair & 
Turner, VMac, Steiners, New Japan-UFO. 

July 1999: Warning! This Team Will Self-Destruct 
In 15 Seconds! Centerfold: X-Pac. Plus: New Jack- 
Dudleys, Jesse James, Venis & Godfather, Sting- 
Bischoff-Flair. 

August 1999: Supercards '99: WWF Wrestle- 
Mania, WCW Uncensored, ECW Living Danger- 
ously. Plus: Super 8, Bam Bam Bigelow, Jerry 
Lawler, tag team wrestling. 


September 1999: Why Stone-Cold Might Get Out 
While He's Still On Top! Centerfold: Sting. Plus: 
Kidman & Misterio, The Rock, Bret Hart, Taz-Sabu. 
October 1999: Why The World Must Fear Scott 
Steiner, By Buff Bagwell. Centerfold: Mankind. Plus: 
Kane & X-Pac, The Godfather, Perry Saturn, 20th 
anniversary readers’ poll, 

November 1999: The Women Of The WWF: There's 
More To Their Power Than Their Looks. Centerfold: 
Owen Hart. Plus: Rey Misterio Jr, Roddy Piper, 
Steiners, Steve Austin. 

December 1999: Steve Austin: “CEO This! I'm The 
Damn Champ!” Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: 
Randy Savage, Jimmy Hart, WCW youth, Billy Gunn. 
Holiday 1999: PW/ 500. Ninth Annual Special. 
January 2000: The Millennium Man Mouths Off! An 
Unforgettable Hour With Chris Jericho! Centerfold: Taz. 
Plus: Chris Benoit, Sid-Goldberg, Triple-H. 

February 2000: The Master Manipulator! How Stone- 
Cold Controls The WWF. Centerfold: Kane, Plus: Paul 
Heyman, Hogan-Bret-Sting-Luger. 

March 2000: 1999—The Year In Wrestling. 1999 In 
Review, Achievement’89 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, predictions for 2000. 

April 2000: Stone-Cold vs. The Rock: Let's Settle It 
At WrestleMania! Centerfold: Chris Benoit. Plus: Dallas 
Page, Goldberg-Vicious, more Unofficial awards. 

May 2000: The Y2K PW/ Poll. Plus: Mitsuharu Misawa, 
Triple-H, Bret Hart, Hollys, Chyna & Aysa, ECW returnees. 
June 2000: Just Wondering, Steph ... Is Triple-H 
Worth Your Billion-Dollar Inheritance? Centerfold: 
The Rock. Plus: Heyman-Van Dam, Vader, NWO. 

July 2000: Call It A Wrap, Jack! You've Done Your 
Share ... Go Home! Centerfold: Sid Vicious, Plus; Dusty 
Rhodes, Disco Inferno, DDP, Dudleys-Hardys. 

August 2000: Supercards 2000: WWF WrestleMania, 
WCW Uncensored, ECW Living Dangerously. Plus: 
Rob Van Dam, greatest supercards, Super 8. 
September 2000: Wrestle McMania! Why The Peace 
Can't Last. Centerfold: Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Eric Bischoff, 
Dudleys, Raven. 

October 2000: Scott Steiner: The Superstar The 
WWF Let Slip Away. Centerfold: Rikishi. Plus: Shawn 
Michaels, Austin-Rock, Rhino-RVD. 

November 2000: The Rock vs. Triple-H. Our Special 
50-Category Analysis. Pinups: Extreme wrestling. Plus: 
Nash-Steiner-Hall, Hardcore Holly, wrestling too extreme? 
December 2000: Head Hog! Does Undertaker Have 
Enough Gas In His Tank To Rumble To The Top? 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Kurt Angle, Rikishi, Vam- 
piro-Sting, Japan. 

(FULL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH HOLIDAY 2000] 
Holiday 2000 (116 Pages): PW/ 500. Includes: The edi- 
tors’ views, a look back at 1991's top 25, Achievement 
2000 ballot. 


January 2001: Who Does He Really Hate? Someone 
Will Pay For Austin’s Pain! Plus: Steven Richards, 
Justin Credible, Gordon Solie, Jeff Jarrett, Arn-Sid. 
February 2001 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of the WWF, WCW, ECW, indepen- 
dents, international, the business, the art 

March 2001: Hulk Hogan: WWF Fans Want Him 
Back! Plus: Mike Awesome, Rikishi, Jerry Lynn, Elix 
Skipper, Triple-H. 

April 2001 (116 Pages): 2000—The Year In Wrestling. 
Plus: 2000 In Review, Achievement’'00 awards, Unof- 
ficial/Official awards, predictions for 2001. 

May 2001: The WrestleMania Curse! Will The Great 
One Ever Win The Big One? Plus: Vince McMahon, 
William Regal, Page & Nash, Ivory, Lance Storm, ECW. 
June 2001 (116 Pages): The PW! Poll. Plus: Ric Flair, 
Chyna, Steve Austin. 

July 2001: Women's Work! It Ain't What It Used To 
Be! Plus: Dudleys, Chavo Guerrero Jr., Justin Credible, 
Francine, Scott Steiner. 

August 2001 (116 Pages): Supercards 2001: Wres- 
tleMania X-Seven, WCW Night of Champions, Su- 
per 8. Plus: Big Show, Kane, Jeff Jarrett, Tommy 
Dreamer, 

September 2001: WWF-WCW: The 10 Questions That 
Must Be Answered. Plus: Triple-H, Stacy Keibler, Paul 
Heyman, Matt Hardy. 

October 2001 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 50 
Stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. Plus: 
Perry Saturn, Dallas Page, Terri. 

November 2001: A Crying Shane: He Paid The Price 
To Purchase WCW ... Is He Willing To Pay The Price 
To Keep It? Plus: DDP-Kimberly, Edge, Molly-Spike, 
Tajiri, Rob Van Dam, Mick Foley, Florida indies. 
December 2001 (116 Pages): PW/500—Angle Climbs 
To The Top. Includes: The editors’ views, Achievement 
2001 ballot. 

January 2002: There’s Something About Lita—What 
Makes Her The WWF's “It” Girl. Plus: Jericho- 
Stephanie, Mark Henry, X-Pac, Triple-H, Undertaker. 
February 2002 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of the WWF, independents, interna- 
tional, the business, the art. Plus: Golderg. 

March 2002: No More Joking, No More Choking: Y2J 
Takes A Serious Stab At Superstardom! Plus: Test, 
The Rock, Eric Bischoff, Bradshaw, Foley vs. Regal. 
April 2002 (116 Pages): 2001—The Year In Wrestling. 
2001 In Review, Achievement 2001 awards, Unoffi- 
cial/Official awards, predictions for 2002. 

May 2002: The Mania To End All Manias! What Will 
Wrestling Look Like By WrestleMania X-9? Plus: 
Trish Stratus, RVD, Russ Haas, Big Bossman, WWF 
comedy. 

June 2002 (116 Pages): The PWI Poll. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Ric Flair, Steve Austin, 


July 2002: Steph Infection! How Can Triple-H Keep 
His Mind On His Game? Plus: Goldust-Terri, NWO, 
Ron Waterman, Spike & Tazz, Jazz. 

August 2002 (116 Pages): Supercards 2002: Wres- 
tleManiaX8, WWA Revolution, Super 8. Plus: X-Pac, 
Steve Corino, Ric Flair. 

September 2002: No Rock ... No Problem: The WWF 
Can Thrive Without The Great One. Plus: WWF draft, 
Billy Kidman, Sean O'Haire, Stanley Weston. 

October 2002 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 50 
stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. Plus: Lou 
Thesz, Francine, Edge. 

November 2002: Stone-Cold Meltdown! Plus: Hey- 
man & Lesnar, Lance Storm, NWA; TNA, DDP. A.J. 
Styles, Island Boys. 

December 2002 (116 Pages): PW/ 500—RVD Is No. 1. 
Includes: The editors’ views, Achievement 2002 ballot. 
January 2003: Brock Aftershock: How Lesnar 
Changed The Future Of WWE. Plus: Chris Benoit, 
Low-Ki, Jericho-Flair, Rey Misterio Jr., SummerSlam 
at 15. 

February 2003 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of Raw, Smackdown, indepen- 
dents, international, the business, the art. 

March 2003: Rocky Horror! He Won't Forget What 
You Did Last Summer. Plus: Matt Hardy, Eddie 
Guerrero, Bass-WWE, Victoria, WWE's next wave. 
April 2003 (116 Pages): 2002—The Year In Wrestling. 
2002 In Review, Achievement 2002 awards, Unof- 
ficial/Official awards, predictions for 2003. 

May 2003 (116 Pages): The WrestleMania 100. Plus: 
Angle-Lesnar, Christopher Nowinski, Vince Russo, 
Batista & Flair. 

June 2003 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: Rey 
Misterio Jr. 

August 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: He Has WWE 
Caught Between The Rock And A Hard Place! Plus: 
WrestleMania XIX, Shawn Michaels graduates, Paul 
London, Raven. 

September 2003 (116 Pages): Guardian Angle: The 
One Superstar WWE Couldn't Afford To Lose. Plus: 
Hurricane, Sting, Kazarian-Sabin, Jeff Jarrett, Booker T, 
Brock Lesnar. 

October 2003 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 50 
stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. Plus: Mick 
Foley. 

December 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: Is He Getting 
A Bum Rap? Plus: Jeff Hardy, Mick Foley, Harris & 
Storm, Billy Gunn. 

January 2004 (116 Pages): All Fired Up! Can Kane 
Blaze A Trail To The Raw Title? Plus: Christian, Cena- 
Gowen, Samoa Joe, Goldberg-Flair, ugliest wrestlers. 
February 2004 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of Raw, Smackdown, NWA-TNA, 
independents, international, the business, the art. 
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(Continued from page 12) 


himself, so he knows what we're talking 
about. 

| recall a “Press Conference” interview that 
Frank Krewda conducted with Ross for the 
October 1998 issue of PW/. Ross mentioned | 
some lines that WWE would not cross. 
“You're not going to see male-on-female vio- 
lence,” he said. “There are certain places that | 
we're not going to go. You're not going to hear | 
issues based solely on race or creed.” As it |} 
turned out, men were beating up women with- |) 
in a few weeks of that interview. And, today, 
Theodore Long—as funny as he is—makes | 
race-baiting comments every chance he gets. 

Added Ross: “Whether it be Vince Mc- 
Mahon or Eric Bischoff, in my view, they 
should be seen less because of their respon- 
sibilities. | think that people in power some- 
times get a little intoxicated by their power ... 
They make for interesting TV, but in the long 
haul, it's just a short-term thing, and basically 
i's ego-driven.” Five years later, McMahon 
and Bischoff get more air time than anyone on 
WWE television. My hunch is that Ross still doesn't like it 
when non-wrestlers get so much of the spotlight. 

| don’t think Ross has enjoyed his prominence in sto- 
rylines, either. Would you? We've seen Mankind thrust a 
mandible claw down his throat, Steve Austin give him the 
stunner, Triple-H break his arm, Vince McMahon drop his 
pants so J.R. could kiss his ass, and Kane set him on 
fire. Ross has been in Raw main events, and even 
teamed with Jerry Lawler at Unforgiven. Knowing Ross’ 
strong opinions on non-wrestlers stealing too much air 
time, I’m sure he regretted all of those situations. | sus- 
pect that some WWE insiders resent Ross’ credibility 
with the fans, and do their best to undermine it. 

Above all else, Ross is a wrestling fan. When Ross 
received the 2002 Stanley Weston Award, he made that 
clear. “As a young man growing up in Oklahoma, | used 
to go 30 miles round trip to purchase my wrestling maga- 
zines, but | always looked forward to the day when the 
magazines were displayed, making the small journey well 
worth the drive,” he said. “I am still a wrestling fan to this 
very day and consider my position with the WWE my 
dream job, especially for a country boy from Oklahoma.” 

This is why | feel for Ross. Like so many others, he’s 
in the business because of what it was, not what it is. 
That’s not to suggest that today’s wrestling isn’t as good 
or, in many ways, better than it was in the past. But Ross 
got into pro wrestling because he idolized Leroy McGuirk, 
“Cowboy” Bill Watts, and Jack Brisco. They aren't part of 
pro wrestling anymore and, in fact, Ross would probably 
be reprimanded for mentioning them too often on the air. 
Would Ross, as a young dreamer, have become just as 
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You know J.R. was proud to have his photo taken with Jerry Brisco and his men- 
tor, Bill Watts. Hard-nosed, no-nonsense guys like those two were undoubtedly 
what attracted Ross to wrestling in the first place. But that was many decades ago. 


excited over Rosey, super hero in training, Vince 
McMahon talking about Stephanie’s “deflowering,” or 
Jamie Noble winning a night with Torrie Wilson? Maybe a 
good young J.R. wouldn't have found it interesting, but it 
might have appealed to the bully loser across the street. 

| often ask myself the same question: If | were growing 
up in this day and age, would | become hooked on pro 
wrestling? As a kid, | was a huge fan of Mid-Atlantic 
wrestling, and gravitated toward the WWF because so 
many former NWA stars were competing there. Could | 
cheer for Rob Van Dam like | did for Roddy Piper? Could 
| boo Kane like | did Greg Valentine? As someone who 
spends so many hours watching and writing about 
wrestling, I'd like to believe the answer is yes. Whether 
today’s wrestling would be a good influence on me is 
another matter. 

Jim Ross and | can’t be the only ones. It must be true 
of anyone over the age of 30 who is working in pro 
wrestling in some capacity. Jim Cornette’s traditionalist 
approach didn't work inside WWE, and now he’s re-cre- 
ating the wrestling from his childhood in Ohio Valley. | 
think of some of my colleagues on THE WRESTLER’S edito- 
rial staff. Stu Saks became hooked because he liked 
Bruno Sammartino, Dave Lenker was a fan of Jimmy 
Snuka, and Brandi Mankiewicz was in love with Gino 
Hernandez. Would any of those wrestlers even be mar- 
ketable today? What kind of entrance music would Bruno 
have? 

Every week, Ross heaps praise upon Shawn Mi- 
chaels, Booker T, and Shane McMahon. But, deep down, 
is he really thinking about Danny Hodge? 


CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 
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quickly brought out A.J. Styles, who wrested the gui- 
tar from Jarrett and drove him throat-first across the 
top rope. One scorpion deathdrop later, Sting had 
himself a pinfall victory. 

In other bouts: Christopher Daniels pinned Chris 
Sabin ... Chris Harris & James Storm beat Glenn 
Gilberti & David Young ... Simon Diamond & Johnny 
Swinger beat D-Lo Brown & A.J. Styles ... NWA- 
TNA X champion Michael Shane pinned Low-Ki ... 
Abyss, Legend, & Kevin Northcutt defeated Julio 
Dinero, C.M. Punk, & Raven in a steel cage match. 


Johnstown, PA: Far North Wrestling 
Correspondent: Timothy A. Walker 

Former WWF Intercontinental champ The Honky 
Tonk Man is accustomed to hearing boos, but when 
the long-time rulebreaker squared off against 
Powerhouse Hughes on a card at the Westmont 
Hilltop Community Center, he discovered that most 
fans were solidly behind him. As his name suggests, 
the 6’3”, 260-pound Powerhouse held a huge physi- 
cal advantage over HTM. 

Hughes took control of the match early on, 
and at one point, it looked like he might break 
Honky Tonk Man’s arm with an armbar. As HTM 
slumped to the mat on one knee, Hughes contin- 
ued to apply pressure, and the referee even had 
to ask Honky Tonk if he wanted to submit. Honky 
Tonk steadfastly refused and worked his way 
back to his feet. 

HTM then rammed his elbow into Hughes’ stom- 
ach, breaking the former high school football star's 
grip. HTM quickly saw an opening and grabbed 
Powerhouse’s arm. The former WWF superstar 





then applied an armbar of his own on Hughes, and Powerhouse Hughes used tape from his wrist to choke The Honky Tonk 
Powerhouse was the one yelling out in pain. Man several times during their clash for Far North Wrestling. Unfortunately 


Powerhouse did work his way free from Honky’s for him, HTM proved to be a bit craftier and eked out the victory. 


grip eventually and scrambled out of the ring to rethink 
his strategy. 

Before the referee could finish his 10-count, Hughes 
returned to the ring more determined than before to take 
out his foe. This time Hughes didn’t hesitate to break the 
rules. He unwrapped the tape around his left arm and 
wrist and used it to choke HTM. The fans screamed at the 
referee, but he was unable to locate the tape when 
Hughes hid it in his mouth. When the official finally caught 
on, Hughes blatantly used the ring ropes to continue to 
choke Honky. 

With HTM down on the mat, Hughes tried to weaken 
him with a tight chinlock. He continued to wear down 
Honky Tonk’s neck and back by whipping him hard back 
and forth across the ring and into the turnbuckles. Once 
Honky Tonk managed to reverse things and whip Hughes 
into the corner, he pounded his bald head with his fists. 


When the referee warned him to stop, Hughes tried to 
leave. But the former |-C champ caught Powerhouse and 
unwrapped the tape from around his own wrist and 
choked Hughes. Minutes later, HTM rolled up 
Powerhouse for a count of three. 

In other bouts: Hallowicked pinned Jolly Roger ... Dean 
Jablonski pinned Lord Zoltan ... Heavyweight champ T. 
Rantula beat Adam O in a hardcore match ... Dennis 
Gregory defeated Dr. Feelgood ... Phoenix won a triangle 
match over Kevin Grace and Joey Knight to win the 
vacant cruiserweight title ... Mike Quackenbush, Icarus, & 
Gran Akuma beat Jigsaw & The Wildcards. 


Send your reports to: 
CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, 


Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: Who Is 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, Larry 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Mulligan, Chiet Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera. 
April 1980: Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty Rhodes’ 
Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, Kevin Von Erich, Di- 
Biase-Backlund, Bockwinkel & Heenan, Baba-Race, Mr. 
Wrestling I, Youngblood & Steamboat. 
Aug. 1980: The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: Stevens 
& Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team Title! Also: Kerry 
Von Erich, Backlund & Skaaland, Nick Bockwinkel, 
Zbyszko-Bruno, Keimn-Muraco, Samoans, Wrestling |I- 
Ido! 
June 1981: Bruno Sammartino: “1 Want To Break Stan 
Hansen's Neck!" Also: Ted DiBiase, Garea & Martel, 
Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper-Superstar, 
Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich 
Sept. 1980: Why Ernie Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired Of 
Being Your King.” Also: Rick Steamboat, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, Patera-Patterson, Manny Fer- 
nandez, Bob Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 
Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko's Claim: “Tony Garea 
Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: The Grappler, 
Race-Patera, Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Rhodes, 
Gilberts, Mr. Wrestling II, Bravo-Bockwinkel 
Oct. 1981: Is The Funk Family Al War? Why Terry 
Funk And Dory Funk Jr. Were Forced To Wrestle. Also: 
b2-\und-Patterson-Mosca, Harley Race, Rhodes-Khan, 
kevir Suan, Flair-Patera, Verne Gagne. 
Jac. 1922. Rich vs. Masked Superstar: Can Tommy 
Aich Survive As Georgia’s Last Hero? Also: Kiwis, 
Bockwinkel-Atlas, Mascaras-Steamboat, Sullivan- 
Taylor, Bruno Sammartino 
Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is Too 
Stupid To Be Champion!” Also: Putski-Adonis, Black- 
jack Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat. Lawler- 
Kaufman, Mike Graham 
April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric Flair's 
Championship Destiny. Also: Tito Santana, Valentine- 
tlas, Bol, Roop, Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 
ay 1982: Bob Hacklund’s Fourth Anniversary As 
WF Chawyplar: "he All-American Boy Grows Up. 
Isc. Yclait-Rich. Superstar Graham, David Von Enrich, 
uiski-Morales, Ousty Rhodes. 
June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How The 
NWA Bell Strangled Wrestling’s Greatest Friendship. 
Also: Piper-Armstrong, Hussein Arab, Bruno Sam- 
martino, Adonis & Ventura, Butch Reed 
July 1982; Harley Race—His Destiny Is In The Hands 
Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric Flair, Roddy Piper 
Sepl. 1982; Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida: The 
Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have Happened. 
Also: Manny Fernandez, Armstrong-Piper, Blassie- 
Mulligan, Japan, Bockwinkel-Hogan 
fv. 1982: Clash Of The Titans—Backlund vs. Flair: 
Who's Better? Also: Roddy Piper, Gagne & Brunzell, 
Putski & Snuka, Brian Blair 
Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro Deserve 
To Be Intercontinental Champion? Also: Bob Orton Jr., 
Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, 
JYU-Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink 
Jan. 1983: Ivan Putski Humiliates Cowboy Bob Orton: 
Can The Grand Wizard Pick Up The Pieces? Also: 
Barry Windham, Muraco-Sawyer-Rich, Nick Bockwinkel, 
Flait-Younghlood-Steamboat, Fabulous Kangaroos 
Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinkel Re- 
gains The AWA Title From Otto Wanz. Also: Backlund- 
Graham, Rich-Sawyer, Barry Windham, Martel & Garea. 
McDaniel & Piper, Kamala 
May 1983: Whal Will Happen When The Samoans Be- 
come Too Smart For Capt. Lou Albano? Also: Tommy 
Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, Ladd & 
Rhodes, Flair-Orndortt. 
June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs Controversy: 
Should The NWA Champion Be Allowed To Choose His 
Challengers? Also: Ivan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, Kerry Von 
Erch, Andre-Karnala, Brazil-Valentine, Gagnes-Martel 
July 1983: Ric Flair: “I Wrestle The Men Backlund ts 
Airaid Of.” Also: Putski-Adonis, Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Roup, Martel-Heenan 
Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Into 
Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back. Also: 
Biiscos, Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Ellering, Mulligan & 
Windham 
fov. 1983: Targelt—Harley Race! Can Dusty Rhodes 
Fultill His American Dream A Third Time? Also: Rick 


Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito Santana, 
Von Erichs-Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Title Was 
Stolen From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Piper, Larry 
Zbyszko, Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & 
Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To Blackmail The 
WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, Hogan-Race, David Von 
Erich, Jesse Ventura, 

July 1984: Tommy Rich ts Back! And He Owes It All To 
The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhodes, Ric Flair, Mike Von 
Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of Stone” 
Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation 
Inc,, Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & Dillon, McDaniel-Race. 
Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Netson Challenge Match: 
Billy Jack Gets Bloody Revenge Against Superstar 
Graham. Also: Roddy Piper, Heenan & Saito, Brody & 
Hansen, Kerry Von Erich, 

Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat Feud: 
Will Dusty Rhodes End tt ... Or Make It Worse? Also: 
Tito Santana, Martel-Atlas, D. Funk, Mike Von Erich, 
Williams-Taylor. 

Jan. 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Gol Ric Flair's NWA 
Title Within My Grasp.” Also: Albano & Lauper, Kolofts 
& Kernodle, Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, Scott 
McGhee. 

Feb. 1985: Greg Valentine Wins Tilo Santana's Inter- 
continental Title ... But Does He Deserve To Be 
Champion? Also: Ronnie Garvin, Warriors-Sheep- 
herders, Flair-Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & Ellering 
vs. Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Aiso: Tonga Kid, to- 
morrow's stars, Adams-Kevin, Flair-Jack, Terminators. 
May 1985: The Road Warriors vs. Dusty Rhodes & 
Manny Fernandez: Exclusive Coverage Of The Historic 
Tag Team Superbowl! Also: Al-Kaissie-Gagne, Back- 
lund-Race, Haynes-Kamiala, Tito Santana 

June 1985: Are The WWF Rulebreakers Singling Out 
Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: Zbyszko-Back- 
lund, Rhodes-Blanchard, Tommy Rich, Oliver-Haynes. 
July 1985: It's A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard Dog 
Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Aiso: Sacklund-Martel, 
Kernodle-Kolotf, Butch Reed, Hernandez & Sunshine, 
Mike Graham, 

Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum 
T.A., Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & Volkot!-Windham & 
Rotundo, 20th anniversary 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Tille Shot: Ric 
Flair—"! Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan Is Alraid Of!" 
Also: Misty Bive, Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, George 
Steele, Killer Brooks, all-time top 10. 

May 1986: Von Erich Family Feud: Is Lance Coming 
Between Kevin And Kerry? Also: Hansen-Hall, Hillbillies 
Beefcake & Valentine, Butch Reed, Santana-Ventura. 

June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've Told Mag- 
num T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!” Also: Steve Wil- 
liams, Hogan-Orton, Flair-Bockwinkel, Lex Luger 

Nov. 1986: Morion & Gibson Take A Trip To Badstreet 
U.S.A.: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express vs. The Freebirds. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Orndorff, Mike Von Erich, 
Mulligan-Bass 

Dec. 1986: Ric Fiair's NWA Title Reign: Last Chance 
To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita Kolotf, Gilbert & 
Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah-Adams, Nick Bockwinkel. 
Jan, 1987: Bobby Heenan’s Bitter Crusade To Destroy 
Hulk Hogan. Also: Borne & Sawyer, Garvins. Ted Di- 
Biase, Misty Blue Simmes 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 
Needs Your Prayers Now More Than Ever. Also: Ro- 
berts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurkof, Terry Gordy, Wendell 
Cooley. 

March 1987: Iwan & Khrushchev's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Kolotf's Russian Revolution! Also: Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adias, Savage-Steam- 
boal, Jimmy Snuka 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can-Ams: 
Special Analysis Of This WWF Superfeud! Also: Nick 
Bockwinkel, Paul Orndort!, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve 
Williams 

July 1987: Missy Hyatt; Will She Kiss And Tell In The 
WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, Luger & 
Horsemen, Nikita-Cornette, Stan Hansen 

Sept. 1987: independence Day! Also: Hennig-Bock- 
winkel, Hart Foundation, Kolofts, Bubba Rogers, Missy 
Hyatt. 





Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The Interconii- 
nental Title: ls Randy Savage The Fans’ Last Hope. 
Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken Patera, Sting-Gilbert, Horse- 
men-Freebirds, Zbyszko-Gagne 

Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawier, 
Windham-Steiner, Flair-Willlams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Garvin. 

Jan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors Will 
Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloff-Taylor, Curt Hennig, 
Duggan-DiBiase 

Feb. 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Without The 
NWA Belt!" Also: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Cornette, 
Hogan-Andre, Hennig-Lawler, Terry Taylor. 

March 1988: After Four Years As Champion ... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: Warriors: 
Demolition, Steve Williams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, 
Terry Gordy 

May 1988: Bell Or No Bell .., Hulk Hogan Is Still The 
People’s Champion! Also: Owen Hart, Tatum & Victory, 
Scott Hall, Madusa Miceli, Luger-Arn. 

June 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair Could 
Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby Heenan, Martel- 
Zenk, Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiBiase, Nikita Koloff 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shift! Also 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul 
Eliering, Owen & Bret. 

Oct. 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We Will Not 
Share Our Fans With The Rock ‘n' Roll Express!” Also: 
Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
Rougeaus, Jim Garvin 

Jan. 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Title 
Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Still Prove 
Themselves! Also: Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, Andre- 
Savage-Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don't Say Snake!” Also 
Jett Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Hercules, Iron Sheik. 

April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: British Bulldogs, 
Road Warriors-Sting & Luger. Lawler-Kerry. Andre, 
Mike Rotundo. 

June 1989; Ultimate Warrior's Mission Impossible: 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk Hogan. Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Rick Martel, Larry Zbyszko, Luger-Windham 
by Sting, Ric Flair 

July 1989: Dina Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Beal! Also: Fiair-Steamboat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 
Warriors & Ellering, Michael Hayes 

Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard Sunday! Ex- 
clusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And Clash Of 
Champions VI. Also: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage. Great 
Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: Don't 
Wrestle Terry Funk. Also: Demolition, Roddy Piper, 
Hogan-Zeus, Larry Zbyszko, Jerry Lawler 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & Beefcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Preview & Analysis. 
Also: Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes- 
Luger, Art Barr, Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov, 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage .,. And 
Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiti! Also: Mr. T & Von Erichs, 
Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T. Funk, Dustin-Steel Man, Sot 
Slaughter 

Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: Brian 
Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, P.Y. Chu-Hi, Greg 
Gagne. 

March 1990: Funk-Flair: “t Quit!—One War Ends, Two 
More Begin. Also’ Nikita Kolof!, Survivor Series, 
Steiners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim Cornette 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of Greatness. Also 
Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd 
Company. 

July 1990: My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By Lex 
Luger. Also: Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, Luger-Flair, 
Doom, Tully Blanchard 

Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior tl: You Can Make it 
Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry 
Zbyszko. 

Sept, 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! Why He 
Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy Jack Haynes, 
Lex Luger, Doom-Steiners, Tugboal, Kerry-Borne. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. Also: Ultimate 
Warrior, Ric Flair. Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Devil, Chris 
Von Erich. 

Feb. 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc Hoax"! 


Don't miss a single issue of the magazine 
that has thrilled wrestling fans for two 
generations, THE WRESTLER! Complete your 
collection of the most respected wrestling 
publication in the world! Supplies are 
limited, so don't delay—order today! 


Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: Muta-Steamboat, 
Hogari-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Cornette & Express, 
Norman 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Warrior, Roddy 
Piper Wants You! Also: Gilbert-Jarrett, Cornette & 
Express, Teddy Long, Survivor Series, Scott Norton. 
April 1991; Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That Remain. 
Also: Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, Tom Zenk, 
Fabulous Ones 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF Of The 
Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: Ric Flair, Bobby Eaton, 
Sheik-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

June 1991: How Much Longer Can We Depend On 
Hulk Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, Flair-Gigante, 
Cactus Jack, Kevin Von Erich 

July 1991: Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” Ot Ja- 
panese Superiority? Also: Embry & Prichard, LOD- 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth. 

Aug. 1991: If Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry” ... Would 
Hulk And The World Forgive Him? Also: Luger-Nikita, 
Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Poffo, Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Tille—But Loses His 
Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat. Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry 

Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Flair vs. 
Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The Century? 
Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, Beverly, Cactus Jack, 
Jan. 1992; The LOD's Championship Catastrophe: 
Overpowered By The Natural Disasters. Also: Johnny 
B. Badd, Mr. Hughes, Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 
Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon Offers 
Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The Piper? Also: Ron 
Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob Backlund, R. Steiner- 
Abdullah 

March 1992: Alter Survivor Series & Tuesday In 
Texas: Has The WWF Title Suffered Irreparable 
Damage? Also: Brian Pillman, Anderson & Bruiser, 
Rude-Sting, Mountie-Hart, Jeff Jarrett. 

April 1992: Aller A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 
Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
Orndortt, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels 
& Jannetty 

Dec. 1992: He’s Baaaaaack! Jake Roberts Slilhers 
Into WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Ron Simmons, 
Hulk Hogan, Michaels-Martel, Gilberts-Rock ‘n’ Rolls. 
May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric Flair's 
Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop Him Al Wrestle- 
Mania Vill? Also: Anderson & Eaton, Roddy Piper, 
Dusty Rhodes, USWA, Don Owen. 

June 1992: in Ric Flair's High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Justice Are Mere Pawns. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, 
WCW titles, Koko 8. Ware 

July 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do”: For Rick 
Rude, The U.S. Belt Means Failure. Also: Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg Valentine, 
Sabu 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: WrestleMania’s Ac- 
cidental Hero. Aliso: Bunkhouse matches, Undertaker- 
Roberts, Sting, JYO, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For The Title 
Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, Mondo Kleen, Free- 
birds-Valentine & Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, 
Moondogs 

Oct. 1992; British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. Also: Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, 
Sting 

Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perfect Time For A 
Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Reed, 
Sting, Buddy Rogers, Dan Spivey. 

Jan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurling Jake Makes 
Me Happy!” Also: Anderson & Eaton, Bushwhackers- 
Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural Disasters, Masa 
Chono 

Feb. 1993; WWF Champion Bret Hart: His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sgt. Slaughter, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob Backlund, Terry Taylor 

March 1993 (Special Edition): 1992—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Madusa-Paul E, Curt Hennig, Davey 
Boy Smith, Jesse Ventura, Predictions For "93. 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: Razor Ramon, 
Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, Brian Christopher 
May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make His 
Biggest Splash Al WrestleMania? Also: Jim Cornette, 
Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit-Scorpio, Windham & Rhodes, 
Hennig-Luger. 


Nov. 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not Over Yel! 
Also: Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, Marty Jannetty, 
Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka, Sherri Martel. 

Jan. 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any 
Way You Cook It, Hogan's A Chicken! Also: Rude- 
Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim Cornette, Jerry Lawler, 
Hansen & T. Funk-Abdullah & Sullivan. 

May 1994: Altershocks! How The Royal Rumble 
Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk Hogan, Boss, 
Douglas-Sherri, Patriot, improve WCW. 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We Preview The 
Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer-Snuka, Jim Crockett's 
WWN, Ted DiBiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing 

Aug. 1994: Bret's Nightmare Team Becomes A 
Reality: Owen Hart & Yokozuna, Also: Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon. 

Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report! 
Also: Big Van Vader, Parker-Hollywood Blonds, Sting- 
Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince Kharis, Bunkhouse- 
Rhodes, Public Enemy 

Jan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. Also: 
Jotinny 8. Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob Backlund, PG- 
13, Hacksaw Duggan, 

March 1995 (Special Issue); 1994—The Year In 
Pictures, Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WWF °95- 
WWF ‘85, Ric Flair, MOM, 911 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today I! ... Also: Gunn 
& Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money Inc., Lawler- 
Cornette, 

May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble 
Shook Up WrestleMania, Also: Big Bossman, Sherri- 
Douglas, Hulk Hogan, The Patriot. 

July 1995; Hulk Hogan's Contract With America. Also: 
Marty Jannetty, Brian Piliman, Lawrence Taylor, Bill 
Dundee. 

Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: Steiners, Austin 
& Piliman, Miss Texas, Gordon Solie. 

Nov. 1995: If Savage Can't Silence Flair, He's Through! 
Also: Jarrett-Ramon, Mabel, Hogan & Renegade, WWF 
legends roundtable. 

Dec. 1995 (Special Issue): Shawn Michaels: Too 
Good To Be Second Best! Also: Wrestling rulebook, 
Vega-Ramon, Mama Cornette, Kamala-Duggan, Big 
Van Vader. 

Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: 
This Time It's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem-Un- 
dertaker, Bodies-Cornette, Arn Anderson 

May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve 
Austin, wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Flair. 
June 1996 (Special Issue); Fear Of Height! How The 
Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock ‘n’ Wres- 
Uing, Razor Ramon, Brian Pillman, Konnan 

Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has The Title 
.-- Now Here's What He's Gotta Do With Il! Also: Public 
Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, Booty Man-Sullivan, Mabel. 
Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, 
Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996; Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior ts 
Ready To Rule Again. Also: Warriors & Sasaki- 
Steiners & Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue 
Meanie 


Nov. 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceolt! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & 
Sable, Goldust, Sandman 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Sel To 
Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, Michaels- 
Goldust, Arn Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 
Jan. 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan's Next Move ... 
Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Owen-Bulldog, 
Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Misterio Jr, Kevin Nash 

July 1997; infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler 

Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jef Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue); WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoft! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 
Christopher. 

Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then Taker ... Then Hogan: 
Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, Bret Hart, 
Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Dean Malenko 

April 1998: “We've Won!” Maybe ... Bul Can The 
NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken Shamrock, 
Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia, 
May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping Into Wrestling Hell! 
Also: Bischotl-Bret-Zbyszko, Meng & Barbarian, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, ECWA ladder match 

June 1998: Hollywood Hogan: 10 More Dirty Deeds 
... And Then He's Outta Here! Also: DeGeneration X, 
Jim Cornette, Randy Savage, yesterday and today. 

July 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The Title Isn't 
Enough For The Macho Man: What's Next? Also: Ric 
Flair, Headbangets-Rock 'n' Rolls, Chris Chetti, Mero & 
Sable. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It's Time To 
Fire Austin, Also’ Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney. 

Sept. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg, 
Antonio Inoki 

Oct, 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A WWF- 
WCW Supercard Is No Longer Just Talk! Also: Sable, 
Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam. 

Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Aliso: McMahon-Dude, Jarrett- 
Blackman, Melanie Piliman, Rey Misterio Jr. 

Dec. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceott! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane. 
Hol. 1998: “Quit, Mick!" A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wile, Also: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs. celebrities, hardcore war, 

Jan. 1999: Stone-Cold’s Personal Survivor Series. 
Also: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, three- 
way title matches. 

Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives Sham- 
rock & The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, Spike 
Dudley, Eric Bischoff, Perry Saturn. 
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March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, 
The Undertaker. 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: White House Or 
White Lie? Also: DDP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve Austin, 
Mankind 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Also: 
Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 
sideshow, 

June 1999 (Special Issue): Ric Flair: The 10 Feats He 
Must Accomplish Before He's Through. Also: Rocky 
Maivia, Juventud Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body parts quiz 
section 

July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... it's High Time Austin 
Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Ken Shamrock, DDP-Bigelow-Goldberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man Is Pure Evil! Trust Hogan And 
He'll Take You To Hell! Plus: Owen Hart, Vader, Sable. 
Sept, 1999 (Special issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: DOP-Sting, Douglas-Credible, Big Show-Mc- 
Mahons, Disco Inferno, Keirn & Lane. 

Oct, 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The McMahons His Pawns? Also: Steiners, 
Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 

Nov. 1999: Austin’s New Powers: Shag Vince? Yeah, 
Baby! Also: Armn-Sid, Hardy Boys, Ernest Miller, Naoya 
Ogawa 

Dec, 1999 (Special Issue); WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, David & Ric Flair, 
Test & Stephanie. 

Hol. 1999: Before The WWF Can Sell ... Read What 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Axul & New Jack, Kevin Nash, 

Jan. 2000: An Insider's Analysis: Why The Guys Can't 
Handle Chyna. Also: Revolution, ECW expansion, 
Guerrero & Misterio, WWF/WCW/ECW women. 

Feb. 2000; When Will Mankind Finally Tell The Rock 
-»» “Put A Sock In it"? Also: Goldberg, Chris Jericho, 
Sabu, Harlem Heat. 

Apr. 2000: Can The WWF Survive Without Steve 
Austin? Also: Dawn Marie-Francine, Meng, Big Show, 
Madusa. 

May 2000: StePHONY: The Most Mistrusted Mc- 
Mahon Of All! Also: Harlem Heat & Midnight, David & 
Ric Flair, Kurt Angle, Rhino. 

June 2000 (Special Issue); The Rock: No. 1 On The 
Jabroni Hit List! Also: Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt Angle, 
Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists, 

July 2000: Tori/Torrie, What's The Story? How They 
Rank in 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jeff Jarrett. 

Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Attack Saved The 
WWFI Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sandman & Rhino, 
Cyrus. 

Sept. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Paul Wight, 
Chyna, Or. Sam Sheppard. 

Oct. 2000: Is Chyna Robbing Eddie Of His Latino 
Heal? Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rob Van 
Dam, David Flair. 

Nov. 2000: Special Fear Issue—Rock-Benoit, Ric 
Flair, HBK. Also: ECW mid-year report, Bill Goldberg. 
Dec. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
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Faceoff! Also: Goldberg-Tripie-H, Datiney, Christian & 
Edge, Jeff Peterson. 
(ALL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH THE JANUARY 2001 


ISSUE) 

Jan. 2001: WWF Brat-titude! Does Steph Always Get 
Her Way? Not On Your Life! Also: Lance Storm, Mick 
Foley, Goldberg, Steve Corino, Steve Blackman, Torrie 
Wilson 

March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other ... 10 Reasons They Should 
Not! Also: Scott Steiner, Chris Candido, Rob Van Dam, 
McMahon-ECW, Steven Richards, WCW factions. 

May 2001: Do Anything You Want, Stone-Cold: We 
Can't Hate You. Also: Kronic, Rikishi, Steve Corino, 
Goldberg, Edge & Christian, Kane. 

July 2001: Jerichoholics Beware! Serious Withdrawal 
Symptoms Are In Store! Also: Tajiri, Steph-Test, 
Undertaker, Mike Awesome, WCW Elite, Albert. 

Sept. 2001: The Rock’s Choice: Honor Over Glory! Also: 
WrestleMania X-Seven, Undertaker-Triple-H, Shane- 
WCW, TCL Ii, Scott Hall, Vince McMahon, Chris Jericho 
Nov. 2001: Goldberg! Da Man Who Could Make Or 
Break Wrestling! Also: Dudleys, Steve Corino, Chris 
Benoil, Dusty Rhodes, Lita, WWF top tier, 

Jan. 2002: Can The Rock Handle The Unrelenting 
Pressure Of Fame? Also: RVD, Paul Heyman, Terry 
Gordy, Flash-Jericho, Tajiri-Tazz, WWF-Alliance 

March 2002: Outsiders Looking In! Hall & Nash Take 
Aim Al The WWFI Also: Ivory, Austin-Angle, Christian- 
Edge, what's ahead in ‘02. 

May 2002: Alc Flair: 10 Reasons He Terrifies Vince 
McMahon. Also: Undertaker, Jeff Hardy, Survivor 
Series, SAT., report cards. 

July 2002: Hail The NWO ... But Don't Forget The N- 
W-Woes! Also: Edge, Billy & Chuck, Leviathon. 
Jericho-Flair, Goldust. 

Sept. 2002: What's Left? Hulk Hogan's Five Re- 
maining Tasks. Also: Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Jeff Peterson, WWF draft 

Nov, 2002: Who's Next? The Stars That Could 
Replace Stone-Cold. Also: Torrie Wilson, Davey Boy 
Smith, Ken Shamrock, Funk-Abdullah-Rhodes-Sullivan, 
WWE shockers, indy roulette. 

Jan. 2003: War Games! WWE Is Out Of Control ... 
And Vinnie Mac Loves It! Also: Rey Misterio Jr. AJ 
Styles, Rikishi-Gangrel, The Rock, Christian 

March 2003: The WrestleMania XIX We Want To See! 
Also: Terry Funk, Rey Misterio Jr., Nidia, NWA-TNA, 
what's ahead in ‘03. 

May 2003; A Permanent Replacement For The Rock? 
Book It! Aiso: Smackdown, Joanie & Syxx-Pac, Raw 
report cards, Shawn Michaels, Victoria. 

July 2003: In Tune With Steve Austin—A Compre- 
hensive Guide To Stone-Cold’s Red-Hot Comeback. 
Also: Kurt Angle, Amazing Red. The Sheik, Bill DeMott, 
Al Snow, Ric Flair. 

Sept. 2003: Goldberg's Golden Road To WWE. Also: 
Hardys, Chance Beckett, Kevin Nash, WrestleMania “B” 
card, Playboy-WWE. 

Nov. 2003: The Women Of Wrestling—Do We Expect 
Too Much From Their Bodies? Also: A.J. Styles, 
Freddie Blassie, Goldberg, Stacy Keibler, evolution of 
wrestling 
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TOP 10 


BROCK LESNAR 
295, Minneapolis, MN 


TRIPLE-H 
269, Greenwich, CT 
(6) WWE Raw champion 


QO nN = 


231, Tokyo, Japan 


{-) IWGP heavyweight champion 


4 JOHN CENA 
260, los Angeles, CA 


(-) No. 1 contender: WWE Smackdown title 


& KANE 
326, St. Louis, MO 


(-) No. 1 contender: WWE Raw title 


6 TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
245, Ashikaga, Japan 


(3) All-Japan Triple Crown champion 


7 SHAWN MICHAELS 
217, San Antonio, TX 


{-) No. 2 contender: WWE Raw fife 


a KENTA KOBASHI 
282, Fukuchiyama, Japan 


(10) GHC heavyweight champion 


9 JEFF JARRETT 
230, Nashville, TN 


(7) NWA heavyweight champion 


10 CHRIS BENOIT 
224, Edmonton, Alberta 


(-) No. 2 contender: WWE Smackdown title 





WWE RAW 


Raw Champion: 


TRIPLE-H 
(1) 269, Greenwich, CT 
1—KANE 
(4) 326, St. Louis, MO 
2—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(-) 217, San Antonio, TX 
3—BILL GOLDBERG 
(C) 283, Tulsa, OK 
4—RANDY ORTON 
(7) 265, St. Louis, MO 
5—BATISTA 
(5) 318, Washington, DC 
6—ROB VAN DAM 
(2) 237, Battle Creek, MI 
7—CHRIS JERICHO 
(3) 225, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
8—BOOKER T 
(6) 250, Houston, TX 
9—MARK HENRY 
(8) 372, Austin, TX 
10—CHRISTIAN 
(10) 225, Toronto, Ontario 


88 The Wrestler 


(1) WWE Smackdown champion 


SHINSUKE NAKAMURA 


WWE SMACKDOWN 


Smackdown Champion: 


BROCK LESNAR 
(C) 295, Minneapolis, MN 


1—JOHN CENA 
(3) 260, los Angeles, CA 


2—CHRIS BENOIT 


(5) 224, Edmonton, Alberta 


3—HARDCORE HOLLY 

(-) 249, Mobile, Al 
4—THE BIG SHOW 

(4) 485, Aiken, SC 
5—REY MISTERIO JR. 

(8) 163, San Diego, CA 
6—TAJIRI 

(7) 213, Tokyo, Japan 
7—EDDIE GUERRERO 

(6) 223, El Paso, IX 
8—A-TRAIN 

(9) 353, Boston, MA 
9—JAMIE NOBLE 

(10) 190, Hanover, WV 


10—RHYNO 


(-) 275, Detroit, MI 





Shawn Michaels 


OVW 
OVW Champion: 
TITLE VACANT 


1—NICK DINSMORE 
(3) 226, Jefferson, IN 


2—JOHNNY JETER 


(1) 218, San Diego, CA 


3—MARK MAGNUS 
(C) 231, Syracuse, NY 
4—CHRIS CAGE 


(9) 220, Youngstown, OH 


5—MATT CAPPOTELLI 
(4) 220, Norwich, NY 


6—JOHN HENNIGAN 


(7) 204, los Angeles, CA 


7—BANE 
(-) 285, Tombstone, AZ 


8—CARLY COLON 


(10) 210, San Turce, Puerto Rico 


9—TANK TOLAND 
(-) 220, Margate, NJ 
10—SEVEN 
(-) 278, Memphis, TN 


Wresiler 


TAG TEAMS 


] THE BASHAM BROTHERS 
Combined weight: 492 pounds 
(2) WWE Smackdown tag team champions 
KEIJI MUTO & ARASHI 
Combined weight: 471 pounds 
(9) All-Japan International tag team champions 
3 BATISTA & RIC FLAIR 
Combined weight: 561 pounds 
(-) WWE Raw tag team champions 
BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
Combined weight: 579 pounds 
(1) No. 1 contenders: WWE Raw tag title 
a EDDIE & CHAVO GUERRERO JR. 
Combined weight: 408 pounds 
(4) No. 1 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 
6 YUJI NAGATA & HIROSHI TANAHASHI 
Combined weight: 474 pounds 
(-) GHC tag team champions 
7 B.G. JAMES & RON KILLINGS 
Combined weight: 491 pounds 
{-) NWA tag team champions 0 
8 GARRISON CADE & MARK JINDRAK 
Combined weight: 506 pounds 
(10) No. 2 contenders: WWE Raw tag fitle 
9 OSAMU NISHIMURA & HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
Combined weight: 495 pounds 
> (-) IWGP International tag team champions 
= 10 SIMON DIAMOND & JOHNNY SWINGER 
— Combined weight: 461 pounds 
(7) No. 1 contenders: NWA tag title 


RING OF HONOR 
ROH Champion: 


SAMOA JOE 
(C) 270, American Samoa 


(1) 202, Gainesville, GA 


2—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 


(2) 210, Los Angeles, CA 
3—HOMICIDE 

(3) 220, Brooklyn, NY 
4—MATT STRYKER 

(4) 220, Cincinnati, OH 
5—C.M. PUNK 

(5) 220, Chicago, IL 
6—B.J. WHITMER 

(6) 210, Owensboro, KY 
7—JAY BRISCOE 

(7) 184, Laurel, DE 
8—STEVE CORINO 

(8) 225, Sea Isle City, NJ 


9—MARK BRISCOE 
(9) 188, Laurel, DE 


—RAVEN 
(10) 243, Short Hills, NJ 





OFFICIAL RATINGS | 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All other ratings are based on the 
official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the 
ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler 
was not rated in that category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. Note: 
In an effort to keep the ratings as up-to-date as possible, these pages are often the last to be sent to the printer. Thus, the 
ratings may reflect changes not reflected in the remainder or the issue. 





For period ended January 4, 2004 


ACTION WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—thi Chi Cruz; 
2—Butf Bagwell; 3—Dan Severn; 4—Shane Madison; 5—Adam Knight; 6—Notor- 
ious TLD. 7—Di Caprio; &—Robby Royce; 9—Massive Damage; 10—Jon Cutler. 


AMERICAN WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Chuck McRoberts; 1—Eric 
Draven; 2—Roger Blade; 3—Damien Morrus; 4—Spazz; 5—hris Rave; 6—Billy 
Maverick; 7—Maxx Caldwell; 8—Big Mike D; 9—John York; 10—Ricky Ruckus. 


BAD 2 THE BONE WRESTLING: Champion—Vic the Bruiser; I—J.C. Bailey; 2— 
Randy Royal; 3—Crusher Bonz; 4—Billy Black; 5—Apollo; 6—Simon Sezz; 7— 
Manslaughter; 8—Chuck Steele; 9—Todd Morton; 10—Miss Jade. 


BORDER CITY WRESTLING: Champion—Shane Douglas; 1—Raven; 2—Lhris 
Sabin; 3—fric Young; 4—A-1; 5—Bobby Rude; 6—Dyson Pryce; 7—Alex Shelley; 
8—Mike Legacy; 9—Johnny Bravo; 10—Jaime D. 


CENTRAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Mongoose; I—Terry Alan; 2— 
J.T. Money; 3—Jad T. Lungini; 4—Maddawg; 5—Redneck Superstar, 6—Boxcar 
Bruce; 7—Syxe; 8—Seduction; 9—Lherry; 10—Skip Sherwood. 


INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING CARTEL: Champion—Sterling James Keenan; 
1—Colt Cabana; 2—CM. Punk; 3—thris Sabin; 4—Shane Douglas; 5—AJ. Styles; 
6—Dennis Gregory, 7—Dean Radford; 8—Sebastian Dark; 9—fric Xtasy, 10— 
Bubba the Bulldog. 


MIDWEST POWERHOUSE WRESTLING: Champion—Damian Blade; 1—The 
Searcher; 2—Dan Severn; 3—Bob Orton Jr.; 4—Christian Haze; 5—Lust; 6-— 
Gluttony; 7—Crocodile Kid; 8—Curtis Payne; 9—Chico Es Loco; 10—The Stud. 


NATIONAL WRESTLING LEAGUE: Champion—Leslie Leatherman; 1— 
Gangrel; 2—Samu; 3—John Rambo; 4—Nikolai Volkoff; 5—Jake Davis; 6— 
The Patriot; 7—King Kaluha; 8—Morgus the Maniac; 9—Prof. Egon Ecton; 10— 
John Balsamo. 


NWA WILDSIDE: Champion—Onyx; 1—Hotstuff Hernandez; 2—Rainman; 
3—Mikal Adryan; 4—Caprice Coleman; 5—Murder One; 6—Seth Delay; 7— 
Slim J; 8—Altar Boy Luke; 9—Ray Gordy; 10—Azrael. 


STEEL RAGE PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Brandon Groom; 1—Slater Vain; 
2—X-Cal; 3—Dexter Hardaway; 4—Tarantula; 5—John O'Malley; 6—Luc 
LaPoint; 7—1Ian St. James; 8—Prophet; 9—Harry Sanchez; 10—Shane Morbid. 


TORNADO PRO WRESTLING: Champion—AWOL; 1—Romero Contreras; 2— 
Anthony Jackson; 3—Sonny (; 4—Brian Lakewood; 5—Outcast; 6—Deuce Rod- 
riguez; 7—Terry Montana; 8—Karl Davis; 9—Poo Bear; 10—Rick Styles. 


WORLD XTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Gene Snisky; 1—Slyk Wagner 
Brown; 2—L.A. Smooth; 3—Samu; 4—Rapid Fire Maldonado; 5—Mana; 6— 
Joke Bishop; 7—Afa Jr; 8—Eddie Guapo; 9—Black Pearl; 10—Sugaa. 





JAPAN 
1~SHINSUKE NAKAMURA 


2—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 


MEXICO 


(-) 231, Tokyo, Japan 
IWGP heavyweight champion 
1=—MR. NIEBLA 
(1) 185, Cualtitlan, Mexico 


(1) 245, Ashikaga, Japan 
2—LATIN LOVER 


oper Triple Crown champion 


(8) 280, Houston, TX 


NWA NWA-TNA 
NWA Champion: NWA Champion: 
JEFF JARRETT JEFF JARRETT 
(C) 230, Nashville, TN (C) 230, Nashville, TN 
1—A.J. STYLES 1=—MICHAEL SHANE 
(1) 202, Gainesville, GA (1) 221, San Antonio, TX 
2-STING 2=-STING 
(-) 260, Venice Beach, CA (5) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
3=—J.T. WOLFEN 3~A.J. STYLES 
(3) 297, New Haven, CT (2) 202, Gainesville, GA 
4—RICKY MURDOCH 4—RAVEN 
(4) 261, Houston, TX (3) 243, Short Hills, NJ 
5—RAVEN 5=-D-LO BROWN 
(2) 243, Short Hills, NJ (8) 281, Chicago, IL 
6-JOHNNY MOSS 6-LOW-KI 
(-) 240, Egremont, England (-) 170, Brooklyn, NY 
7—-ROB STARDOM 7 —CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 
(7) 215, Winnipeg, Manitoba (9) 210, los Angeles, CA 
8=—MICHAEL SHANE 8=—CHRIS SABIN 
(5) 221, San Antonio, TX (-) 207, Hell, MI 
9-ONYX 9-ABYSS 
(-) 218, Jamaica City, NY (-) 308, parts unknown 
10—HOTSTUFF HERNANDEZ 10—KID KASH 


(6) 202, Johnson City, TN 


3—KENTA KOBASHI (9) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 

(3) 282, Fukuchiyama, Japan 3—HECTOR GARZA 

GHC heavyweight champion (3) 220, Monterrey, Mexico 
4—-YOSHIHIRO TAKAYAMA 4-—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 

(4) 270, Sapporo, Japan (2) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico 
5=-DON FRYE 5—HEAVY METAL 

(5) 231, Sierra Vista, AZ (-) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—-MASA CHONO 6—SAFARI 

(-) 235, Tokyo, Japan [-) 185, Neza, Mexico 
7-HIROYOSHI TENZAN 7 —FELINO 

(2) 270, Tokyo, Japan (-) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 8—-VOLADOR JR. 

(9) 287, Gifu, Japan (-) 177, Acapulco, Mexico 
9=—TIGER’S MASK 9-SHOCKER 


(-) 180, Osaka, Japan 


10—BILLY KEN KID 


(-) 219, Osaka, Japan 


(4) 185, Guadalajara, Mexico 


10—UNIVERSO DOS MIL 


(-) 240, Mexico City, Mexico 
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Rememper Him? 


If you happen to travel around Mexico regularly in search 

of the best cards Lucha Libre has to offer, you might not 
have to remember Mil Mascaras at all. You can still see 
“The Man Of 1,000 Masks” live in action in his native 
country. So what if he is a year or two north of his 60th 
birthday and now four full decades into his pro career-— 
Mil can still fly about as gracefully as ever. For those of 

you who are mesmerized by the daredevil tactics aot 
of Rey Misterio Jr. on Smackdown every Thurs- < 
day night, you might want to seek out some 
old footage of Mascaras in his prime. He 
may not have ever been the risk-taker 
that Misterio is, but this Luchador was 
flying high above the ring years and 
years before it became all the rage. 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED PRESENTS 





The largest, most colorful magazine specials we’ve ever 
published are now being offered at unbelievable savings! 
=e : ) Order the three-issue SuperSet and receive a discount of 
Th Ts TL NC more than 30% off the original newsstand price! 
ANUP! 
= A= 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2000) 

The first magazine of its kind, this 180-page edition takes a full-color, 
month-by-month look at Y2K, the most tumultuous year in the sport’s 
history. 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2001) 
The cover headline said it all: “The Year That Rocked The Sport.” 
Month-by-month details. 180 pages! Amazing photos! 





. new goals! 
| maa new challenges! 


new conquests! >>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2002) 
oa A spectacular look back at the tumultuous year that was 2002. 180 
Wy PP 3 a pages of insightful analysis, electrifying photos, and those amazing 


Jason Conlan caricatures! 
UiJISEBOG Cis0-PAGE COLLECTOR'S SPECIAL ) 

WReESTUNG 
NS aS EN 
‘Gog LI 
Ss, Lh ) es Nidis 


WI'VE GOTTA HAVE THEM! Please send me the PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED PRESENTS specials I've indicated below. | am enclosing $9.95 per 
copy (plus $2 postage and handling) as payment in full for each issue. OR let me save more than 
30% by ordering the SuperSet of all three for $22.00 (plus $3 postage and handling). 

(}) 2000 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2001 


For all orders outside the U.S.. please 


($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) add postage as follows: Canada— 
"2001 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2002 |F-tyAitpneniyeinit 


($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) for single issue or $7.00 for the 


[] 2002 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2003 SuperSet, Foreign—Surface mail: $4.00 


. tor single issue or $7.00 for the 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) Superset; Airmail: $8.00 for single issue 


CL) SUPERSET—All Three! or $15.50 for the SuperSet. International 


99.00 plus $3 for postage and handlin money orders in U.S. funds only. Please 
($ p $ p g 9) allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 


nid 


he ouP 
~ UID NTSB NVAIVIONTH REGAP! 


PPARDUNTINING NEES STOMIES* 


&. ' PALIT NG HOC PMOGRAP EY 
OGTRAGE OGCOME Ss MINCLERRS WOKE RISO PE RIORE' 
A PMNS 
* ra 


* 





Please indicate method of payment: 
_] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


[) Visa) MasterCard # —_ 





Expiration date: —.. /__-__ 
MO/YR 

















c Signature; — — ea 
jan Send to: London Publishing Co., 2.0. Box 910, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
aM ‘ Print your name and address clearly 
; > STEINER Ness Teen J soko 
sealrees 64 o.oo NAME - — — Ss —— 
a 7 
zap: ADDRESS . . as 
ee. 
= CITY — = | STATE —— FP —_ 


a 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it's only a phone call away. 
lit happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
JMustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 


Pd RT KS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want to see in 
= the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 





UPDATED EVERY WEEKDAY AND AFTER PAY-PER-VIEW EVENTS ~~ 


new number! call now! 
f300-e<c6-4PwWi 


@ This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 





*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
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